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Territory Acknowledgment

By ~
Bichitra
The Bengali Association
of Manitoba Inc.

We would like to acknowledge that
we are on Treaty 1 territory and
that the land on which we gather 1s
the traditional territory of
Anishinaabeg, Cree, Ojitbway-Cree,
Dakota, and Dene Peoples, and the
homeland of the Métis Nation
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In Memoriam: 1978-2021

The members of Bichitra — The Bengali Association of Manitoba Inc., are
the organization's greatest asset.

On this page, Bichitra pays homage to the many members and talents
we lost during the past 42 years.

Anju Sen

Ashim Kumar Roy
Bijoy Roy Chaudhury
Chitta Ranjan Ghosh
Deepak Bose

Lily Mukherjee
Manoranjan Ray
Mujibur Rahman

Prasun Tagore

Pulak Ghosh

Radha Madhab Das
Ranen Sinha

Rina Ganguly

Rory Fonseca

Shanti Majumdar
Shibdas Biswas
Snehesh Kumar Sinha
Samir Bhattacharya
Chandra Samanta
Gaurisankar Roy
Kiron Mallick
Lakshmi “Lucky” Mallick

We made every effort to ensure accuracy of information contained in this list.
Any errors or omissions are purely unintentional.
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Message of Acknowledgment

~From the executive commaittee

The Bichitra Executive Committee would like to welcome
you all at the 41st Shri Shri Durga Puja. This year is very
special in the essence that this is the first time Bichitra is
going to organize a puja during pandemic following the
Provincial Public Health Order. To ensure that our members
get an opportunity to participate in the puja in a Bengali way
over a course of three days, we are organizing the puja at 800
Point Road, Winnipeg, MB R3T 3L8.

Your generous support to organize the 41st Durga Puja is
very much appreciated. We extend our sincere greetings and
best wishes to all the members and friends of Bichitra and to
all the guests participating in this year’s festivities.

On this occasion, we sincerely thank all the members of
Bichitra and of the Durga Puja Committee for their hard work
and help in making the 2021 Durga Puja celebrations a reality,
and thank the most dedicated editors, all the contributors,
and advertisers for making the publication of Agomoni a
grand success.
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Shree Shree Durga Puja Timings

~2021

X Maha Shasthi October 15, 6.30 pm
X Maha Saptami October 16, 12.30 pm
X Maha Ashtami October 16, 6.30 pm
X8 Maha Nabami and October 17, 10:30 am
Byjoya Dashami to 10 pm
—~L

Venue: Fort Garry United Church
800 Point Road
Winnipeg R38 3L8

Contact: Asit Dey (204)-770-8986
Pijush Majumdar (204)-290-6332

17



Executive Commaittee,

2021-2023

Asit Dey, President

Thanks everyone for checking out our
website. Asit enjoys volunteering and love to
participate in different cultural activities. He
likes to proliferate the passion for
volunteering to the people he knows. His
vision is to share and leverage the strengths
to build a strong cultural and responsive
community in Manitoba.

Surjya Banik, Vice President

Surjya Banik is a Mechanical engineer and
currently working as a Power Engineer with
the Ministry of Finance, Govt. of Manitoba.
He is married to Dr. Mitali Banik and
blessed with two daughters. He enjoys
listening to devotional and classical music
and likes nature, people, and leans towards
spiritually focused activities. He is a
compassionate, straightforward, and
honest person.




Executive Commaittee,

2021-2023

Avishek Ghosh, General Secretary

Avishek is an Electrical Engineer by
profession and currently working as a
Research Assistant at the University of :
Manitoba. He strongly believes in giving back .
to the community and serves as an active :
volunteer at different capacities. Besides :
serving as a General Secretary for Bichitra's
executive committee, he also volunteers at
the International Centre at UofM, IEEE
student chapter and Engineers Geoscientists
Manitoba. Exploring the unknown, traveling -
the globe and experiencing different cultures, :
cuisines and music are what drive Avishek
forward.

Shovan Dutta, Treasurer

Shovan Dutta is a seasoned banker with 23
years of international banking experience.
He is currently working as independent
contractor with Sunova Credit Union. He
holds a CSI designation from Canada and
CTP designation from the United States.
He lives with his family and enjoys
exploring his culinary skills, gardening, and
travelling in his spare time.




Executive Commaittee,

2021-2023

Papri Chakraborty, Cultural Secretary
W A 371 e feree e ferate anfey &1y !

Srijeet Saha, Food Secretary
a 37 11 Y o ST fer2ite Sifel o7 |




Executive Commaittee,

2021-2023

Jigeesha Mukherjee, Publication Secretary
Jigeesha is a second year PhD student at the
Department of Microbiology, University of

&% Manitoba, working on fungal genetics. Her

“. Interests beyond academics involve slam poetry

W ¥ and music. She is also enthusiastic about

' participating in community events, charity drives
and volunteering. She hopes to forge meaningful -
associations with the members of the Bengali :
community in Winnipeg through Bichitra.

Arindam Sarkar, Member-At-Large

Arindam is an active volunteer in the community
and sits on the executive and advisory board of
multiple not-for-profit organizations. He was an
exec. member at Vedanta Society of Winnipeg,
active volunteer at Agape Table, technology
evangelist at WSD, fundraiser at JDRF and
contemplative speaker. He is a technology
enthusiast, an avid reader of science fictions and a
die-hard fan of San Antonio Spurs. Apart from his
volunteering activities, he is a management
consultant by profession — a day job that helps for




Executive Commaittee,

2021-2023

Pranab Debnath, Member-At-Large
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Pijush Majumdar, Ex-President

Warm greetings to all our members. By profession
Pijush is a registered pharmacist and by heart he
IS a pure Bengali who loves to be involved in
community activities & help others irrespective of
race, religion & ethnicity! His favorite hobby is to
travel different parts of this planet while exploring
different cultures and people from different
ethnicity. Other than the Bengali food, he is crazy
about Cantonese style Chinese food. Unlike lot of
other Winnipeggers, Pijush is a big fan of Winnipeg
winter.

