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- Charisma

Authentic East Indian Cuisine

Cm;tact: Mitesh ﬁivedi 204 ! 222'7878 Fax: 204 -222 - 71313
' 83D Sherbrook at Wolseley Winnipeg

:visit our online menu - www.charismaofindia. com
: lunch Buffet Menday fo Fnday Dinner Bufet Fr-Sat-Sun :
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BICHITRA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

President: Sumita Biswas

Vice-President: Ayan Mukherjee

General Secretary: Ajay Pandey

Treasurer: Pranabd Roy

Cultural Secretary: Bibhuti Mandal
Publications Secretary : Dr. Abhijit Banerijee

Members-at-large: R.M. Das, Bhaskar Saha

2008 Puja Committee
Chairperson: Mrs. Ratna Roy
Priest: Pt. Venkata Machiraju

Puja Arrangements: Mrs. Manjushri Roy, Mrs. Krishna
Bal, Mrs. Mala Mukherjee

Bhog & Prasad: Mrs. Romi Banerjee
Mrs. Rupa Banerjee
Mrs. Shoma Chakraborty
Food Committee: Ratna Roy, Romi Banerjee, Mimi Saha

Puja Supplies: Gourishankar Roy, Bhaskar Saha, Ajay
Pandey

Puja Donations & Collection: Pranab Roy, Shibdas
Biswas

Decorations: Prabir Mitra, Ajay Pandey, Apurba Deb,
Chandranath Podder, Bhaskar Saha, Aroop Chakraborty,
Surya Banik, Niloy & Rajarshi Roy
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DURGA PUJA SCHEDULE-2008

MAHA SASHTI (OCT &t», SUN)
8:00 PM:Bodhan, Amantran, and Adhibas
MAHA SAPTAMI (OCT 6, MON)

9:00 AM: Kalparambha, Mahasnan, Puja and
Pushpanjali

7:00 PM: Sandhya Arati & Cultural program
MAHA ASHTAMI (OCT 7t», TUES)

0:00 AM : Mahasnan, Puja and Pushpanjali
5:48 PM: Sandhi Puja

7:00 PM : Sandhya Arati & Cultural program
MAHA NABAMI (OCT 8%:, WED)

9:00 AM :Mahasnan, Puja and Pushpanjali
1:00 PM:Hom-Yangna

7:00 PM :Sandhya Arati and Cultural program
BIJOYA DASAMI (OCT ©o**, THURS)

9:00-11:00 &M :Visarjan Puja, Sindurdan and Dadhi
Mangal

LARSHMI PUJA (OCT 14t:, TUES)
6:00 -10:00 PM:Puja, Pushpanjali and bhog-prasad

VENUE: NEW HINDU TEMPLE,
999, ST. ANNE's ROAD,WINNIPEG, Phit 25-HINDU




EDITORTIAL

Autumn's cool weather is here and so is the
panoramic beauty of nature around. This time of the
year brings in festivities and rejoicing in the
souls of the Bengali heart as we welcome 'Maa Durga'
with her family back to her maternal abode every
year. It gives me immense pleasure and a pleasant
challenge as I have sat down to compile the years
events and literary and extra-curricular activities
of our Bengali community in Winnipeg. Never thought
1t would be so daunting task with deadlines.
Anyways, the Annual Magazine of BICHITRA is at your
perusal now.

Saradiyo DURGA PUJA symbolises triumph of
Good over evil and reminds us of our land of Birth
and Celebrations galore during this season, with
sumptuos food and frolic to add on the rejoicement.

I would like to thank all the contributors and
friends who have helped me compile this 29 Volume
of AGOMONI and especially my life-long compatriot

and spouse, who stood by my side all along, managing
things that are so difficult for me. Friends,

Bhaskar and Mimi Saha who pitched in with their

enormous collection of photographs of events besides
our own. Thanks and regards are not enough for the
able guidance of Sumitadi, Sunuda and our
Chairperson of this years PUJE COMMITTEE- Ratnadi
for everything big and small.

