
Bichitra
The Bengali Association 
of Manitoba Inc.

৪১-তম বষর্ষ 



Bichitra
The Bengali Association 

of Manitoba Inc.

৪১-তম বষর্ষ 





ARC
JANVIER [ANNÉE]

Titre de la fonctionnalité

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur 

adipiscing Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 

consectetur adipiscing.

Titre de la fonctionnalité

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur 

adipiscing Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 

consectetur adipiscing.

Titre de la fonctionnalité

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur 

adipiscing Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 

consectetur adipiscing.

Photographie
Liane Cormier
Jean Cartier
Marie Berthelette

Équipe Web
Héloïse Cartier
Coralie Hétu
Jérémie Martin

1

2

3

4





Table of contents

6

Territory Acknowledgment                                      10
Flashback                                                                  11
In Memoriam: 1978-2021                                         12
Message of gratitude from executive committee    15
শ্রীশ্রীশারদীয়া দগূর্ষা পূজার িনঘর্ষন্ট-১৪২৮                               16
Shree Shree Durga Puja Timings-2021                   17
Bichitra Executive Committee,                          18-22
2021-2023
Bichitra Member Directory,                                23-27
2021



Table of contents

7

Articles and poems
Maa Durga ~Ryma Dey                                                                             29
Holocaust ~Anna Das                                                                           30-32        
িবভুর বাাগান ~িবভূিত মন্ডল                                                                              33
Effect of COVID pandemic in our lives                                                34-36
~Ayush Majumdar (Piku)
WhatsApp-এর দগূর্ষা ~ড:পল্লব গেঙ্গিাপাধ্যায়                                                    37-38
The Boy Who Almost Got Killed                                                               39  
~Raul Dey
আঁধাের আেলা ~প্রণব দবনাথ                                                                      40-46
A Lesson on Aboriginal Identity                                                           47-50
~Jigeesha Mukherjee
Midnight in Leptis Magna ~Kamal Malakar                                       51-61
Lamar Valley ~Anindya Roy Choudhury                                             62-64
সাম্প্রিতক কােলর দগুর্ষাপুজা ~সিজত দাস                                                               65
Pujo in Rebound ~Jigeesha Mukherjee                                                     66



Table of contents

8

Artwork
Ayshani Mukerji                                             69
Prachi Dey                                                      70
Rajsree Mandal                                               71
Rimona Mandal                                              72
Shreyoshi Gomes                                            73
Shruti Mukerji                                                74
Jigeesha Mukherjee                                       75
Sourav Mandal                                               76

Cover art    ~Jigeesha Mukherjee

Photographs
Miscellaneous activities by Bichitra           78-85
(2010-2021)
Puja Decoration, 2021                                       86



Table of contents

9

Advertisements
Purna Satpathy
Rahul Sohar
Sandeep and Rupali Maggu
Reza Quadir
Shawn and Pam Sommers
Shovan Dutta
Ranjiv Kalia



Territory Acknowledgment

10

We would like to acknowledge that 
we are on Treaty 1 territory and 
that the land on which we gather is 
the traditional territory of 
Anishinaabeg, Cree, Ojibway-Cree, 
Dakota, and Dene Peoples, and the 
homeland of the Métis Nation

By ~
Bichitra

The Bengali Association 
of Manitoba Inc.
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Anju Sen
Ashim Kumar Roy
Bijoy Roy Chaudhury
Chitta Ranjan Ghosh
Deepak Bose
Lily Mukherjee
Manoranjan Ray
Mujibur Rahman
Prasun Tagore
Pulak Ghosh
Radha Madhab Das
Ranen Sinha
Rina Ganguly
Rory Fonseca
Shanti Majumdar
Shibdas Biswas
Snehesh Kumar Sinha
Samir Bhattacharya
Chandra Samanta
Gaurisankar Roy
Kiron Mallick
Lakshmi “Lucky” Mallick

The members of Bichitra – The Bengali Association of Manitoba Inc., are 
the organization's greatest asset.

 
On this page, Bichitra pays homage to the many members and talents 
we lost during the past 42 years.

We made every effort to ensure accuracy of information contained in this list. 
Any errors or omissions are purely unintentional.
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The Bichitra Executive Committee would like to welcome 
you all at the 41st Shri Shri Durga Puja. This year is very 
special in the essence that this is the first time Bichitra is 
going to organize a puja during pandemic following the 
Provincial Public Health Order. To ensure that our members 
get an opportunity to participate in the puja in a Bengali way 
over a course of three days, we are organizing the puja at 800 
Point Road, Winnipeg, MB R3T 3L8. 

Your generous support to organize the 41st Durga Puja is 
very much appreciated. We extend our sincere greetings and 
best wishes to all the members and friends of Bichitra and to 
all the guests participating in this year’s festivities. 

On this occasion, we sincerely thank all the members of 
Bichitra and of the Durga Puja Committee for their hard work 
and help in making the 2021 Durga Puja celebrations a reality, 
and thank the most dedicated editors, all the contributors, 
and advertisers for making the publication of Agomoni a 
grand success.
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❖ মহা ষষ্ঠী

❖ মহা সপ্তমী

❖ মহা অষ্টিমী

❖ মহা নবমী ও 

          িবজয়া দশমী

অেক্টাবর ১৫, সেন্ধ্য ৬.৩০

অেক্টাবর ১৬, দপুুর ১২.৩০

অেক্টাবর ১৬, সেন্ধ্য ৬.৩০

অেক্টাবর ১৭, সকাল ১০.৩০ 

          থেক- রািত্র ১০.৩০ 

যাগােযাগ: অিসত দ            (204)-770-8986

                 পীযুষ মজমুদার    (204)-290-6332

  স্থিান :ফাটর্ষ  গ্যাির ইউনাইেটড চাচর্ষ
           ৮০০ পেয়ন্ট রাড 
          উইিনেপগ, MB R3T 3L8 
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❖ Maha Shasthi

❖ Maha Saptami

❖ Maha Ashtami

❖ Maha Nabami and 

          Bijoya Dashami

October 15, 6.30 pm

October 16, 12.30 pm

October 16, 6.30 pm

October 17, 10:30 am  

                    to 10 pm

Contact: Asit Dey                   (204)-770-8986

               Pijush Majumdar    (204)-290-6332

  Venue: Fort Garry United Church
               800 Point Road
                Winnipeg R38 3L8
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Asit Dey, President
Thanks everyone for checking out our 
website. Asit enjoys volunteering and love to 
participate in different cultural activities. He 
likes to proliferate the passion for 
volunteering to the people he knows. His 
vision is to share and leverage the strengths 
to build a strong cultural and responsive 
community in Manitoba.

