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Sunday, 13th October

MAHASASTHI =-===-- Bodhan.....vveceeevee...3:00 P.M.
Amantran......cccceee...4:00 P.M.

Arati...cceeeeneeneneeesab6230
Monday, 14th October
MAHASAPTAMI -===- Kalparambho.......... eee.9:00
MahasnNan...ccceeceeee «e..10:00
Mahasaptami Puja........ 10:30
Pushpanjali &
Prashad Bitaran......... 12:00
Bhog, Arati......... e ses12230
Sandhya Bhog Arati....... 6:00
Tuesday, 15th October
MAHASHTHAM ====-- Mahasnan...cceeceeeeeeeeasa9:30
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Sandhya Arati..cccecesssss«7200
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PUJA COMMITTEE 1991
Chairperson............. ceeeseessse.Sibdas Biswas
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Decoration...c..eeeeeeeeeeeeess «sees..Prabir Mitra
Pradip Maiti
Pratuk Biwas
Rubena Sinha

Puja JOgar..cceeeceeen. " ERE e .....Bhramar Mukherji
Debjani Banerji
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Sub Editor............tcccvteeeee....Anindo choudhury
Shaila Nessar
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRPERSON OF DURGAPUJA COMMITTEE

It is a pleasure to extend greetings and best wishes on my
behalf and my family on the occasion of the 12th anniversary of the
Durgapuja, held at the temple. Other than the religious part and
practice, Mother's advent brings hope, prosperity, happiness and
things that allow people forget their past differences and
misunderstanding bringing them more close socially or otherwise.
They share common concerns,goals and happiness under the same
umbrella.I am personally thankful to the executive of the Hindu
Society and the members of the Hindu Community , who have
gracefully embraced this annual event as their own by sharing and
participation. This is our strength. Bichitra, particularly is
grateful to the Executive body, who have given the temple for use
for a common cause. Once again, I take this opportunity to welcome

you all and wish you a very happy and prosperous year.

SN )
S ;/\\v
xtf]<¥/l‘

- of
Shibdas Biswas
Chairperson
Durgapuja committee, 1991
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MESSAGE FROM GENERAL SECRETARY OF BICHITRA

Durga Puja is the premiere festival of Bengal. It is a time of
joy and celebration. On behalf of 'Bichitra' I would like to
welcome you all to participate in this yeafé festivities.

Oon this occasion let us take a break from the tedium of life
and enjoy the peace and happiness which Ma-Durga brings amongst us.

I would like to express my gratitude to all those who have
been involved in making this, the twelfth Puja in Winnipeg a

success.

Debjani Banerji
General Secretary
Bichitra
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ON BEING A BENGALI IN CANADA
RANEN SINHA

People have migrated from one place to another from the early
days of human civilization. There is nothing new in it. When times
are bad, food or shelter are scarce or personal safety is
threatened, one packs one's baggage and moves to greener pastures.
At other times, powerful nations with large armies invade the
weaker ones and conquer themn.

The next phase begins with ruling the defeated, super-imposing
the conqueror's culture and lifestyle over those of the conquered.
As time passes, many of the conquerors settle down among the
subject people. So it has been, and perhaps always will be with
peoples and nations.

In spite of this ongoing pattern of migration of people, most
countries or nations try their best to retain their identity,
through preserving their ethnic, cultural and social
characteristics. Sometimes, however, such zeal to preserve the
ethnic identities becomes an exercise in futility. Geographer
Kendall satirically commented on his nation's effort over the
centuries to keep Britain "British".

"Once upon a time there was a lot of British people in

Britain. But in 449 - the Angles came,

in 477 - the South Saxons arrived,

in 495 - the West Saxons followed them and they began to
take Britain over,

in 787 - the Danes came and settled and there was a lot
of fighting among immigrants until,

in 1066 - the Normans took us over and pinched all the
best jobs,

in 1688 - we even had a Dutch King,

in 1714 - we got a German one (and they stayed on).
There were Huguenot immigrants,
and Dutch weaver immigrants
and the Irish,
and Chinese restaurant-keepers,
and transport workers from Barbados,
«+.....American businessman,
«+«.....Malaysian nurses,
«ee....Indian doctors
and they all settle here,
-- and it still goes on!
and on!