WISHING you all a Great DURGA PUJA CELEBRATIONS
Sincerely
Dr. Abhijit Banerjee
EDITOR and Publications Secre tary, BICHITRA

Credits for Cover page: Paintings of 'Durga’ from
www,exoticindiaart. com
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Message from President- BICHITRA

Friends,

On behalf of Bichitra executive
committee, I welcome you, your family and
friends to the 29'® year of Shri Shri
Sharadiyo Durga Puja, in Winnipeg.

We wait for this pious opportunity
every year to be able to pray, wish better
life and health of family and friends and
rejoice in the autumn sunshine. On this
occasion, lets leave aside all the narrow
opinions of our minds and celebrate the
community togetherness and festivities and
peace and prosperity around the world.

With Love and best wishes to all the
BICITRA members, old and young, far and
near, past and present.

Sincerely
Mrs. Sumita Biswas
President- BICHITRA

The Bengali Association of Manitoba Inc.
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India in 1584 by Emperor. Akbor, After a few decades it
fell into disuse, but it gave rise to a number of hybrids
like the Bengali “SAN” and Fasli eras which are still use
-in parts of India .The Jelali calendar is one of the best
solar calendars,as it takes into account the precession of
the equinoxes and gives a better approximation of the
actual trapical year than even the Gregorion rules. Akbor’ s
reform measure was misunderstood and in the absence of
central guidance became combined with ancient errors.’’
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Seasons Greetings and Compliments
from

Banerjee’s Bioremedies International |
23 Roehampton Place, Winmipeg, MB, R2N 4N6 |

#  Wellness and Nuiniion Consultancy |
futraceutical formulations development |
*  Balanced mifnition and foods m lifestyle

*  Contract Research and Outsourcing

Lozince:
E————

| Romi Banerjee, MHS e Nutrition
R I COO & Founder Director

Email: rbxpecjernzi yakoo.com
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NDIA SPICE HOUSE

Cclcbrating over 20 Years in Business

Now in 2 locations to serve vou better:

Location {:

1875 Pembina Hwy,
Call : 261 — 3636

Location 2;

66 Mandalay Drive ( Tndia Market)
Call : 261 - 4600

HAPPY DURGA PUJA

@
ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
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SAGAN

M NOW UNDTR KEW BANAGEMENT 5 . - -

With Paan House

# IREEIERLTS AND VRGETAGLTS TROM TNRIA, RC AND
CALIFOBRNLA

# GREAT SEILFCTION OF IROZEN YRGETARLES

> ALL KINDS OF CAST AND WEST INDLAN GROCERIES AND SPICES

# SWFETS FRONMI TOROWTO 1= PHONE CARDS ALSD AV AL #F

P ONEW AND GLE MOYIES DVYS ARD DRAK A

# FRESTILY MADE PAAN' . Orivr v weodings. peries e ali dnds of
cetiminhics.,.. ** JUST ARRIVIN T ALL KIND OF FROZEN §18H FROM

BANGLADESH
LOCATED AT 739 LLEICE AVENUL, WINKIPEG MB
PHONE: {204) 775-1147 VAX (204) 772-0585

T——

With Best Wishes for DURGA PUF4 2008

GO EBDDDB U DD DD EEEERRDD D EEEDEDDCOEEDEED DDOCCIER D PSS SS

» Gold + Custom Design

o Digmonds o Jewelleny Repair
o Gemstones » Jewelleny Redosign
v Platinum » Loser Tngroving

Heomis
Monday—Saturday 10:06 am v G:00 pun
Sundsy Clused

N=W DELHI
(_‘f cerellers

#14 - 2136 BMcPhillips St
Superstore Mall

772-4035

LR R ] de 60 PPV EB2DODSCEH PPV SSEB DD PP ECELEIRODOES TSIV OETOOOEDPSEID RS

“'...'.....’....I'.".Q.‘.O’..OO.l.'........'..'OC".'.....l'.."...‘O..’l0.3"'.ﬂI.....'.....C..C'......'.