Surjya Banik, Vice President
Surjya Banik is a Mechanical engineer and 
currently working as a Power Engineer with 
the Ministry of Finance, Govt. of Manitoba. 
He is married to Dr. Mitali Banik and 
blessed with two daughters. He enjoys 
listening to devotional and classical music 
and likes nature, people, and leans towards 
spiritually focused activities. He is a 
compassionate, straightforward, and 
honest person.
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Avishek Ghosh, General Secretary
Avishek is an Electrical Engineer by 
profession and currently working as a 
Research Assistant at the University of 
Manitoba. He strongly believes in giving back 
to the community and serves as an active 
volunteer at different capacities. Besides 
serving as a General Secretary for Bichitra's 
executive committee, he also volunteers at 
the International Centre at UofM, IEEE 
student chapter and Engineers Geoscientists 
Manitoba. Exploring the unknown, traveling 
the globe and experiencing different cultures, 
cuisines and music are what drive Avishek 
forward.Shovan Dutta, Treasurer

Shovan Dutta is a seasoned banker with 23 
years of international banking experience. 
He is currently working as independent 
contractor with Sunova Credit Union. He 
holds a CSI designation from Canada and 
CTP designation from the United States. 
He lives with his family and enjoys 
exploring his culinary skills, gardening, and 
travelling in his spare time.
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Papri Chakraborty, Cultural Secretary
এ মা !! আিম িনেজর সম্মেন্ধ িলখেত জািন না !

Srijeet Saha, Food Secretary
এ মা !! আিম িনেজর সম্মেন্ধ িলখেত জািন না !
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Jigeesha Mukherjee, Publication Secretary
Jigeesha is a second year PhD student at the 
Department of Microbiology, University of 
Manitoba, working on fungal genetics. Her 
interests beyond academics involve slam poetry 
and music. She is also enthusiastic about 
participating in community events, charity drives 
and volunteering. She hopes to forge meaningful 
associations with the members of the Bengali 
community in Winnipeg through Bichitra.

Arindam Sarkar, Member-At-Large
Arindam is an active volunteer in the community 
and sits on the executive and advisory board of 
multiple not-for-profit organizations. He was an 
exec. member at Vedanta Society of Winnipeg, 
active volunteer at Agape Table, technology 
evangelist at WSD, fundraiser at JDRF and 
contemplative speaker. He is a technology 
enthusiast, an avid reader of science fictions and a 
die-hard fan of San Antonio Spurs. Apart from his 
volunteering activities, he is a management 
consultant by profession – a day job that helps for 
his daily survival.
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Pranab Debnath, Member-At-Large
এ মা !! আিম িনেজর সম্মেন্ধ িলখেত জািন না !

Pijush Majumdar, Ex-President
Warm greetings to all our members. By profession 
Pijush is a registered pharmacist and by heart he 
is a pure Bengali who loves to be involved in 
community activities & help others irrespective of 
race, religion & ethnicity! His favorite hobby is to 
travel different parts of this planet while exploring 
different cultures and people from different 
ethnicity. Other than the Bengali food, he is crazy 
about Cantonese style Chinese food. Unlike lot of 
other Winnipeggers, Pijush is a big fan of Winnipeg 
winter.
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Poem and artwork 

by

~Ryma Dey

Maa Durga, we are blessed with the 
courage 

to fight all evil, and 

to make peace in life.

To the goddess

who protects us from all harm,

we thank you for the dedication and 
charm.

Five nights for Maa Durga,

full of food and songs,

celebrating your presence,

with dance all night long.

The gift of kindness, freedom, success, 
courage 

and wisdom from you,

we will extend those gifts 

to others in needs 

throughout the years thinking about you.
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2The Holocaust was an 
extermination of all European Jews 
during WW2. Between the time period 
of 1933-1945, the Nazi Community 
and its associates completely 
murdered about six million Jews 
across German occupied land, which is 
about two-thirds of the Jewish 
population. Jews were either 
exterminated through labour work, 
were sent to gas chambers with 
deathly gas, or were sent to gas vans, 
ending in genocide at concentration 
camps! Also, to distinguish Jews from 
German people, they were forced to 
wear a blue star of David on their 
clothing. Many Jewish stores, 
synagogues and many more had been 
destroyed by getting burned, people 
smashing the windows, or by getting 
attacked. In fact, Jews had been forced 
to hold up signs telling the public not 
to shop at their stores. 

As a punishment, the Nazi 
government made it clear that 
no Jewish person could marry 
any German civilian and that 

soon all their citizenships 
would be taken away!

It was a dreaded experience for 
the Jews living through the war, as 
they could never know if they would 
be alive the next day. The possibility 
of being caught by a German soldier 
(police) was terrifying. They had no 
clue about what was happening and 
why. They were constantly living in 
danger. It was an abominable 
nightmare. 

Jews would have to run away 
from the public to find a place to 
hide, they would be made fun of 
and even forced to do things that 
made them look different from 
other German people. The final 
step was being deported to a 
concentration camp where they 
breathed their last couple of 
breaths. The Holocaust was like a 
punishment for innocent people, 
and it is the reason why many 
young lives had been taken away.
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2Many Jewish people had to 
sacrifice everything they had to protect 
their loved ones and themselves. The 
most common way Jewish people 
would protect themselves is by simply 
finding a hiding spot. Many Jews 
would hide in attics, cellars, old 
buildings, corners where they wouldn’t 
be seen, or any place that wouldn’t 
expose their identity. When Jews were 
hiding, it was mandatory to remain 
quiet and to use very little resources 
(things) for daily use. For example, 
when the family was hungry, they 
would use a small stove that could 
easily heat up food items.
Although many people supported Adolf 
Hitler and his government, there were 
many Germans that disliked and 
disagreed with his rules and decisions. 
Many people made plans to 
assassinate him and to overthrow his 
established regime. 

The main reason people did not 
speak up and say anything to 

defend the Jews is because 
during the Holocaust, Adolf 
Hitler and his regime had 

become extremely powerful and 
it would’ve been very hard to 

overpower him.