|
|
|
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Bichitra Member
Directory, 2021

. 2 Postal
Sr. No. Last Name First Name Spouse Children Address Code Phone
1 Adhikari Prasant : - 3 g:ld” R3T 3C5 |269-1468
2 Alam Jesmen - : T nse R3Y 0BG [269-5544
Ave
Shivani, 145
3 Bal Makhan Krishna Shibashis, Edward R2C OV9 |222-3993
Shomit Ave. East
Naina
- 3 Grenfell
4 Banerji Shantanu Versha Aaksasn, |203 Grenfe R3P OB |807-5092
. Bivd
Robin
214 - 26
5 Banik Anjan Anju Ayan, Antar Gaylene R3T 4G7 |963-6344
Place
113 - 26
6 Banik Rajib Trisha Ritisha Gaylene R3T 4G7 |963-5035
Place
Anindita, 11 - 1523
7 Banik Sakti Prasad Ratna Hrishikesh, Chancellor R3T 4G1 |BDS-6274
Shatabdi Dr.
8 Banik Surfya Mitaii by 1344 Lee | pareE2 [221-9692
Upama Bivd
1522 - 77
9 Bankar Gaurav Rukmini - University R3T 3NB |504-0233
Cres,
10 Basu Saibal Sujata | Sachin, Snehal | >® R;t‘"““" R3T 2R4 [275-5606
i 3 ) 1067
11 Bhatta Shapath Mousumi Prothoma 3 : R3T 073 |772-6812
Parker Ave
404 - 333
12 Bhattacharya Samir K. - - Vaughn R38 3]9 |898-3905
Street
10
13 Bhowmick Alik Suchita Pranjai, Pristine Ashwood R2] 3G6 |229-5438
Cove
605 - 1710
14 Biswas Sumita - - Portage R3) 0E2 |257-7952
Avenue
. 1929 Jefferso
15 Chakraborty Pradyut Papri Priyanshu ave | R2R1R9 |608-0585
1844
16 Chand Dr. Jagdish Kumud - Chancellor R3T 4HS5 |261-1307
Dr.
404-170
17 Chatterjee Tirthik Gitalipi Mihika Hargrave R3C 3H4 |930-6261
St.
B01- 1355
18 Chaudhuri Abhijit Sadhana - Lee R3T 4X3 |480-8637
Boulevard
19 Chaudhuri Atanu Deviani | Soumya, Trisha [103-400 Tache| oo 3c3 |8o1-6245

Ave.




Bichitra Member

Directory, 2021

. B Postal
Sr. No. Last Name First Name Spouse Children Address Code Phone
20 Chaudhuri Biswajit Cauvery Chitrangada 1392 R3T 4H6 |416-4566
Chancellor Dr.
21 Das Dip Kumar Srabani Anna ‘gc':‘(‘l‘:* R2N 152 [298-4005
22 Das Subha - - 67 McGill | p312ve |269-7249
Place
. s B St A : 2 Healy
23 Das Pranay Sathi Rani Soptom Neel Crescent R2N 259 |416-6598
Swadesh : 3 : Pinaki, 1951 Wilkam
24 Das Chandra Nilima Rani Susmith Ave West R2R 0C1 |417-9962
25 Deb Apurba Lipi Mrittika, Moinak | = é‘)’l‘:‘d‘ R3T 514 |417-1798
_ , 106 Laval 431-338-
26 Deb Mridul Jolly Anamika, Shaon Dr. R3T 2X7 0052
27 Debnath Jayanta Shilalipi Mugdho 3‘“5‘1"“" R3G 1P7 |[21B-1116
28 Debanth Pranab Sikta Monisha, 140 Wayfield| o1 609 [275-6882
Debajyoti Dr.
2
29 Dey Asit Prachi Ryma, Raul Brookstone R3Y 0C4 |219-8969
PL.
. : R E 3 Munn
30 Dey Bishnu Ranjan Bipasha Ipshita, Ishani Road R2N 3H8 |951-7675
31 Dey Liton Susmita Adrita, 35Draho | pon 4H1 [|914-9820
Hrishit Crescemt
147
32 Dutta Samrat Amrita Alisha Kingsciear R2N OK4 |B6S-6178
Dr.
7 Drew
33 Dutta Shovan Elora Spresha R3YOLL |430-2012
Streat
34 Ganguly pallab Late Rina Riya, Rishi 10%:33;“’* R2N OE1 |[504-4021
pr‘ ~ 10 BDlue
35 Ghosh Amiotosh Rimi % ""‘J"': Spruce R2M 4C2 |698-4025
FacnIo Crescent
36 Ghosh Archana i i 13 Harcourt | 0 M3 [558-0288
Ave., Toronto
3-161¢6
37 Ghosh Avishek Shreyoshi - Pembina R3T 2G2 4321,' 336’
Hwy. =
3 He
38 Ghosh Neil - 13 Harcourt | \aw 1M3 |996-3557
Ave., Toronto
1151
39 Ghosh Prabal Swati Celina Fairfield R3T 2R3 |269-3075