BHORDODIECOIRE DO PO EEODDDDEIOOEEDDOEBDERODEEEEDDDE OO
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» mpecializing in 22k, 23K, 24K, Jewellery
+  Repair & redesipn also available

Custom made bangles, Appraisal

E

For customer convenicnoo
Open 7 days a week
Maonday to Saturday 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 pm. £92 Sargent Avenue
Sunday 12:00 a.m. to 65:00 g, Winnipeg, MB R3E 0AS

Ph: 774.4555 :
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Camp Koinonia

Qur trip to C amp Koinoniz was awesome, but thers were 3 few bumps along the way!!
Here are the events of an unforgettable trip!!!

Which way?ll

We wete all ready for 5 days of fun filled camp, and everyone couldn’t wait to get there! One
problem ...... WE COULDN'T FIND CAMP!! We went this way, then that way, but no luck.
We were lost!! Finally, we made it there by following some signs. It was very cold and
eryone was anxious to see what this camp looked like. We brought our Euggaga in and the
cnf cafeteria/gathering room was great! There was 3 fire going on, and there was 3 big
cafeteria and there was 3 plano! There were lots of games for the kids to play with and tons of
rooms!!

The Freaky Fiasco

While we were looking, someane pointed out that not everyone was here. We saw that some
people had GONE MISSING!!! So some pe@p?g went outon 3 Sii}l’xﬂ party. While everyone was
having dinner, the search party came back after T hour! They found the people who lost us and
got lost themselves!! We were all happy, and we settled in for the night.

Activities for Day 1

When we woke up the next moming, we all got Bichitra t-shirts for us to wear. After bregkfast,

we started the workshop. First, Sunu Nanu talked t us about the Bengal Revolution. Then

Nandita Aunty showed us some music <lips and talked to us about music and dance. Then my

mom did 3 nutrition workshop. After, Mili Mashi and the moms did some Batik printing and

then the kids did tie-dye. The boys made t- shirts and the gnla made beach wraps.

Then Prabir Uncle did a bonsai workshop for the adults and brought bonsai plants for
everyone. In the evening, we roasted some banik and then everyone went inside to watch

Hméé and Bengali moviss.

Day 2

The next day, the kids did archery, went La?}oe ing and played lots of games. Some of the adults
went bird watching and we saw Eo?:s of cool birds. The idds made their own targets for archery. |
made a bird, 3 target, an apple and 3 man to shoot body parts! Then Maya, Schas ), Ayusha,
Ar[ui) and | went upstairs. They showed me some secret rooms they had found when they went
exp;aring H was reaiiy fun. But 3ll oo soon, #was Hme to go Fome Everyone cou ldntw aH:
to gx:% back home but we were 3ll going to miss camp. Camp Kolhonia was great and really fun
and | hope we get to go there 3gain!!

---—-Byv: Anushka Banerjee
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Global Warming
As some of vou know, global warming is causing melting of the world’s polar icecaps.
inerease in the temperature on he earth and inereasing risk of cancers because the sun is mors
harmful now, because of the holes i the czons layer. Lots of people are trying to make & differencd
but others make it worse. Here are the affects of global warming. Since, Icecaps are melting; the
polar bears may not be left with their habrat. They may drown. Pollution is causing the trees to die
Sc sad pietures emergme..

There are many mcre aZfects of global warming, but all of it is ereated by ons
thing...POLLUTION. The reason that the ozone layer has holes in it is because thers is toc much
pollution on the earth. With the ozone layer having holes m it, 1t 1s becoming hotter, which 1s
causing ice-caps to melt. ultimately leading to the death of wonderful creatures known as the polar
bears. Lots of peoplz are halping. but most don’t know what to do. They think that *T"n1 one person}
what difference does it make?” It makes a HUGE difference.

Here are some tips on itow YOU can save the earth, anid go green!

* Don’tcut trees. plant them! Compost kitchen leftovers (cooked and uncooked) to make

natural organic fertilizer.

* Recycle bottles, paper, cans or anything that has the recycle symbol on 1t

o Ifit’s broken, fix it. tut don’t throw it away.

» Tiynot to diive or use pudlie rransportation: as much. Walk, bike or jog to anywhers you
need to zo. It’ll be beneficial for your health, and you will save morey on gas!