In Munich, in the year of 1942, 
university students formed a group 
called the White Rose resistance 
group that was against Hitler. 
However, because of this group 
formation, the leaders of the group 
(Hans Scholl, Sophie Scholl, and a 
professor named Kurt Huber) were 
arrested and executed for the 
distribution of anti-Nazi notice.

Because the Nazi government 
had been so strong that if someone 
said anything against them, they 
would instantly be arrested and 
executed and that was a big scare 
for people.

During the Holocaust, up to 20 
million people died, which include 
homosexuals, people with 
disabilities, Jews, Soviet civilians, 
Serbs, and many more!

Walking into a concentration 
camp was like walking towards 
your own death. More than 
millions of people were imprisoned, 
mistreated, and were murdered, 
but only because of their ethnic 
identity. 
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Auschwitz was the biggest 
and deadliest concentration 
camp, around 1.1 million people 
were killed there, and almost 
one million of them were Jews.

Out of the millions of 
people that were deported 
and killed there, only 196 

people were successful and 
managed to escape!

During the Holocaust, there 
were more than 44,000 
concentration camps! However, 
apart from a few exceptions, 
victims who were deported to 
concentration camps were 
instantly killed upon arrival in 
gas chambers!

Article by
~Anna Das
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3

ছাট্ট আমার সিব্জি বাগান
ভের দহ  মন ভের দহ প্রান৷

ছাট ছাট চারা গুিল  
চায় যেব মখু তুিল

তপন িকরণ আর বাদল ধারায়
কের তারা সুখ স্নান৷
ফােট কত ফুল

ভ্রমর অিলরা আেস
কত কানাকািন
গুঞ্জন বাতােস৷
তারপর ফেল ফল
হেয় তারা উচ্ছেল

পরােনর মধু িদেয় যায় শুধু
চায় নাক প্রিতদান৷

কিবতা ~

িবভূিত মন্ডল
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in our lives
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Sometime in the beginning of 
March, 2020, all of a sudden I heard 
a deadly virus was spreading all over 
the world. I had no idea of what this 
virus was and how it could affect our 
lives! My parents told me that a new 
virus named COVID-19, came from 
China and it was spreading very fast. 
Many people were dying throughout 
the world as there was no treatment 
for the infection. My parents and my 
teachers said that I must not touch 
anything and had to wash my hands 
thoroughly as I could get the 
infection by touching things.

On a Friday evening, one of our 
relatives called from Toronto and 
suggested to my dad that we should 
do as much grocery shopping as 
possible as there was news that the 
stores and malls would be closed for 
a while. My dad went to the 
superstore as that's where he loves to 
go for his groceries. 

At that point, I still didn't 
know we were heading for 

something called pandemic, a 
word I had never heard 

before!

He came home frustrated with 
very few items saying he never saw 
that many people in the superstore 
and that everyone was buying massive 
amounts of everything with an 
unknown fear. Soon we had many 
other rules to follow, like wearing 
masks, not going to anybody’s house 
and maintaining social distance from 
everybody.

I went to my school and to my 
surprise, I saw the least number of 
students not only in my class but in 
the entire school. The number of 
students continued to be lower every 
day and so were the number of cars on 
the roads. I started to feel something 
scary and uncertain coming in our 
way. After a week, the school sent an 
email to my mother saying the school 
would be closed for two weeks in order 
to keep the students and staff safe 
from COVID-19 infection. I heard my 
parents discussing how many new 
cases were tested positive in Winnipeg 
for that day. Thankfully, my mom’s 
office allowed her to work from home 
for the next two weeks and she was 
home with me. 

4
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Things started changing 

dramatically in the next few days as 
every news channel and radio station 
discussed how many people were 
getting infected on a daily basis. My 
home city, Winnipeg, wasn't an 
exception from the increasing spread 
of the deadly virus. My parents told 
me that the world was officially in 
the pandemic. Curiously, I googled 
the word 'Pandemic' and got more 
scared when I started reading about 
it. My school got closed for the 
summer, everyone stopped going to 
each other’s house, all the 
community activities were cancelled 
and there were no weekend parties 
or play-dates.

The new adjustment to life and 
the adaptation with the pandemic 
began. The journey had not been 
easy at all! 

Outside of home, most of the 
services were either closed or 
were functioning for limited 

hours. It was difficult in a way 
that we almost got home 

bound. 

Only essential workers like my 
dad kept going to work on a daily 
basis, whereas my mom would work a 
few days from home and a few days, 
she would go to the office. School 
announced that they will start 
teaching online. We started virtual 
learning. 

Initially it was a little problematic 
to adjust to the school's online classes; 
but very soon I started liking it as that 
was the only time I had the 
opportunity to see my friends. Very 
soon, I connected with my community 
friends the same way in my virtual 
class and finally I could play my video 
games again with my friends. 
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Pandemic will likely cause 
long-standing or even permanent 
changes to the world. While most 
people debate on its negative 
impact, I think not everything 
was negative during this time! 

The teachers and students 
became more creative and 
collaborative during this time. 
Some office workers loved 
working in a remote setting. We 
learned to do many things online 
and it opened up many 
opportunities for everybody. We 
could spend more time with 
family and enjoy our 
neighbourhood. 

In conclusion, I still 
consider this phase to 

have some positive 
contribution in our lives 

as well.

On other hand, families 
started spending more time than 
ever with each other. Although I 
didn't get to spend that much 
time with my dad due to his 
work pattern, I surely spent a lot 
of good time with my mom. 

As everyone was maintaining 
social distance and wearing 
masks, people were getting less 
sick during this pandemic. My 
dad even said he did not hear 
many people who had the flu last 
year. He believed it was because 
of social distancing and using 
masks.

Article by
~Ayush Majumdar

(Piku)
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~ড:পল্লব গেঙ্গিাপাধ্যায় 
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The boy was very scared 
because he knew this wasn’t the 
way to school. The guy loudly 
asked him to get out of the car. 
The guy was holding a knife at 
the boy’s neck. The boy saw dead 
bodies and skeletons everywhere. 

The boy escaped. The guy and 
his friend had a weapon and tried 
to kill the boy but the boy 
escaped. Also, the boy said he 
would never go in anyone’s car 
except for his mom and dad’s car.