Ave,




Bichitra Member
Directory, 2021

Sr. No. Last Name First Name Spouse Children Address Pcos';:' Phone
Anushk 154
40 Ghosh Saday Savitri A:,:;,:: \36 Southwalk R2N 1M7 |998-6362
Bay
107-701
41 Ghosh Sandeep Joyita Aahana Sterling R3P 2V1 63?7'221'
Lyon Pkwy
Ronav, 1 . Michae
42 Ghosh Subhankar Triparna Ral:i’r‘:l 19e S‘R:'d"’"' R3M 2K9 [296-0396
912-33
a3 Kundu Kaushik Swatilekha - Hargrave R3C 379 |881-6283
Street
i _ 5 - 1614
44 Malaker Kamal Baljit K. Sharmeela Chancelior Dr R3T 489 |261-7010
1914 A
45 Majumdar Arpan Apoarva < 121 Stzge:""" R2L 2B5 |s98-5506
a6 Majumdar Pijush Arpita Ayush 23 Lg;:f*"d R3Y OM6 [261-8917
) 134 _ 7 Cadwell 431-588-
47 Majumdar Tuhin Ritu Ayden Crescent R3Y 172 3133
, 2588 7 - 66 .
48 Mandal Bibhuti : - P is R3C IN9 |783-2292
T 210
49 Mandal Neshmi Cautam Ril:l::')?\eé’ Knightabridg N2M 4ED 255 3439
e Dr.
404
50 Mandal Saumen Shampa Arnab, Sourav | Kirkbridge R3T SR4 |261-8645
Dr.
51 Mesbanul rang Nahid Sayeda 27 Gr;:nsbofo R3T 4K9 |2b9-b024
Y
. . P v 62 Bethune
52 Mitra Prabir Kalpana Bobby, Debbie Way R2M 513 |[256-0081
15 Lake Villag
53 Mojumder Antor - iy ®9%| R3TaM7 [202-6249
54 Mondal Sujay Chandrani : e R3C 1P9 |869-5150
Edmonton St
_ sshani 180 Everden
55 Mukerji Ayan Shruti i Srinrin o R2N 412 [999-3382
R
56 Mukhopadhyay Jigeesha i . 211 KB‘:“"“Q” R3T 4WS |396-2195
57 Pandey Anita Ajay g 4 7 Marvan Cove| R2N OC7 [453-2282
65 Becontres
58 Paul Jagari Avinash Avya s ™| ramn2z9 [952-9170
59 Paul Niranjan Archana | Orgho, Adrita |70 Wats'=tene| o3y 012 |872-4477

Dr.




Bichitra Member
Directory, 2021

Sr. No. Last Name First Nameae Spmmn Childran Address POSt:l Phone
: Arunava Roy . 207-952 431-336-
av E R3T 2K1 3
60 Pavel Chowdhury bRy Chancelior Dr. 4564
Nabarun ) . 82 Barrington 5
61 Poddar (Shaon) Bappy Sanaskrity Ave R2M 2A7 |BB1-8485
_ . > : : 3 Marquis 647-896-
62 Pramanik Projjwal Crascant R2P 037 0693
63 Quadir Reza Kaniz Arpita, Aazan |4 R‘gr"' O2k | p3y 1R2 |060-9222
64 Ray Shoma - - " N_c"‘;’g‘"a R3N OTB W14-4661
65 Ray Sisk Reena Joel Maya, Sachin | NS',‘:'?"'“ R3N OTB }14-4661
Roy Karabi ‘et . | 752 Ashworth o
66 e Subir (Rimi) Austin, Aarya o ot R2N 4C3 [p21-6951
1811 - 170
67 Ray Dhrubajyoli Moumita Shreyan Hargrave R3C 3H4 |[930-8721
Street
ok Neilloy, - .
68 Ray Gaurisankar Ratna > 35 East Lake Dr] R3T 475 |261-0672
Rajarshi
710-965
69 Roy Jaya - - Inverhouse Dr.| L5]) 4B4 B55-5063
ON
70 Roy Pranab Manju Rupa, Ronjan |~° 5:2'0’::1‘”4‘" R2M 2K7 |257-6601
71 Roy Sima - : 133 “[')”r'“"’”"' R3T 515 |557-4086
72 Saha Bhaskar Mimi Aninda R4 Williams St..| o 0c>  |915-8324
Markham
73 Saha Ranjan Sayani Riyona 3 Brixton Bay R2N 2R1 |480-9891
. 501-2815 431-997-
74 Saha Srijeet - - Pembina Hwy R3T 4Y8 2456
405-701
73 Sanyal Ripankar Ankana - Sterling Lyon R3P 119 |291-2936
Pkwy
76 Sarkar Arindam Urbi Aaheli 60 Edward R3X 0J8 |952-1604
Turner Dr.
Rahul 6-460
77 Sarkar Ashok Tuntun ‘ Lindenwoods R3P 0OY1 |48BB-6643
Avantika -
Dr. W.
78 Sarkar Joykrishna Debjani Joshita, 1233 Southglen| oo\ 403 |505-3661
Jasmitha Bivd
79 Sarker Ashish Anupama Nabonita, | 308-70 Bison | o3y o5 |g15-8485
Aditya Dr.




Bichitra Member
Directory, 2021

i L Postal

Sr. No. Last Name First Name Spouse Children Address Code Phone

80 Satpathy Purna Chandra Alpana Swayam 63 ,é"l_::h"e R2] 2L6 |509-0235

81 Shahrier Utsha Lubna 3 T’Bi,”;'“” R3T 562 |962-8717

82 Shome Subhrakam Shashwali B o rehi, Tanajee| 10 Celtic R3T 2W9 |261-6348
(Joba) x Bay

83 Sinha Luella Late Ranen Mala, Jay [02 Queenston| o\ ox3 |489-8635
Sinha Street

84 Sutradhar Pikiu Moushumi Poridhi 2C-940 R3T 2K1 |952-3742

Chancellor Dr.
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Poem and artwork
by
~Ryma Dey

Maa Durga

Maa Durga, we are blessed with the
courage

to fight all evil, and

to make peace in life.

To the goddess

who protects us from all harm,

we thank you for the dedication and
charm.

Five nights for Maa Durga,
full of food and songs,
celebrating your presence,
with dance all night long.

The gift of kindness, freedom, success,
courage

and wisdom from you,
we will extend those gifts

to others 1in needs

throughout the years thinking about you.