SO LET'S KEEP BRITAIN BRITISH".
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Countries like Japan have been more successful in this regard.
Then, there is the case of modern Brazil where masses of people
with very different ethnic, racial and cultural backgrounds are
literally melting into one pot. Our ancestral country, India, has
been a mosaic of peoples for some time. In fact, when two or more
distinct peoples happens to share the same habitat or country, they
may remain moderately distinct, live in harmony and become a
"mosaic" as Switzerland and Canada. They may blend and become a
melting pot as in Brazil and the United States of America. Or, they
may remain truly distinct but in conflicts as in Israel and Sri
Lanka.

Large numbers of immigrants from India came to Canadian
shores, first during 1905-1908 (mostly Sikhs) and during 1961-1975.
Most Bengali immigrants in Toronto, Ottawa, Montreal, Winnipeg and
elsewhere in Canada came here during the later influx of migrants.
A large number of the Bengalis are white-collar workers employed as
physicians, engineers, scientists or similar other professions.

Thus it is only now that the Canadian-born second-generation
children of Bengali parents are approaching teen-age or adulthood.
They are about to face the full brunt of integration process with
the mainstream population of this beautiful, multicultural and
progressive country. Like many other nationalities who came before
us and adjusted to this country, albeit with much trials and
tribulations, we are also likely to have a few hurdles ahead.

How to face the challenge positively and without undue
pessimism? How to preserve at least parts of our delightful Bengali
language, culture and literature? The more ambitious ones amongst
us would like to preserve their "ethnic purity" by encouraging
their children to marry only amongst the Bengalis. We may avoid
much pain and anguish in the future, if we observe what has
happened in this regard to the Canadian-born children of other
ethnic groups in Canada.

Whether we like it or not, young people in this country marry
at their free will. Simply because they fall in love with a person,
regardless of their culture and ethnic background. I feel that as
first-generation Bengali parents, we should help and empathize with
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our sons and daughters in making their own choices, even if it may
be contrary to our own traditional Bengali expectations. What is
most important and probably also a more pragmatic approach would be
to reinforce in them our truly worthwhile Bengali ways and values.
Some of these are : our love for literature, poetry and music,
emphasis on affectionate brother-sister relationship, commitment to
the family, political awareness, free-thinking, and respect for the
aged.

In 1985, when the Bengali community in Manitoba had a Think
Tank on preserving Bengali heritage, some of our Canadian-born
Bengali young people felt that their parents were to protective and
not receptive to new and alternate points of views. Although this
teen-age reaction to the adults is not restricted to Bengali
parents alone, we as parents must be specially sensitive to this
type of feeling from our growing children and try to respond as
constructively as possible. Failing to meet this challenge with
kind and flexible advise, may cause enormous pain and dislocation
in otherwise harmonious relationship within a Bengali-Canadian
family. In this context one can never emphasize the importance of
communication between generations-- one of which is engrossed with
the nostalgia of the old country while the other is about to bloom
from a plant grown on the different soil substrate of a new
country. One parent in Manitoba Bengali Think Tank summed up the
main thrust of meeting the challenge this way:

Enlightened parental attitudes and good communication skills
will be necessary for the successful continuation of the Bengali
way of life in Canada. The approach has to be non-threatening and
should consider that our children are growing up in a country
different than ours. They may often not see things the same way as
we do. Most of all, we should be consistent by having the same
standard for us as we have for them, and by setting good behavioral
examples. It is important for the children to see us as absorbing
what is good in the Canadian way of life (to which they have a
greater affinity). This sensitive demonstration of a desire to give
and take will encourage greater cooperation on the part of the
children in appreciating things whose relevance they may now



question or may not often appreciate.

There is no clear solution to this dilemma of reconciling two
very different lifestyles and life views. The following guidelines
may be helpful:

1. We must accept that we can not transplant India
(Bengal) into Canada. These countries are genuinely
different -- culturally, socially, geographically and
climatologically, even though English type of educational
system and a tradition of parliamentary democracy are
common to both countries.

2. We should develop a lifestyle on the basis of the
classical value system, such as tolerance, honesty,
truth, and enthusiasm for learning. If one cares to look
for them, these values are just as often found in Canada
as in India; practising these values one may overcome
some of the obvious differences (in mores etc.)
encountered by living in another country.

3. For our second or third generation children, we should
accept that their lifestyle will be a sharp contrast from
what we experienced. Given this possibility, we should
try to pass on only the essence Bengali lifestyle and
life view to thenm.