What I learned today is 
never to go into 

someone’s car except 
your mom and dad’s 

car!

One day a boy was walking 
to school. He saw a black van. 
The van pulled over right in 
front of the boy. The guy inside 
of the car asked the boy if he 
wanted a ride. The boy said OK! 
The boy went in the car. But he 
was kidnapped and he didn’t 
know. They went to an 
abandoned cabin. 

Article by
~Raul Dey
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িবেকল গিড়েয় সন্ধ্যা হেয় এেসেছ। গাছগাছািলর ছায়া ক্রমশ দীঘর্ষািয়ত হেয় একটা আেলা 
আঁধার ভাব চারিদেক। ‘জয় মা কালী’ এেস গেছ। এবার আসেব পাঁচটা সাঁইিত্রেশর লাকাল। 

‘জয় মা কালী’ আর ‘জয় মা দূ্গর্ষা’, দেুটা বাস এই লাইেন আপ ডাউন কের। সকােল শয়ালদা 
লাকাল ধরার জন্য ‘জয় মা দূ্গর্ষা’ আর িবেকেল ডাউন লাকােলর জন্য ‘জয় মা কালী’। বিশর 
ভাগই ডইিল প্যােসঞ্জার, দশটা পাঁচটার করাণী। আর আেছ িকছু সু্কল কেলেজর ছাত্রছাত্রী। 
যাতায়ােতর জন্য এই দেুটা বাসই ভরসা।

অিচন্ত্য অলস দিৃষ্টিেত তািকেয়িছল। সামেন জানালাটা বশ বড়, মেঝ থেক প্রায় ছাদ পযর্ষন্ত
। সােবক কােলর দালান কাঠায় যমন হয়। ওর অিফসটা ষ্টিশেনর লােগায়া। জানালা িদেয় 
বাইের ষ্টিশন চত্বেরর প্রায় পুেরাটাই চােখ পেড়। ‘জয় মা কালী’ এেস গেছ মােন জায়গাটা এবার 
জমজমাট হেয় উঠেব। শুরু হেব কাজকমর্ষ, হাঁকডাক, ছাটাছুটি। চত্বেরর একপােশ হরেগৗরী 
িমষ্টিান্ন ভান্ডার। ওপের টিেনর শড, িনেচ িসেমেন্টর পাকা মেঝ। সামেন িবশাল দেুটা উননু 
জ্বলেছ। তােত কড়াই চাপােনা। কড়াইেয় আলকাতরার মত কােলা তল গরম হেয় ধাঁয়া ছাড়েছ
। ওপােশ একটা চােয়র দাকান। টিেনর সাইনেবাডর্ষ  কাত হেয় ঝুলেছ, অষ্পষ্টি অক্ষেের লখা ‘মনু্টর 
চা’। সামেন দেুটা কােঠর বিঞ্চি, একটা নড়বেড় চয়ার, খেদ্দেরেদর জন্য রাখা। উনেুন টাল 
খাওয়া ঢাউস কটিল চাপােনা। লােগায়া একটা পােনর দাকান। তার বাহার কম না। নীল সবজু 
আেলার মালা, অষ্টিপ্রহর িহিন্দে িফিলেমর গান বাজেছ। দড়তলা উঁচু দাকােন আসনিপিঁড় হেয় 
বেস িবহারী দাকানদার, কপােল মেট িসদঁেুরর ফাঁটা। খেদ্দের এেলই শুরু হেব পান সাজা, 
িসেগ্রট বচা। 

এভােব চলেব ঘন্টা দইু আড়াই। তারপর অন্ধকার ঘন হেল িনজর্ষ নতা নেম আসেব। রাস্তায় 
গড়াগিড় দেব মাটির ভাঁড়, শাল পাতা, এঁেটাকাঁটার আবজর্ষ না। শুঁেক শুঁেক ঘুের বড়েব নিড় 
কুকুেরর দল।
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আজ প্রায় ছয় মাস ধের এই রুটিন দেখ আসেছ অিচন্ত্য। কখন িক হেব ওর মখুস্ত।

জায়গাটা একটা মফস্বল শহর। কলকাতার কােছই, ঘন্টা দেড়ক মাত্র লােগ ট্রেেন। মফস্বল 
হেলও সু্কল, কেলজ, হাসপাতাল, ব্যাঙ্ক, পাস্টঅিফস, সবই আেছ। আর আেছ ঘন নীল আকাশ, 
নারেকল সুপুির গােছর সাির, িঝেলর মােঝ দধুসাদা বক, ঢউ খলােনা সবজু মাঠ।  

শহেরর বাইের, সীমানায়, রূপনারায়ণ নেদর উপর বাঁধ। বাঁেধর ধাের ধাের বট, অশত্থ, 
জাম, তঁতুল, িশরীষ, অজুর্ষ ন বড় বড় গাছ মাথা উঁচু কের দাঁিড়েয়। বাঁধ থেক নেম একটু দেূর 
শ্মশান। তারপর শহের ঢুেক চােখ পেড় জেলপাড়া। ক্রমশ ডানিদেক কুেমারপাড়া, তারপর সু্কল, 
হাসপাতাল, অিফস, ব্যাঙ্ক, পাকাবািড়, বিধর্ষষু্ণ লােকর বাস। গ্রাম্য পিরেবেশ শহুের ছাঁয়া। 

অিচন্ত্য কলকাতার ছেল। ইট, কাঠ, কংিক্রেট মানষু। এমন শান্ত শ্যামল রূপ দেখ মগু্ধ হেয় 
গল। 

এেসেছ অিডেটর কােজ। ছমােসর কাজ, মাস চােরক পিরেয়েছ। আর ক’টা িদন মাত্র বািক। 
তারপর সই ধুেলা, ধাঁয়া, িমিছল, ট্রে্যািফক জ্যােমর মেধ্য িফরেত হেব। ভাবেত মনটা খারাপ 
হেয় গল।

িবমষর্ষ হেয় চেয়িছল। চত্বরটা ক্রমশ ঝাপসা হেয় চােখর সামেন ফুেট উঠল একটা ঘর। স 
ঘের একটা িনচু সন্টার টিবল। ওপের একরাশ ফেটা ছড়ােনা। জারকদেম পাত্রী বাছাই চলেছ। 
এই বশােখ ওর িবেয় িদেয় তেব ছাড়েব, তার তাড়েজার।