The Holocaust was an 2 HOlocauSt

extermination of all European Jews
during WW2. Between the time period

of 1933-1945, the Nazi Community

and 1ts associates completely It was a dreaded experience for

murdered about six ngﬂlion Jews e the Jews living through the war, as
across German occupied land, which 1s they could never know if they would -
about two-thirds of the Jewish be alive the next day. The possibility -
population. Jews were either of being caught by a German soldier -

exterminated through labour work, (police) was terrifying. They had no

clue about what was happening and -
why. They were constantly living in
danger. It was an abominable
nightmare.

were sent to gas chambers with
deathly gas, or were sent to gas vans,
ending in genocide at concentration
camps! Also, to distinguish Jews from
German people, they were forced to
wear a blue star of David on their
clothing. Many Jewish stores,
synagogues and many more had been

destroyed by getting burned, people Jews would have to run away
smashing the windows, or by getting from the public to find a place to
attacked. In fact, Jews had been forced hide, they would be made fun of
to hold up signs telling the public not and even forced to do things that

to shop at their stores. made them look different from
other German people. The final
step was being deported to a
concentration camp where they
breathed their last couple of
breaths. The Holocaust was like a
As a punishment, the Nazi punishment for innocent people,
government made it clear that and it is the reason why many
no Jewish person could marry young lives had been taken away.
any German civilian and that
soon all their citizenships

would be taken away!

30



Many Jewish people had to 9
sacrifice everything they had to protect HOlocauSt

their loved ones and themselves. The
most common way Jewish people

would protect themselves is by simply In Munich, in the year of 1942,
finding a hiding spot. Many Jews university students formed a group
would hide in attics, cellars, old called the White Rose resistance
buildings, corners where they wouldn’t group that was against Hitler.

be seen, or any place that wouldn’t However, because of this group
expose their identity. When Jews were formation, the leaders of the group
hiding, 1t was mandatory to remain (Hans Scholl, Sophie Scholl, and a
quiet and to use very little resources professor named Kurt Huber) were

(things) for daily use. For example, arrested and executed for the
when the family was hungry, they distribution of anti-Nazi notice.
would use a small stove that could
easily heat up food items.

Although many people supported Adolf

Hitler and his government, there were Because the Naz1 government
many Germans that disliked and had been so strong that if someone
disagreed with his rules and decisions. said anything against them, they
Many people made plans to would instantly be arrested and

assassinate him and to overthrow his executed and that was a big scare

established regime. for people.
During the Holocaust, up to 20

million people died, which include
homosexuals, people with
disabilities, Jews, Soviet civilians,
Serbs, and many more!

Walking into a concentration
camp was like walking towards

The main reason people did not
speak up and say anything to
def?nd the Jews is because your own death. More than
du?lng the H(.)local?st, Adolf millions of people were imprisoned,
Hitler and his regime had mistreated, and were murdered,
become extremely powerful and but only because of their ethnic
it would’ve been very hard to identity.
overpower him.

31



Auschwitz was the biggest
and deadliest concentration
camp, around 1.1 million people
were killed there, and almost
one million of them were Jews.

Out of the millions of
people that were deported
and killed there, only 196
people were successful and
managed to escape!

2 | Holocaust

During the Holocaust, there
were more than 44,000
concentration camps! However,
apart from a few exceptions,
victims who were deported to
concentration camps were
instantly killed upon arrival in
gas chambers!

Article by
~Anna Das
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Sometime in the beginning of
March, 2020, all of a sudden I heard
a deadly virus was spreading all over
the world. I had no idea of what this
virus was and how it could affect our
lives! My parents told me that a new
virus named COVID-19, came from
China and it was spreading very fast.
Many people were dying throughout
the world as there was no treatment
for the infection. My parents and my
teachers said that I must not touch
anything and had to wash my hands
thoroughly as I could get the
infection by touching things.

On a Friday evening, one of our
relatives called from Toronto and
suggested to my dad that we should
do as much grocery shopping as
possible as there was news that the
stores and malls would be closed for
a while. My dad went to the
superstore as that's where he loves to
oo for his groceries.

At that point, I still didn't
know we were heading for
something called pandemic, a
word I had never heard
before!

+ | Effect of
COVID-pandemic

1n our lives

He came home frustrated with
very few items saying he never saw
that many people in the superstore
and that everyone was buying massive
amounts of everything with an
unknown fear. Soon we had many
other rules to follow, like wearing
masks, not going to anybody’s house
and maintaining social distance from
everybody.

I went to my school and to my

surprise, I saw the least number of
students not only in my class but in
the entire school. The number of
students continued to be lower every
day and so were the number of cars on
the roads. I started to feel something
scary and uncertain coming in our
way. After a week, the school sent an
email to my mother saying the school
would be closed for two weeks 1n order -
to keep the students and staff safe
from COVID-19 infection. I heard my
parents discussing how many new
cases were tested positive in Winnipeg :
for that day. Thankfully, my mom’s
office allowed her to work from home
for the next two weeks and she was
home with me.
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Things started changing
dramatically in the next few days as
every news channel and radio station
discussed how many people were
getting infected on a daily basis. My
home city, Winnipeg, wasn't an
exception from the increasing spread
of the deadly virus. My parents told
me that the world was officially in
the pandemic. Curiously, I googled
the word 'Pandemaic' and got more
scared when I started reading about
1t. My school got closed for the
summer, everyone stopped going to
each other’s house, all the
community activities were cancelled
and there were no weekend parties
or play-dates.

The new adjustment to life and
the adaptation with the pandemic
began. The journey had not been
easy at all!

Outside of home, most of the
services were either closed or
were functioning for limited
hours. It was difficult in a way
that we almost got home
bound.

Effect of
COVID-pandemic

1n our lives

Only essential workers like my
dad kept going to work on a daily
basis, whereas my mom would work a -
few days from home and a few days,
she would go to the office. School
announced that they will start
teaching online. We started virtual
learning.

Initially it was a little problematic -
to adjust to the school's online classes; -
but very soon I started liking it as that-
was the only time I had the :
opportunity to see my friends. Very
soon, I connected with my community -
friends the same way in my virtual :
class and finally I could play my video -
games again with my friends. :
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On other hand, families
started spending more time than
ever with each other. Although I
didn't get to spend that much
time with my dad due to his
work pattern, I surely spent a lot
of good time with my mom.