» Don’ttake showers for more than 5 mins. Alse, don't use too much hot water.

»  When you're not iz a room, twrn off the Lights.

o Fixleaky taps and/or sinks to stop from wasting watar.

+ Bring a re-usable water bottle if geing on a trip or a hike

» Don’t throw away clothes that don’t fit you anymore. Give them to a charity.

+ If you have a book or a movie you've read or seen too many times, give them to someone
who WILL enjoy it. And if they get bored of it too, tell them to pass it onte someone.

* Think before you use a pizce of paper just to mske a small picture, or jot down a phone
mumbzr. Re-use picces of paper 7o make little drawings or write dovwn phone numbers, or
make or buy little books to record them.

e Change your light bulbs to fluorescent light balbs.

These are only some of the ways you can help. but you can find many more online on Google or
other websites.

%

Thank you for reading this article. Thope that this did make a difference in your
mind, so start helping and GO GREEN NOW!!!

----By: Anushka Banerjee
Source: Google
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Sri Krishna

Krishna is one of the gods worshipped across many Hindu
fraditions arounc the world. Many Vaishnavas believe he s an avatar
{ircamation) o the Lord Supreme -Vishnu, while others baleve heis
The Lord himsel’. He s mosty seen as a baky, & young boy playing his
flute wilhs his beloved, Radha, or a youlhful prince giving wisdom. He
was born into a royal famiy, tho cighth son of Dovaki ard Vasudova.
Devaki's cousin brother Kansa bacame the king of Mathura, after he
locked his father, King Ucrasena, away. After Devaki and Vasudeva got
married, a vcice from the heavens said thai the eighth son of them would kil Kansa. Afraid of the
prophecy coming frue, Kansa locked them away, end every time a child was barn, he killed it Aftar
Kansa killed the first six children and the miscarrage of the seventh, which was transferred to
Rohini as Balrama, Krishna was bor. Berause Krshra's life was in dargar, he was secretly ‘aken
out of the priscn to his foster parents, Yashoda and Narda in Gokul.

As a child, Knishna became known for being mischievous and was calied "Makhan Chor” (butier
thief). be k ed &ll of the demons sent by Kansa to kill hinr, and tamed the sesrpent Kaliya, who
poisoned the waters cf tha Yaruna, kiling all of the cowherds. The stories of h m playing with the
gopss (mikmaids) of Vrindavana as the Rasa Lila were romanticised ir the poelry of Jayadeva.

When he bacame a young man, he returred to Mathura and killed Kansa. King Ugrasena becamsa
the king once more, and Krishna became a leading prnce at the court. There he became a friend
of f’\r;’un and the Pandavas, who were also his cousing. Krishna had over 18,000 wives. His first
main gueen was Rukmam while his second main gueen was Satyabhama, who is an expansior of
Radha.

Krishna played & major role in ths Manab"zarata He let Arjun and Duryodhana have the cheice of
chonsing his army or himself on the conditior that he would use nc weapons. Arjun chose Krishna,
while Duryodhana chose his army. Sinca Krishna could not use any weapons, he became Arjun’s
charioteer. Before the battle began, Arjun became rervous about the batfle. That is when Krishna
acvised him about battle, which laler compiled into the Bhagvad Gita. He then showed his universal
form to Arjuna.

Following the wer, Krishna lived in Cwarka for 3€ years. But after & fght broke out in a festival, in
which the Yadava’s extermnatad each other, his brother, Balrama, then gave up his body using
Yoga. Krishna retired to the forest and sat under a tree in meditation. A hunter m stook his foot as
the nead of g deer, injuring hm severely. Krishna knew that he had reached the erd of his Ife. He
limped o the bank cf the river Saraswati ard there his soul departed under a peepal tree, which is
known as Dehotserga. Sn Krshra's life work was fo restore love, truthfulness, justice ard
rightenusness fo this world

Here s one of the shloka’s from the Srimad Bhagvat-Gita.