যতিদন বকার িছল, িদিব্য িছল। চাকিরটা হল, ঝােমলাও শুরু হল। সবাই কামর বেঁধ 
লাগল ওর িবেয় িদেত। ভািগ্যস সময়মত ট্রোন্সফারটা হেয়িছল, তাই রেক্ষে। িকন্ত আর বড়েজার 
দমুাস। তারপর িক হেব !
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বেস বেস সই কথাই ভাবিছল। চমক ভাঙল হাঁকডােকর শেব্দে। পাঁচটা সাঁইিত্রেশর লাকালটা 
এল বাধহয়। হুেড়াহুিড় কের লাকজন বেরােচ্ছে ষ্টিশেনর গট িদেয়। তারপর পিড়মির ছুটেছ 
বােসর িদেক। ক আেগ িসট দখল করেব। 

অিচন্ত্য বেস দখেছ আর ভাবেছ, হঠাৎ িক মেন হেত উেঠ বসল। আশ্চযর্ষ ব্যাপার। ট্রেন এল, 
অথচ সই মেয়টা তা এল না। 

এখােন আসা অবিধ একটা অদু্ভত ব্যাপার লক্ষে্য কেরেছ। ট্রেেনর সময় হেলই একটা মেয় 
এেস বেস থােক চােয়র দাকােন। তারপর িভড় কমেল উেঠ যায়। ঝড় হাক জল হাক, মেয়টা 
রাজ আেস। আজ িকন্তু আেসিন। কন আেসিন, খাঁজ নেব নািক। পরক্ষেেণ ভাবল, দরকার 
নই। ক িক ভেব বেস, চুপ কের থাকাই ভাল। 

এমন সময় দরজা ঠেল ঘের ঢুকেলন সনাতনবাবু। বলেলন, ‘ িক স্যার, সন্ধ্যা হল, বািড় 
যােবন না ’। 

ভদ্রেলাক অিফেসর জিুনয়ার ক্লাকর্ষ । বশ িমশুেক লাক। কােজর ফাঁেক এেস প্রায়ই আড্ডা 
মের যান। দােষর মেধ্য, কথা বলেত বলেত থেম ওর মেুখর পােন চেয় থােকন। িক দেখন, 
ক জােন। 

ভদ্রেলাক এেস পড়ায় সুিবধাই হল। অিচন্ত্য ভাবল পুেরােনা লাক, ইিন জানেত পােরন। 
িজজ্ঞাসা করােত বলেলন, িতিনও দেখেছন মেয়টিেক বেস থাকেত। তেব আজ কন আেসিন 
বলেত পারেবননা।  অিচন্ত্য বলল,‘ ভদ্রঘেরর মেয় বেলই তা মেন হয়। রাজ রাজ কন বেস 
থােক ’?

সনাতনবাবু অনাসক্তভােব বলেলন ‘ িক হেব জেন, শুধু শুধু সময় নষ্টি ’। 

কৗতুহলী হেয় অিচন্ত্য বলল ‘ আপিন জােনন নািক। তাহেল বলনু না ’।



« 

« 

 আঁধাের আেলা

43

7

দিৃষ্টি জানালার বাইের, সনাতনবাবু বলা আরম্ভ করেলন। ‘বছরখােনক আেগকার ঘটনা। 
মেয়টির িবেয়র সম্বন্ধ হেয়িছল একটি ছেলর সােথ। এই শহেররই ছেল, সদ্য চাকির পেয়েছ 
কলকাতায়। কথা িছল চাকিরেত জেয়ন কের িফের এেল িবেয়টা হেব। িকন্তু স আর িফরল না ’। 

‘ িফরল না মােন ’?

‘ মােন িনেখাঁজ হল। সই থেক, ট্রেেনর সময় হেলই মেয়টি এেস বেস থােক ওর আশায়। তেব 
আিম জািন ও আসেবনা ’।  

অিচন্ত্য িজজ্ঞাসা করল,‘ কােনা খাঁজখবর হয়িন ’?

‘ হয়িন আবার ! তন্নতন্ন কের খাঁজা হেয়েছ। ছেলটা যন হাওয়ায় উেব গল ’।

‘ ওর বাবা মা, আত্মীয়স্বজন......’?

‘ কউ নই। বাবা মা গত হেয়েছন আেগই। দরূ সম্পেকর্ষ র এক মামা আেছন, যাগােযাগ রােখন 
না ’।

‘ আপিন বলেছন িফরেব না। কন বলেছন একথা ’।

‘ কারণ ও মারা গেছ ’। 

‘ মারা গেছ ! বেলন িক, িকভােব ’?

‘ পুিলেশর গুিলেত। িমিছেল গুিল চেলিছল। ধােরকােছ িছল বাধহয়, বেুক গুিল লােগ। খবেরর 
কাগেজ ছিব দেখিছ ’। 

‘ শুধু আপিন দখেলন, আর কউ দখলনা, আশ্চযর্ষ ’!
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‘ ভতেরর পাতায় এক কােণ ছিব। চােখ না পড়ারই কথা। তাছাড়া, পাড়াগাঁেয় খবেরর কাগজ 
ক পেড় বলনু। তেব আিম ঠিকই দেখিছ ’।

‘ হুঁ। িকন্তু ঘটনাটা য চেপ যােচ্ছেন, সটা িক ঠিক হেচ্ছে। আশায় আশায় মেয়টা..... ’। 

‘ ঠিক বঠিক জািননা। এমিনেত িদিব্য আেছ, পাঁচটা মেয়র মত স্বাভািবক। িকন্তু িবেকল হেলই 
পাগলািম শুরু। িবেয়র বনারসী, গয়নাগাটি, শাঁখা িসদঁরু, সসব এখনও আগেল রােখ। ঘটনাটা 
জানেল িক কের বেস, তাই......’।

‘ তা বেট ’, অিচন্ত্য িচিন্তত ভােব মাথা নাড়ল।

সনাতনবাবু চেল যািচ্ছেেলন, অিচন্ত্য িফের ডাকল। বলল, ‘ সনাতনবাবু, আর একটা কথা ’। 

‘ বলনু ’, সনাতনবাবু ঘুের দাঁড়ােলন।

‘ ইেয় মােন, আপিন এতসব কথা জানেলন িক কের ’?