As everyone was maintaining
social distance and wearing
masks, people were getting less
sick during this pandemic. My
dad even said he did not hear
many people who had the flu last
year. He believed 1t was because
of social distancing and using
masks.

In conclusion, I still
consider this phase to
have some positive
contribution in our lives
as well.

. | Kffect of
COVID-pandemic

1n our lives

Pandemic will likely cause
long-standing or even permanent
changes to the world. While most
people debate on its negative
1mpact, I think not everything
was negative during this time!

The teachers and students
became more creative and
collaborative during this time.
Some office workers loved
working in a remote setting. We
learned to do many things online
and i1t opened up many
opportunities for everybody. We
could spend more time with
family and enjoy our
neighbourhood.

Article by

~Ayush Majumdar
(Piku)
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One day a boy was walking
to school. He saw a black van.
The van pulled over right in
front of the boy. The guy inside
of the car asked the boy if he
wanted a ride. The boy said OK!
The boy went in the car. But he
was kidnapped and he didn’t
know. They went to an
abandoned cabin.

é{\ o ;'

Q@
/l\

|

What I learned today is
never to go into
someone’s car except
your mom and dad’s
car!

s | The Boy Who ;
Almost Got Killed :

The boy was very scared
because he knew this wasn’t the
way to school. The guy loudly
asked him to get out of the car.
The guy was holding a knife at
the boy’s neck. The boy saw dead -
bodies and skeletons everywhere. -

The boy escaped. The guy and -
his friend had a weapon and tried
to kill the boy but the boy
escaped. Also, the boy said he
would never go 1n anyone’s car
except for his mom and dad’s car.

Article by
~Raul Dey
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The complex issue of
self-1dentification for the Indigenous
people today, remains inextricably
linked with past government
legislation and continued
stereotyping.

Aboriginal 1dentity encompasses
an enormous diversity of people,
ogroups and interests located within
varying socio-political, economic and
demographic situations. They spring
from many nations and traditions. At
a legal level, Canada recognizes
specific groups such as Indians, Inuit
and Métis. However, within these
broad categories there are many
sub-groups (e.g., Red River Métis,
Western Métis; Inuvialuit, Nunavut;
Cree, Ojibwa).

Acknowledging the struggles
of the past and the present
and overcoming differences

to be one with the
Indigenous community.

s | A Lesson on ;
Aboriginal ldentity:

Aboriginal peoples have long
argued that Aboriginal identity has
been essentialized so that the
1mplementation of the government’s
policy of Aboriginal peoples would be
made easier and which 1n the end,
results in the negligence of
acknowledging these variations
among such a wide group of peoples.

In order to acknowledge the past
and current struggles and
stereotypes that come associated
with the Aboriginal identity, and to
create a safer, more harmonious

society for our Indigenous peers, it is -

crucial that we understand and
respect the various nuances and
traditions of the Indigenous culture.

i/

EVERY
CHILD
MATTERS
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This 1s inclusive of, but not
restricted to: the importance of
ancestral language as part of
Indigenous culture; understanding
past and present trauma
(psychological and sexual abuse on
women and children, impact of the
Indian Act); ongoing racist
stereotypes and discrimination; how
creating a safe space for our
Indigenous peers can help them
overcome the fear associated with
their identity; and finally, how we
can learn from the Indigenous
culture and create a more
sustainable environment.

The Canadian school system
and mainstream media
propagates harmful
stereotypes, as very little is
taught about Indigenous
Peoples and their real history
from their point of view.

s | A Lesson on ;
Aboriginal ldentity:

To ensure that there 1s
understanding, respect, and

appreciation between Indigenous and .
non-Indigenous peoples, both need to .
meet, work together, and learn about -

each other.

Past trauma such as the impact
of the Indian Act (especially in
reducing status of women, abusing
children etc.) is leading to our
Indigenous peers being
uncomfortable in current academic
and professional spheres,

furthermore, facing microaggressions -

on a daily basis.

Hence reconciliation is crucial, to .

minimize real conflict between the
Indigenous Peoples and the
dominant non-Indigenous culture
and help our Aboriginal peers to
navigate safely at school and work
and eventually overcome the fear
associated with living their true
1dentity freely.
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o t - s |A Lesson on _
ne must remember tha . c
trauma 1s continuous and deeply AbOI’lngal Identlty

seeded 1in the Indigenous

1dentity. . .
Given the impacts of the

genocidal history, horrific past
1magery of having one’s own
language and culture being

Reconciliation must involve
promoting awareness in the

Canadian society about the tortuously extracted out of them, on
physical, psychological and the health and well-being of
emotional costs that Aboriginal Aboriginal peoples, it is imperative
families and communities have that effective and culturally

endured. appropriate strategies be developed
to interrupt the intergenerational
transmission of this trauma, so that

individuals, families, and

communities, can begin to heal.

The nature of many Aboriginal
peoples’ communities and lifestyles
means that they are feeling the
effects of climate change much
differently than those living in urban .
neighbourhoods. Many Aboriginal
peoples live in rural or Northern
areas, where resource extraction

The residential school era directly and immediately threatens
left ongoing an d the biocultural diversity of the land

. > and wildlife in these areas.
devastating impacts on the
health, and well-being of
individuals, families and
communities.
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Apart from the large-scale
1mplications of climate change like
greenhouse gas emissions and acidic
pollution, mineral mining processes
have other consequences that affect
these areas directly. Canadian
indigenous groups are leading the
charge against fossil-fuel
development in a country with the
world’s third-largest proven oil
reserves, using rail blockades as
leverage.

Canada’s Indigenous peoples
have a unique relationship
with and understanding of
their lands and territories.

s | A Lesson on ;
Aboriginal ldentity:

Many Indigenous communities,
working alongside ecological and
labour organizations, have supported -
the shift to a sustainable economy :
reliant on green technologies, a
renewable energy strategy, and
“oreen jobs” that aim to decarbonize
production processes to guide
Canada into a more sustainable
future.