4. Because our children are usually intelligent, and
themselves quite aware of this dilemma of living

with two culture, they should be given our full

support at home. Such positive reinforcement will

help them sort out on their own the conflicting

issues facing them in their day-to-day life. No

matter how much we as parents want to solve

children's problems, in the final analysis, it is

their responsibility. We should trust them to find a
balance and peace in their life and accept their

choice. We may be surprised at the outcome!
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FREEDOM
Protiti Khan

What Freedom means to me .....

Freedom means love and laughter

Of the people around. And when the
Hearts and minds of (little) children
Are at your attention - tell them .....
Tell them about freedom!

Tell them about Places, People,

Things around them.

Then tell them about the unfortunate,
The hunger and the pain

Tell them that they are Free!

But, tell them also that they will not be
Free until they free the others!

SNOW
Protiti Khan

I lay ... to watch the snow
Though I have seen this mindless
Process of beauty before,

I do wonder to its sight;
As the white flowers of

The sky seem to put life

To sleep, and as to prepare
It for the next morning!
Because when life awakens

It never dies.




A GIVING SPIRIT

H.V.L.

As the Cadillac owner walked to his car, he saw a boy about 10 years old staring intensely
through the windows. Wondering what he was up to, the man put his hands on the youngster’s
shoulders, pulled gently, and asked him what he was doing. The boy said he was interested in
cars and had read a lot about different models. He then told him many details about that
particular year and body style.

After a bit, the boy asked, "Mister, how much did you pay for this car?” The man replied,
"Nothing. My brother gave it to me.” The boy responded, "I wish ..." but stopped in mid-
sentence. The man chuckled, "You were going to say, 'I wish I had a brother like that.”" "No,
I was going to say, ’I wish I could be a brother like that. You see, sir, I have a brother who is
crippled and 1'd like to do a lot of things for him."

D MOTHER




THE REPATIRMAN

RANJAN BOSE

I dialled the number with trembling fingers, feeling just like
the person who hasn't been to the dentist for years and now must.
Someone picked up the phone at the other end bringing me to the
point of no return! "Hmm", the professional sounding voice at the
other end continued after a very stress - provoking pause, "when
did you say your unit was installed?" "Four years ago". And it has
never been serviced since then", the voice asked? Sweat poured
forth from my forehead, "No, I am afraid not, but, um, you see, it
never gave me any trouble". "We will be there next wednesday',
'god' said! I mustered up my last ounce of courage, Could you
possibly tell me the time of the day when the repairman will be
here"? "Anytime between ten in the morning and four in the
afternoon", and the conversation was over.

Wednesday came and as I was getting into the most tricky part
of my spreadsheet calculation, the door bell rang. It was the air-
conditioner repairman. A jaunty looking man in his mid-thirties.
Great weather for golfing, I wish I could take to the greens now",
he said as he scowled. I felt gquilty, if only it wasn't for my air-
conditioner he could be out there putting. Some people have a habit
of chatting with their repair men. I leave mine alone. Paying sixty
dollar an hour for small talk is not my cup of tea. After 15
minutes of noisy cleaning, the man, hot from 'hard' toil, emerged
from the basement and focused his attention on the compressor unit
outside. Covers came off and even I was recruited into service. I
happily ran in and out turning up or down the thermostat at the
beckoning of the Master. Then all of a sudden, the air-conditioner
which had never troubled me in the last four years refused to
sweat. "Hmm', the repairman muttered. It was my turn to sweat. How
many times have I heard that profession expression which inevitably
turns on to the $ sign. But I was not giving it easy. " Unit has
never given me trouble in the last four years, what could have gone
wrong', I squeaked? "Could be your relays or one of the



capacitors", came the reply accompanied by a benevolent smile. A
couple of minutes passed and the unit was still dead. Then he
touched a relay and the unit came alive only to die as soon as his
screwdriver lifted off. "I can't afford that ", gasped I. Then he
suddenly had an inspiration, "May be the compressor pump is over
heating”™, and he hosed the unit. The air conditioner started
working. "It is working now", the golfer started putting away his
tools impatiently. "Please let me try one time just to make sure it
will look o.k. When the unit cycles", I begged and ran inside to
turn the thermostat up and then down. Sure enough, the blasted air
-conditioner was sitting there, its silence mocking me. "Could be
the capacitors, y'know", the voice of wisdom pronounced. Suddenly
something flashed in my memory. " I just remembered something, I
think this unit has a delay built in, so that every time the
thermostat settings are changed the unit comes on after four
minutes or so".Amused disbelief pouring from his eyes, the
repairman asked me if I had an owner's manual. Like a drowning man,
clawing from straws, I ran inside and rummaged for the manual.
"Here, see it says tat after resetting the thermostat, there is a
delay ......", I pleaded. Meanwhile, he had discovered that the
current drawn by the unit was 7.8 amperes. Even on my asking him he
did not clearly tell me if that was too high or too low or what.
Leaning (very) heavily back on principles of physics learned twenty
years ago and common sense gained since then, I figured that if the
circuit breaker was rated at 30 amperes, a current of 7.8 Amperes
could not be all that high. A table in the manual proved me to be
right. Having regained my self- confidence, I timed the delay,
between changing the thermostat setting and the unit turning on by
itself, several times. It indeed was about four minutes. "You must
get your unit serviced every year, keeps 'things' in shape", he
offered the friendly advice as I wrote out a check for 65 dollars
and some odd cents. "You don't see that kind of thermostat a lot,
the sucker fooled me with that four minutes delay", he said as he
drove away! At least he was honest!