সনাতনবাবু িবষন্ন হেস বলেলন, ‘ আিম ছাড়া ক জানেব বলনু, ও য আমারই মেয় ’!

তারপর একটু থেম আপনমেন বেল চলেলন,‘ মা মরা মেয় আমার, দঃুেখর কথা কােক বিল 
বলনু। তেব অভয় দন তা একটা কথা বিল ’। 

‘ িক কথা ’, অিচন্ত্য অবাক হল।

ছেলটির সােথ আপনার চহারার আশ্চযর্ষ িমল রেয়েছ ’।
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‘ আমার সােথ,’ হকচিকেয় গল অিচন্ত্য।

‘ হ্যাঁ, আপনার সােথ। যাকেগ, রাত হল। এখন চিল, পের কথা হেব’খন ’।

এতক্ষেণ পেড় থেক চা ঠান্ডা হেয় গেছ। সই ঠান্ডা চােয়র কাপ হােত অিচন্ত্য বসল িগেয় 
জানালার ধারটােত। নানা িচন্তাভাবনা মেন ভীড় কের এেসেছ, জট ছাড়ােনা দরকার। যাবার 
আেগ সনাতনবাবু আেলা জ্বেল িদেত গেল অিচন্ত্য মানা করল। আঁধারই ভাল।  িকছুক্ষেণ বেস 
িচন্তা করা যেত পাের। সামেন চেয় দখল, চত্বর এখন জনহীন। অন্ধকার ঘন হেয়েছ। 
দাকানগুেলােত বািত জ্বেলেছ। িহিন্দে গােনর টুকেরা ভেস আসেছ পােনর দাকান থেক।

এতক্ষেণ যা শুনল, এককথায় অিবশ্বাস্য ! যন িসেনমা ! িবেয়র কথা িদেয় নায়ক িনরুেদ্দেশ, 
নািয়কা আশায় আশায় িদন গুনেছ। আচ্ছো, মেয়টা নাহয় বাকার হদ্দে। তাই বেল বাপটা প্রশ্রয় 
দেব ! 

অিচন্ত্য উেঠ বসল। এভােব চলেত পােরনা, একটা িবিহত করেত হেব ! ওর মন সভয় বলল,‘ 
ক িবিহত করেব ’? অিচন্ত্য বকু ঠুেক বলল,‘ আিম করব। কন আপিত্তি আেছ ’?

ওর মন মখু ভংেচ বলল,‘ তা আেছ, িক িবিহত করেব শুিন ’? 

অিচন্ত্য বলল,‘ সব খুেল বলব ’।

ওর মন আঁতেক উেঠ বলল,‘ কােক বলেব ’?

অিচন্ত্য দঢ়ৃ ভােব বলল,‘ মেয়টােক ’!

এবার ওর মন চেট গল। বলল,‘ ক্ষেেপছ। ভদ্রেলাক ছেড় দেব তামায় ’?
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তারপর নরম সুের বাঝােনার চষ্টিা করল,‘ বাপুেহ, তুিম হেল পরস্বপর। ওসব মতলব ছাড়
। ঘেরর ছেল ঘের িফের যাও ’!

অিচন্ত্য প্রিতবাদ কের বলল,‘ কিভ নিহ। একটা িমেথ্য আশা িনেয় মেয়টা বেস থাকেব। 
আর আিম চুপ কের দখব ? এ হেত পােরনা, এ অন্যায় ’।

ওর মন ধমক িদল, বলল,‘ ক বেল অন্যায়। ন্যায় অন্যােয়র তুিম িক বােঝা হ। তািকেয় 
দখ, কাথায় ন্যায়টা হেচ্ছে শুিন ’। 

‘ বশ, তািকেয় দখিছ ’ বেল, অিচন্ত্য দেখ সই মেয়টা। বেস আেছ অন্ধকাের, ছায়ামিূতর্ষ র মত। 
কান ফাঁেক এেসেছ খয়াল হয়িন। 

তিড়ঘিড় চয়ার ছেড় উেঠ দাঁড়াল অিচন্ত্য। তারপর একেদৗেড় ঘর ছেড় বিরেয় গল। 

যাবার জন্য পা বািড়েয়েছ, হঠাৎ সামেন অিচন্ত্যেক দেখ হকচিকেয় গল মেয়টা। তারপর 
দ ুপা িপছু হেট, চাখ বড় বড় কের তািকেয় রইল। যন ভূত দখেছ। অিচন্ত্য হাঁপােচ্ছে। হাত তুেল 
আশ্বস্ত কের বলল,‘ দাঁড়ান, যােবন না। কথা আেছ .....’। 

সই রােত ঘের িফের মা’ক িচঠি িলখেত বসল অিচন্ত্য ।

শ্রীচরেণষু মা,
আমার জন্য িচন্তা কােরানা। আিম পাত্রী ঠিক কের ফেলিছ। 
মেয়টি............।
ইিত
তামােদর খাকা (অিচন্ত্য) 

~প্রণব দবনাথ 
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Aboriginal peoples have long 
argued that Aboriginal identity has 
been essentialized so that the 
implementation of the government’s 
policy of Aboriginal peoples would be 
made easier and which in the end, 
results in the negligence of 
acknowledging these variations 
among such a wide group of peoples.

In order to acknowledge the past 
and current struggles and 
stereotypes that come associated 
with the Aboriginal identity, and to 
create a safer, more harmonious 
society for our Indigenous peers, it is 
crucial that we understand and 
respect the various nuances and 
traditions of the Indigenous culture.

Acknowledging the struggles 
of the past and the present 
and overcoming differences 

to be one with the 
Indigenous community.

The complex issue of 
self-identification for the Indigenous 
people today, remains inextricably 
linked with past government 
legislation and continued 
stereotyping. 

Aboriginal identity encompasses 
an enormous diversity of people, 
groups and interests located within 
varying socio-political, economic and 
demographic situations. They spring 
from many nations and traditions. At 
a legal level, Canada recognizes 
specific groups such as Indians, Inuit 
and Métis. However, within these 
broad categories there are many 
sub-groups (e.g., Red River Métis, 
Western Métis; Inuvialuit, Nunavut; 
Cree, Ojibwa). 
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To ensure that there is 
understanding, respect, and 
appreciation between Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous peoples, both need to 
meet, work together, and learn about 
each other. 