As we become more aware of the
evils of the government-imposed
propaganda to harm and
discriminate against Indigenous
people, we can contribute to their
well-intended efforts for the society
and the environment at large.
Overall, a harmonious relationship
between Indigenous and
non-Indigenous people can lead to a
better society for all.

Article by
~J1geesha Mukherjee
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If someone asks me today: tell
me what you can say on Leptis
Magna, I will stare at him with a
vacant look, assuming he is trying
to teach me Latin. No 1dea, I would
say!

On second thought, could it be
another charter like the "Magna
Carta, the great charter," which 1s
the most important constitutional
document of all times we learned
about in our school history? In
Bengal, under Calcutta University,
we had to learn British History. I do
not know if it was true in other
provinces and other universities.
Magna Carta 1s the foundation of
freedom of the individual against
despots' arbitrary authority, as we
were taught.

You! He said, we are all lucky,
not knowing what "Leptis

Magna" is in the 21st century
AD.

» [Midnight in Leptis:
Magna '

I thought I gave a clever answer.
He stared at me, smiled and said,
good try! But the response
resounded:

Nope! Try again, he said.
I had no 1dea what to think. Maybe I
should make a 180 degree turn
around—nothing to do with politics,
social engagements. Instead, how

about Lapis Lazuli, the semiprecious .

stone with intense blue color favored

by famous kings and queens like
Cleopatra (the entire Egyptian
monarchy). Jews consider it an
emblem of success, and Christians
revere it as the stone of the Virgin
Mary.

I thought I was close. But
nowhere close to being correct, said
my inquisitor. But an excellent
exercise that fits my imagination.
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But had we been born in 2nd or
1st century Rome, we would have
been sharing the same cage with
hungry lions, tigers, or some
vicious animals in the middle of a
Gladiatorial Rink. This spectacle 1s
for Roman Citizens' pleasure,
excitement, and vitality, as a
spectator of the gruesome mauling
of a person by the wild beasts. The
more you scream in agony, pain, and
fear, the higher the spectators'
delight of joy fills up the air and
atmosphere of the rink.

Leptis Magna 1s the most
magnificent Roman port city after
Rome in grandeur in the entire
Roman Empire, competing with
Carthage.

The punic culture was a
Semitic culture developed in
the western Mediterranean
region, an offshoot from the
original Phoenicians of
present-day Lebanon.

» [Midnight in Leptis:
Magna '

Leptis Magna 1s located in
modern-day Libya at the coast of the

Gulf of Sidra in the North African
Coast. Phoenician King Tyre

established the City of Leptis Magna .

in the seventh century BC. But
archeological evidence suggests that
Leptis Magna had been a settled
establishment from Paleolithic and
Neolithic ages and had been a
continuous settlement until it grew
to its height of eminence at the time
of Emperor Septimius Severus of
Rome. (193- 211 CE).

It 1s Septimus Severus who
became the only black Roman
Emperor who is also from outside

Europe. Septimius Severus was born .

in Leptis Magna in a powerful,
politically well-connected, and
wealthy Libyan Punic Family.

Although he spoke Latin, Greek well, .

his native language was Punic, and
the Family was of Punic culture,
who conquered, settled, and
developed Leptis Magna around the
seventh century BC.
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Septimius Severus was one of
the most accomplished Roman
Emperors who successfully ruled
Rome from 193 till 211 AD. He
expanded the boundaries of Rome to
the east, west, north and the south
in Northern Africa.

Emperor Septimius Severus
21st Emperor of Rome

» [IMidnight in Leptis :
Magna '

Being his city of birth, Emperor
Septimius Severus invested
considerable funds and resources to
make Leptis Magna the most
attractive place to live outside of
Rome. Thus, Emperor Augustus and .
Marcus Aurelius started the
beautification of Leptis Magna.
However, Septimius Severus took
their efforts to another level of
advancement.

Aside from the funds from the
coffer of the Empire, wealthy local
merchants like Rufus also
contributed a significant part of the
fund to the City of Leptis Magna to
please their "Own-City-boy Emperor" .
Septimius Severus. :

He fought and won. When he did
not win, he negotiated a winning
strategy or eventually submitted
them under Roman rule. If not on the -
second attempt, he never had to go
more a third time to secure a win for
the Empire.
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Arch of Septimius,
built by Citizens in honor of the
Emperor Septimius

The road to any success is
never easy nor smooth.
Especially that of an Emperor
to be of Rome.

» [IMidnight in Leptis :
Magna '

Septimius Severus especially
being a boy from the province, had to
ride many high tides and sink into
low ones, saved by luck or by fluke;
walk the filth of politics and betrayal, .
not only at the forum or at the :
senate but also at home and in his
abode. Deception by loved ones, the
allegation of rape after months and
years of consensual cohabitation with .
several Garamentian socialites.

Dishonored, disgraced,
humiliated, but resurrected due to
his apparent honesty and
magnificent personal regal
demeanor.

His thorny journey from being a
private provincial boy in Leptis
Magna, through the slippery and
poisonous highway to the
"Emperorship" of Rome had never
been uninteresting, lackluster,
smooth, lacking surprises, several
close encounters with near-death
situations from attempted :
assassinations. Yet, he rode all those
tornadoes, fearless, with tenacity,
resolution and courage to bring
tranquility, happiness, and luxury to
Romans. :
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He married a local Lady from g Mldnlght 1n Leptls

Leptis Magna, Paccia Marciana
from the Punic stalk. After ten Magna
years of marriage, Septimius, still
lacking a family, needed to
procreate to retain his legacy to the
throne of Rome. Paccia died of
natural causes.

He scouted the entire Empire
and the neighboring kingdoms
looking for a suitable match after
Puccia's death.

Remains of the Basilicas
of Leptis Magna;
. redesigned and extended
by Septimius

He was keen on referring to
horoscopes to make a match for him. -
In the neighboring Kingdom in Syria, °
he discovered Julia Donna, the only
daughter of an Arab high priest in
the Sun God temple of Elagabalus.