“Yada yada hi dharmasya glanir bhavatl bharaia
Abhutyutthanam adharmasya tadatmanam srjamy aham”

“Whenever and wherever there is a decline in religious practice, oh descendant of Bharata
and a predominant rise of irreligion—at that time, | descend myself.”

---By: Anushka Banerjee

26

Il




\,

L}

\RN}

L}

\p

4

\,

L}

\ P

4

\

LY

\,

«

\

“\

AR}

\

“

\}

Fassssssstssissssssssdendas:

Jdde
P}

|
|
|
|

Hopes and, Asplrations

The lifes like a river..

Flowing mingling with hopes, aspivations laughter and tears
L L L ¢ [

ék&d&i@}ll@ diversions obstructions
Flowing to shallow grounds of unknown,
L L &

will the water ever return oceans destined,

Freedom and vastness shattered, the sands underwater,

Breaks your faith, it is a tragedy,
g g 0 e
Oh Lord, is that what s destiny?

Let hopes and aspirations turns (néo its fate,
The water returns to the river in the rains
Happiness and sorrow transient, (inevitable

WILL pegple ever try to understand the eternal faith?
who do 1 blame, s it destiny?
Your happiness (s our dream,
Have T ever c;xpr;fmd the lmqfﬂq of heart?
_ I
one day you will walk beside my dream
(WA

Lam dead, yet I am alive...

—BY Shibdas Biswas
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BICHITRA Membership Directory

SURNAME FIRST NAME SPOUSE CHILDREN ADDRESS ciTY PR PCODE HOME PHONE
Adbhikari Prasant 63 Baldry Bay Wpg. MB  R3T3C5 (204)269-1468
Alam Ashraful Jesmen Tanvwer 7 Wayfield Drive Wpg. MB  R3T6E2 (204) 269-5544
Bal Makhan Krishna Shibani, Shibashis, Shi 145 Edward Ave. East Wpg. MB R2C0V9 (204) 222-3993
Banerjee Abhijit Romi Anushka, Riona 23 Roehampton Wpg. MB  R2N4N6 (204) 282-7891
Banerji Ashish Debjani 6 Elk Place Brandon MB  R7B3B7 (204)571-0859
Banerjee Deepanjan Rupa Sohan 624-85 Fort Garry Place ~ Wpg. MB  R3C4J5 (204) 949-1010 x:24
Banik Surya Mitali Ananya, Upama 1344, Lee Blvd. |~ Wpg. MB  R3T2P9 (204)221-9692.
Basu Saibal Sujata Sachin, Snehel 67 Firbridge Wpg. MB  R2T 5X5 (204) 275-5606
Bhatta Shapath Mousumi Prothoma 302 - 250 Colony Wpg. MB  R3C3L8 (204)772-6812
Bhattarcharyya Samir samirbhatta@yahoo.com  Montreal Que

\ Bhinder Tejinder Sukhmeet Gurtej 75, Gull lake Rd., Wpg. MB  R3T4X1 (204) 269-5021

| Biswas Shibdas Sumita 204-1151 St. Anne's Rd. Wpg. MB  R2NOA1  (204) 257-7952

1 Chakraborty Aroop Shoma Abhishek, Anushka  306-925, Chancellor Drive Wpg. MB  R3T4H5 (204)275-3434

‘ Chand Jagdish Kumud Prakash, Sipra 1844 Chancellor Drive Wpg. MB  R3T4H5 (204)261-1307
Chowdhury Kiriti Srabani Teena 3 Celtic Bay Wpg. MB  R3T2W8 (204) 261-9527