I was talking to my neighbour the other evening, you know, one
of those rare across the fence chats. "Do you know much about
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cars", he asked? "A little", I replied. "Well you know there is
this intermittent gurgling whine which my jalopy sometimes makes on
humid days'. I did not waste any time thinking, "sounds like either
the relays or one of the capacitors". "Ah", he said and looked
relieved. We probably have the same air-conditioner repair man.
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THE LONELY BEAR
NISHAD JABEEN (LINSA)

Once there was a lonely bear. He didn't have any friends
except his jungle friends. For this he was very sad. He wanted new
friends like kids.The next morning the bear saw two kids. One was
a girl and the other was a boy. The girl's name was Kera and the
boy's name was Fredy. Kera was 8 years old and Fredy was 10 years
old. The bear wanted to be their friends. So he asked if they could
be his friends and they said o.k. This made the bear feel very
happy.So they had lots of fun together. They went to the zoo, they
went to the park, they went to the picnic and also went to the
museum together.Kera and Fredy then took the bear to their house to
meet their parents.Their mom's name was Catherine and their dad's
name was Bart. Catherine and Bart was very pleased to meet the
bear. This made the bear feel more happy and he never felt sad
again. The bear was so happy that he could cry but he didn't cry.
So the bear lived happily ever after with this happy and friendly
family. THE END
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From: Mom & Dad
September 21, 1990
Winnipeg

Shibdas Biswas

A gift of god

Years of craze and yearning
blessed, a baby born
A gift of god, to be adorn
Smile, laughter, cry day and night
Tossing, singing and shedding tears
Grows the little beauty like my dear
Blend with force and courage outdoing all
Pass eighteen, that's not all ...
Twinkling of her eyes, a mingling of her smile
and some grumbling face
Filled the 18 years, like the other day, what a grace!
Pass eighteen, out you grown
No change, wherever you go,yet my own
Care and love, as it was

Remains blessed, the maiden born
O H lord, a gift of God,
a baby born.
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MOSAIC: made my day at last....... Shibdas Biswas
(1)

The lines, I write take me to past

Young I was, fearless, stumbled on my way

Fell and rose, never turned back, made my day at last.......

The land I chose, made me weary

Never repented, made my way at (ast....

In search of knowledge, inundated with desire

Cometh the [ad, never looked back, made my day at last.......
(2)

Values I carry is not the matter of the past

It is in my heart, continue to remind me of the past, made my day at last.......

Care and share, be one with others

Thats what I want to pass on to others

Foods, clothes and rituals, not different from others

Together that makes “mosaic”, made my day at [ast.......

Dance and music is in my blood

It is to be cherished, pass on to others like a flood

Together that makes the mosaic, made my day at last.......
(3)

Our women and children need to be cared

Help them feel, the land they live, nothing to scare

Together that makes the mosaic, made my day at (ast.......

Let them choose with the values in mind

Held your hand as they stumble and grind

That makes the mosaic, made my day at last.......
(4)

Douth carrying the banner of tomorrow

Let them learn to [ive and share

Together that makes the mosaic, made my day at [ast.......

Care and share, be one with others

Thats what I want to pass it to others

MaKes the mosaic, made my day at [ast....

No more hatred, discrimination away

Thats the youth to be, we Know of today

Together that makes the mosaic, made my day at last....
(5)

Equal opportunity, faith in the system

That shall grow without any fear in each custom

Together that maKes the mosaic, made my day at [ast....

Live and let live with hope and share

‘That is Canada, a land we are here

Held your hand, let not stumble

That makes the mosaic, made my ‘stay’ at last....