Septimius's feelings for Julia was well educated, brilliant,
Paccia were never questioned active, and knowledgeable about

since he never spoke about national and regional politics.
her in his autobiography.
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It 1s conceivable that the . . . .
Emperor frequently consulted 9 Mldnl ght 1N Leptls :
Empress Julia for matters of the :
Palace and that of the state. She Mag na
was a wonderful, compassionate, The Emperor's love for Leptis
loving human being. However, she Magna brought him time and again to
suffered from the fiery jealousy of the city, accompanied by the Empress. :
many women from the Emperor's The city of Joy for Septimius had
hometown Leptis Magna and the always been a city of threat to Julia's
rest of the Empire. life. But she masterfully concealed her:
agony from the Emperor. :

Amphitheatre of Leptis Magna
built by Septimius

3 -
-~
.....

Septimius not only brought joy,
glory, and power to his birthplace but
also created several memorable
monuments and buildings, which are
still exuding his glory more than two
thousand years after his death. Leptis
Magna remains an architectural crown |
jewel hidden and saved by the sands of ;
the Libyan desert and deteriorating
access from the Sea of Sidra.

It is not only Julia herself, but
her personal entourage and
guards must also be watching
their backs, their food, and
drinks all the time.
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The monuments of architectural
marvels in Leptis Magna he left
behind include the Arch of
Septimius Severus, the Basilica,
the Forum, the Theatre, the
decorated colonnaded street, the
Nymphaeum, modernization and
extension of the marketplace, and
the port of Leptis Magna.

The Emperor and Empress's
love and affection for their
two sons Caracalla and Geta,
had been so intense that they
were appointed as
co-emperors during the
lifetime of Septimius.

o |M1dnight 1n Leptls
Magna

This situation satisfied their

hearts but gave rise to imperial feuds, :
which simmered during the lifetime of

the Emperor, but erupted like
Vesuvius soon after his unexpected
death in modern-day York while
campailgning against the Scots,
north of Hadrian wall in England.

UNESCO Declaration of Leptis Magna as
World Heritage Site

Declaration as Imperial City Roman
Senate and the Emperor
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Geta, the second son, was
smarter, loved by everyone, even by
the packs of senators who wrestled
with their father Emperor
Septimius throughout the eighteen
years of his reign, even before his
ascension to the throne. Then, of
course, to add to the intrigue, were
lineups of several of the prettiest
and most desirable ladies in the
entire Roman Empire behind Geta.
Thus, to Caracalla, the older son
and aspiring Emperor, the situation
became more infuriating and
intolerable.

His fire of jealousy had been so
intensely torrid, that he had Geta
assassinated in their mother's arm
by Pretorian guards.

Intrigue, desperation, threats
of assassination poisoned the

air in the palace, yet, all
under a veil of tranquility.

» [Midnight in Leptis:
Magna '

Caracalla's insecurity and
jealousy had been unfathomable to
such an extent that Geta's face was
erased from all Roman coins and
statues and portraits were removed
from all public places.

Emperor Septimius's success and
rise to the pinnacle of Roman power

had something to do with his physical -

demeanor. Apart from his height, the

deeply penetrating eye of an eagle, yet .

full of kindness added to his face

exuding strength with stability,
tranquility, confidence, and sagacious
authority.

The overriding family feuds,
senatorial treachery, alluring,
seductive tempter, threatening

political tsunamis were happening all .

the time, but nothing could dislodge
Septimius from his historical
demeanor of strength and tranquility.

How did he do 1t?
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Despite being flooded with
wealth, love, affection, comfort, and
taste of supreme power, his two sons
failed to be endowed with any
qualities of his which made him one of
the most extraordinary emperors in
Roman history.

Unveiling the shroud, feeling
under the world of power, is revealing,
intriguing, full of unanticipated
mystery, suspense, and uncertainties,
through which the Imperial family
wade through.

Having spent six years in Colonel
Gaddafi's Libya, I was amazed by
Libya's historical, archeological, and
cultural wealth. History goes as far
back as paleolithic settlements along
the Mediterranean shores and along
the banks of many Wadis, which are
seasonal rivers or ravines, that flow
from Libya's south to the
Mediterranean Sea, nine to ten
thousand years back.

He survived, thrived and
conceived his own dynasty
"The Roman Imperial
dynasty of Severus."

o IM1dnight 1n Leptis:
Magna '

But the surprise of Libya's

interior, deep into the Sahara, is more .

intriguing, enthralling, and
exhilarating rather than
mind-boggling. Current archeological
findings push Libya and the Sahara
back by 25,000 years when it was a
tropical forested area with lush green

vegetation, rivers, lakes, not wadis, to -

give life to everything populated and

covered by greenery, including animal -

habitation to match the environment.

That 1s a different story,
nevertheless a continuum i1ndeed.

My job with Libya's Ministry of
Health and Higher education opened
the opportunity to travel across the

country. The more I looked, the more I -

witnessed, the more I got convinced
that Leptes Magna could not have

been better poised anywhere else, but -

only on the shores of thriving Libya.
Ruled by its most celebrated son
Lucious Septimius Severus, it could

not have been born anywhere else but .

in "Lebda," as they called it
affectionately to raise it to be a jewel
in the Roman crown.
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The "Midnight in Leptis
Magna' 1s the title of fiction based
on Septimius's rise and rise
through the stormy sky, muddy
and toxic waters and at times, an
1mpenetrable human jungle,
where snakes and hyenas lived
and conspired with his extended
family, elaborate establishment of
consorts. It must have been an
incredible feat to ride these out
unscathed yet stay at the helm
and expand Rome's glory, power,
wealth, and physical limits.

Midnight is the end of all
the wrestles, harassment,
trials, and tribulations of
the day's actions and
frustrations.