‘ Das Radha M. Subha 67 McGill Place Wpg. MB  R3T2Y6 (204) 269-7249
Das Ranajay Shouti 85 Garry Street Wpg. MB  R3C4J5 (204)949-1010 x:31(
Deb Apurba Lipi Mrittika, Moinak 315-1833 Pembina Hwy.  Wpg. MB  R3T 3X8 (204)275-5492
Debnath Pranab K. Sikta Debosmita, Debojyoti 385 , Main Street Winkler MB  R6W1J2 (204) 748-5232
Ganguly Pallab Reena Ria, Rishi 215 Southbridge Drive Wpg. MB R2J4A6 (204)253-3901
Ghosh Chitta Archana 631 Grierson Ave. Whpg. MB  R3T2S3 (204) 261-3557
Ghosh Rita 631 Grierson Ave. Wpg. MB  R3T2S3 (204)794-9589
Guha Gautam Swapna Medha 118, Lake Lindero Rd., Whpg. MB  R3T4P3 (204) 269-1158
Hasna Begum  Syeda 202, 2295 Pembina Hwy Whpg. MB  R3T2H4 (204) 292-8322
Malakar Kamal Baljit K. 1614 Chancellor Drive Wpg. MB  R3T4B9 (204)261-7010
Mallick Kiron Laksmi 18 Driftwood Bay Wpg. MB R2J3P9 (204)257-3351
Mandal Bibhuti 10-722 Furby Street Wpg. MB  R2B2W3 (204) 783-2292
Mitra Prabir Kalpana Bobby, Debbie 62 Bethune Way Wpg. MB  R2M 5J3 (204) 256-0081
Moulik Sabyasachi 29-800 Beverley Street Wpg. MB  R3E2A6 (204) 977-4607
Mukerji Ayan Shruti 318-291 Goulet St. Wpg. MB  R2H 0S4 (204) 9993382
Pandey Ajay Anita Ayusha, Anish 104, Hindley Ave. Wpg. MB  R2M1P7  (204) 453-2282
Podder Chandra Nath  Rita Chandrima 130-99 Dalhousie Drive Wpg. MB  R3T 3M2 (204)772-3342
Ray Shoma Rina, Sheila 286 Bairdmore Wpg. MB  R3T6A3 (204)256-9147
Roy Dimple Nigel Dixon 3-14 Balmoral Street Wpg. MB R3C 1X2 (204)282-1750
Roy GouriSankar  Ratna Neilloy, Rajarshi 35 East Lake Drive Wpg. MB  R3T4T5 (204)261-0672
Roy Jaya 61 Wildwood Park Wpg. MB R3TO0C8 (204)453-0850
Roy Mili Greg Vandemosslaer Maya, Sohan 640 Kilkenny Wpg. MB  R3T3E1 (204)269-3673
Roy Pranab Manju Rupa, Ranjan 59 St. Michael Rd. Wpg. MB  R2M 2K7 (204) 257-6601
Roychowdhury  Subir Rimi Austin 302-1205 Grant Ave. Wpg. MB  R3M1Z3  (204) 221-9651
Saha Bhaskar Mimi Anindo 14 Kennington Bay Whpg. MB  R2N2L4 (204)-284-0834
Sarkar Ashok Tuntun Rahul 10 Brigantine Bay Wpg. MB R3P1R2  (204) 488-6643
Selvanathan Nandita Murugan Ahish, 'Anurag 289 Bowman Ave. Wpg. MB  R2K1P1 (204) 942-3261
Shome Subhrakam Jaba Devarshi, Tanajee 10 Celtic Bay Wpg. MB  R3T 2WN (204) 261-6348
Sinha Ranen Luella 582 Queenston Street Whpg. MB  R3NO0X3 (204)489-8635
Sinha Sachidananda Meera 116 Victoria Cres. Wpg. MB  R2M 1X4 (204) 253-9921
Sultana Roxana 2416 Portage Ave Wpg. MB  R3JON2 (204) 885-4456
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So is East India Company of Canada.
OTTAWA MONTREAL




JAFRY COMMUNICATIONS

50 Rainier Square , Toronto, Ontarioc M1t 246

Business: 416.321.5152 | Tax:416.321.0048
For Winnipeg: (204) 862-2477

Fmail: jafry@jaley.com  Websita: wwwijalry.com

Cher Thanks
o the
Communilics
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Winnipeg, Manitoba
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Wwinnipeg - 1 Universal Productions

#7 - 177 Lombard Avenue Winnipeg, Manitoba R3DB 0WS
Rusiness: 204.862.2477  YFax: 416.321.0549
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