Past trauma such as the impact 
of the Indian Act (especially in 
reducing status of women, abusing 
children etc.) is leading to our 
Indigenous peers being 
uncomfortable in current academic 
and professional spheres, 
furthermore, facing microaggressions 
on a daily basis. 

Hence reconciliation is crucial, to 
minimize real conflict between the 
Indigenous Peoples and the 
dominant non-Indigenous culture 
and help our Aboriginal peers to 
navigate safely at school and work 
and eventually overcome the fear 
associated with living their true 
identity freely.

The Canadian school system 
and mainstream media 

propagates harmful 
stereotypes, as very little is 

taught about Indigenous 
Peoples and their real history 

from their point of view. 

This is inclusive of, but not 
restricted to: the importance of 
ancestral language as part of 
Indigenous culture; understanding 
past and present trauma 
(psychological and sexual abuse on 
women and children, impact of the 
Indian Act); ongoing racist 
stereotypes and discrimination; how 
creating a safe space for our 
Indigenous peers can help them 
overcome the fear associated with 
their identity; and finally, how we 
can learn from the Indigenous 
culture and create a more 
sustainable environment.
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 Given the impacts of the 
genocidal history, horrific past 
imagery of having one’s own 
language and culture being 
tortuously extracted out of them, on 
the health and well-being of 
Aboriginal peoples, it is imperative 
that effective and culturally 
appropriate strategies be developed 
to interrupt the intergenerational 
transmission of this trauma, so that 
individuals, families, and 
communities, can begin to heal. 

The nature of many Aboriginal 
peoples’ communities and lifestyles 
means that they are feeling the 
effects of climate change much 
differently than those living in urban 
neighbourhoods. Many Aboriginal 
peoples live in rural or Northern 
areas, where resource extraction 
directly and immediately threatens 
the biocultural diversity of the land 
and wildlife in these areas. 

The residential school era 
left ongoing and 

devastating impacts on the 
health, and well-being of 
individuals, families and 

communities. 

One must remember that 
trauma is continuous and deeply 
seeded in the Indigenous 
identity. 

Reconciliation must involve 
promoting awareness in the 
Canadian society about the 
physical, psychological and 
emotional costs that Aboriginal 
families and communities have 
endured. 
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Many Indigenous communities, 
working alongside ecological and 
labour organizations, have supported 
the shift to a sustainable economy 
reliant on green technologies, a 
renewable energy strategy, and 
“green jobs” that aim to decarbonize 
production processes to guide 
Canada into a more sustainable 
future.

As we become more aware of the 
evils of the government-imposed 
propaganda to harm and 
discriminate against Indigenous 
people, we can contribute to their 
well-intended efforts for the society 
and the environment at large. 
Overall, a harmonious relationship 
between Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous people can lead to a 
better society for all. 

Canada’s Indigenous peoples 
have a unique relationship 
with and understanding of 
their lands and territories.

Apart from the large-scale 
implications of climate change like 
greenhouse gas emissions and acidic 
pollution, mineral mining processes 
have other consequences that affect 
these areas directly. Canadian 
indigenous groups are leading the 
charge against fossil-fuel 
development in a country with the 
world’s third-largest proven oil 
reserves, using rail blockades as 
leverage.

Article by
~Jigeesha Mukherjee
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I thought I gave a clever answer.  
He stared at me, smiled and said, 
good try! But the response 
resounded:

Nope! Try again, he said.
I had no idea what to think. Maybe I 
should make a 180 degree turn 
around—nothing to do with politics, 
social engagements. Instead, how 
about Lapis Lazuli, the semiprecious 
stone with intense blue color favored 
by famous kings and queens like 
Cleopatra (the entire Egyptian 
monarchy). Jews consider it an  
emblem of success, and Christians 
revere it as the stone of the Virgin 
Mary. 

I thought I was close. But 
nowhere close to being correct, said 
my inquisitor. But an excellent 
exercise that fits my imagination.

 You! He said, we are all lucky, 
not knowing what "Leptis 

Magna" is in the 21st century 
AD.

If someone asks me today: tell 
me what you can say on Leptis 
Magna, I will stare at him with a 
vacant look, assuming he is trying 
to teach me Latin. No idea, I would 
say! 

On second thought, could it be 
another charter like the "Magna 
Carta, the great charter," which is 
the  most important constitutional 
document of all times we learned 
about in our school history? In 
Bengal,  under Calcutta University, 
we had to learn British History. I do 
not know if it was true in other 
provinces  and other universities. 
Magna Carta is the foundation of 
freedom of the individual against 
despots'  arbitrary authority, as we 
were taught. 
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Leptis Magna is located in 
modern-day Libya at the coast of the 
Gulf of  Sidra in the North African 
Coast. Phoenician King Tyre 
established the City of Leptis Magna 
in the seventh century BC. But 
archeological evidence suggests that 
Leptis Magna had been a settled 
establishment from  Paleolithic and 
Neolithic ages and had been a 
continuous settlement until it grew 
to its height of eminence at the time 
of Emperor Septimius Severus of 
Rome. (193- 211 CE). 

It is Septimus Severus who 
became the only black Roman 
Emperor who is also from outside 
Europe.  Septimius Severus was born 
in Leptis Magna in a powerful, 
politically well-connected, and 
wealthy Libyan Punic Family. 
Although he spoke Latin, Greek well, 
his native language was Punic, and 
the Family was of  Punic culture, 
who conquered, settled, and 
developed Leptis Magna around the 
seventh century BC. 

The punic culture was a 
Semitic culture developed in 
the western Mediterranean 
region, an offshoot from  the 

original Phoenicians of 
present-day Lebanon.

But had we been born in 2nd or 
1st century Rome, we would have 
been sharing the same cage with 
hungry lions, tigers, or  some 
vicious animals in the middle of a 
Gladiatorial Rink. This spectacle is 
for Roman Citizens' pleasure,  
excitement, and vitality, as a 
spectator of the gruesome mauling 
of a person by the wild beasts. The  
more you scream in agony, pain, and 
fear, the higher the spectators' 
delight of joy fills up the air and  
atmosphere of the rink. 

Leptis Magna is the most 
magnificent Roman port city after 
Rome in grandeur in the entire 
Roman  Empire, competing with 
Carthage.
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Being his city of birth, Emperor 
Septimius Severus invested 
considerable funds and  resources to 
make Leptis Magna the most 
attractive place to live outside of 
Rome. Thus, Emperor  Augustus and 
Marcus Aurelius started the 
beautification of Leptis Magna. 
However, Septimius Severus took 
their efforts to another level of 
advancement. 