» [IMidnight in Leptis :
Magna :

Yet midnight 1s the time when
one's worldly traitors, spirits,
ghosts, and vampires from the
darkness are all in a hurry to claw -
in their prey. After Midnight, the -
thickness of night starts to :
dissipate slowly and bring the hope:
of life with the glimmer of the :
rising sun. Sunlight will glorify life-
again 1in Leptis Magna. But, this 1s-
not the Leptis Magna of Septimius *
and his family's intriguing life, wha
cherished their beloved Lebda
after Rome.

Instead, the book will tell
stories behind the thorny,
tempestuous yet glittering journey:
of Septimius in Lebda, before, :
during, and after his ascension to
the throne of the Roman Empire.
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Vina, Vidi, Vici .
(I came, I saw, I conquered )

Julius Caesar
(100 BC- 44 BC)

» [IMidnight in Leptis :
Magna :

This fiction absorbs local
folklore, communal memory, tales -
from village elders, many officials,
volunteers, shop keepers, and
stories from fortune hunters with
their metal detectors, substantially -
enriching this tale.

Their stories will never find a
way 1nto history but will continue
to enhance the fascination of folks
mesmerized by Leptis Magna and
1ts most gifted child, Lucius :
Septimus Severus, the Twenty-first -
Emperor of Rome, and the only ,
Black person to sit on the imperial
throne of Rome.

Article by
~Kamal Malakar
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Driving from Grant Village
resort towards the West Entrance of
the 'Yellowstone National Park',
comes a route through a valley
which will definitely take your
breath away.

10

Lamar Valley

N Ve

http://anindva.roychoudhury9@blogspot.

You will turn silent, you will turn
philosopher, you will turn...to
'whatever 1t takes to enjoy the
serenity' of the place. The road by
which you came, seems to come out of :
the clouds, the road ahead.....seems

to be to eternity. And you yourself :
will feel like a dove, sitting beside the :
road, waiting for your companion and :

soaking in the beauty of the place.

Turn yourself to a child, who . :
thinks the mountains are so Soak 1n...yes, stop your car by the :

near, so near that they can be road (You can over here, it's legal).
touched Get down from the car, walk through

the green pastures on the two sides.
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Go ahead...try to touch them, in that 10

exercise you will love the green more,
you will love the breeze which comes
down those mountains.

Yes that time you will feel the world
1s such a beautiful place.

Lamar Valley

We were staying at the Grant
Village Resort.Lamar valley 1s 71
miles from there , driving time of
about 2 hours.

Located 1n the northeastern
corner of the Yellowstone National
park, the Lamar Valley, along the

Lama.r R,iver, 1S oftgn ca}led When you go towards the North
America’s Serenget} for 1ts large and East entrance of the park you will go
easy-to-see populations of large past Mount Washburn to reach the

animals. valley. There are quite a number of

spots to stop and take photos of the
mountain as well.

............
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Once you reach and stop in the
Valley, bisons like you see in the 10
pictures can come really close to the Lamar Valley
cars. But do not worry, they are

really calm animals and will not

harm you if you do not bother them. Remembe.r you Wm hear about
lots of attractions inside the park,

but just don't miss 1t. The other
attractions are there and they are
lovely but this 1s something which -
will blow you away and will leave an -
everlasting impression on your mind. -

People who are planning to
visit Yellowstone should
definitely have this in their Article byN

bucket list. Anindya Roy Choudhary:

64



u | STPSfed PIETE SIS

TS{PSIR GNfETF ©F ST FRET T I 78 (FAF2 A= AT (SHT2
SA[BFS], SNETF-SACH, D] 3 [N AT OO SEAT (T TSN (137
0T 1 F6fehe ©f (NS | (F@ (FRI5(e 97 Nre A= | (5 4157 3 T@fo
(AT 3T | ©F AT [ I SHHA Twfo AR | ©f [IFe FeR [FEhe|

T @1, fBATEHG TS A AFITOET =T THAT | TEAA RO (5 FI
BATbE® FATF 9f0 TP 7 B ©IF1R JAH® MNEN | G 1ENT I IS
3% SYE (TN 1T NS b1 (GIETH S I IS I A | (77 I ARTF
IACFeT To i T, THRY AT AR SO I MR I HE I (GNP
fefuey oo 20 IR

(EE FSENF FATT B Ao S A+ SHIN, RIES 5o T2
FGre 972 O TFIOS [T OINTEE 972 TR AT I1F Sely &

ST (e fFg Shwd|

NSFTT ATFFM (F@R YENF [ ST 8 Sferd S IV ¥ Afos T
STS1F SIS, NS THF oo, J5a o I3 A A A1, N3P TS
AHBIF ST T AT T ATl FFe FEF 9@ |

ST SHIEE (7] FEH Sqo 2R, 0 P AN N2 I AP -
Tfehe 2 vl ofe TefFe 3@ (F& M ANATF MR 39 F(E O  AAF AR~
ST 71 AT [F978 [ 2@ 3 AHO e & W5 ST T[S FAEF FCaR AR |7

52

~Sf ore W




2 | Pujo in Rebound

A city gleaming in cheap wrapping paper,
colors and lights fighting
For attention; festive excuses on stepped feet,
hushed apologies rushed,

No comfort. Frenzy over scrupulous lists,
must-sees, pandal-hopping,

Coconut fibers and camphor sealing scents
from childhood: familiar, lush.

Dhaks beating in rehearsed monotone,
noises and hues,

Music and art in flamboyant cacophony,
now deserted blues.

Carefully distanced, masked,

Safe and sound,

Memories caged 1n tagged albums,

Pujo 1n rebound.

Poem by
~J1geesha Mukherjee



Happy Durga Puj
2021

May Maa Durga bless you
with good health, wealth, happiness, prosperity and
long life.

‘;; A2A Homes and
Infrastructure

fr. Ranjiv Kalia, Vice President M a a D u rg a

A2A Homes and Infrastructure
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~Ayshani Mukerji

Ayshéni Muker

S
o0
=
-
-
o
=

69



~Prachi Dey
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~Sourav Mandal
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