Aside from the funds from the 
coffer of the Empire, wealthy local 
merchants like Rufus aIso 
contributed a significant part of the 
fund to the City  of Leptis Magna to 
please their "Own-City-boy Emperor" 
Septimius Severus. 

He fought and won. When he did 
not win, he negotiated a winning 
strategy or eventually submitted 
them under Roman rule. If not on the 
second attempt, he never had to go 
more a third time to secure a win for  
the Empire. 

Emperor Septimius Severus 
21st Emperor of Rome 

Septimius Severus was one of 
the most accomplished Roman 
Emperors who successfully ruled 
Rome from 193  till 211 AD. He 
expanded the boundaries of Rome to 
the east, west, north and the south 
in  Northern Africa. 
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Septimius Severus especially 
being a boy from the province, had to 
ride many high tides and sink into 
low  ones, saved by luck or by fluke; 
walk the filth of politics and betrayal, 
not only at the forum or at the  
senate but also at home and in his 
abode. Deception by loved ones, the 
allegation of rape after months  and 
years of consensual cohabitation with 
several Garamentian socialites. 

Dishonored, disgraced, 
humiliated, but resurrected due to 
his apparent honesty and 
magnificent personal regal 
demeanor. 

His thorny journey from being a 
private provincial boy in Leptis 
Magna, through the slippery and  
poisonous highway to the 
"Emperorship" of Rome had never 
been uninteresting, lackluster, 
smooth,  lacking surprises, several 
close encounters with near-death 
situations from attempted 
assassinations. Yet, he rode  all those 
tornadoes, fearless, with tenacity, 
resolution and courage to bring 
tranquility, happiness, and  luxury to 
Romans. 

The road to any success is 
never easy nor smooth. 

Especially that of an Emperor 
to be of Rome. 

Arch of Septimius, 
built by Citizens in honor of the 

Emperor Septimius
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 He scouted the entire Empire 
and the neighboring kingdoms 
looking for a suitable match after 
Puccia's  death.

He was keen on referring to 
horoscopes to make a match for him. 
In the neighboring Kingdom in Syria, 
he  discovered Julia Donna, the only 
daughter of an Arab high priest in 
the Sun God temple of Elagabalus. 
Julia  was well educated, brilliant, 
active, and knowledgeable about 
national and regional politics. 

Septimius's feelings for 
Paccia were never questioned 

since he never spoke about 
her in his autobiography.

He married a local Lady from 
Leptis Magna, Paccia Marciana 
from the Punic stalk. After ten 
years of  marriage, Septimius, still 
lacking a family, needed to 
procreate to retain his legacy to the 
throne of Rome.  Paccia died of 
natural causes. 

Remains of the Basilicas 
of Leptis Magna; 

redesigned and extended 
by Septimius
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 The Emperor's love for Leptis 
Magna brought him time and again to 
the city, accompanied by the Empress. 
The city of Joy for Septimius had 
always been a city of threat to Julia's 
life. But she masterfully concealed  her 
agony from the Emperor. 

Septimius not only brought joy, 
glory, and power to his birthplace but 
also created several memorable  
monuments and buildings, which are 
still exuding his glory more than two 
thousand years after his death. Leptis 
Magna remains an architectural crown 
jewel hidden and saved by the sands of 
the Libyan desert and deteriorating 
access from the Sea of Sidra. 

It is not only Julia herself, but 
her personal entourage and 

guards must also be watching 
their backs, their food, and 

drinks all the time.

It is  conceivable that the 
Emperor frequently consulted 
Empress Julia for matters of the 
Palace and that of the state. She 
was a wonderful, compassionate, 
loving human being. However, she 
suffered from the fiery  jealousy of 
many women from the Emperor's 
hometown Leptis Magna and the 
rest of the Empire. 

Amphitheatre of Leptis Magna 
built by Septimius 
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This situation satisfied their 

hearts but  gave rise to imperial feuds, 
which simmered during the lifetime of 
the Emperor, but erupted  like 
Vesuvius soon after his unexpected 
death in modern-day York while 
campaigning against the Scots, 
north of Hadrian wall in England. 

The Emperor and Empress's 
love and affection for their 

two sons Caracalla and Geta, 
had been so intense that  they 

were appointed as 
co-emperors during the 
lifetime of Septimius. 

The monuments of architectural 
marvels in Leptis Magna he left 
behind include the Arch of 
Septimius Severus,  the Basilica, 
the Forum, the Theatre, the 
decorated colonnaded street, the 
Nymphaeum, modernization  and 
extension of the marketplace, and 
the port of Leptis Magna. 

UNESCO Declaration of Leptis Magna as  
World Heritage Site 

Declaration as Imperial City Roman 
Senate and the Emperor 
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Caracalla's  insecurity and 
jealousy had been unfathomable to 
such an extent that Geta's face was 
erased from all  Roman coins and 
statues and portraits were removed 
from all public places. 

Emperor Septimius's success and 
rise to the pinnacle of Roman power 
had something to do with his  physical 
demeanor. Apart from his height, the 
deeply penetrating eye of an eagle, yet 
full of  kindness added to his face 
exuding strength with stability, 
tranquility, confidence, and sagacious 
authority. 

The overriding family feuds, 
senatorial treachery, alluring, 
seductive tempter, threatening 
political  tsunamis were happening all 
the time, but nothing could dislodge 
Septimius from his historical 
demeanor of strength and tranquility. 

How did he do it? Intrigue, desperation, threats 
of assassination poisoned the 

air in the palace, yet, all 
under a veil of  tranquility. 

Geta, the second son, was 
smarter, loved by everyone, even by 
the packs of senators who wrestled  
with their father Emperor 
Septimius throughout the eighteen 
years of his reign, even before his 
ascension to the  throne. Then, of 
course, to add to the intrigue, were 
lineups of several of the prettiest 
and most desirable ladies in the 
entire Roman Empire behind Geta. 
Thus, to Caracalla, the older son 
and aspiring Emperor, the situation 
became more infuriating and 
intolerable.

His fire of jealousy had been so 
intensely torrid, that he had Geta 
assassinated in their mother's arm 
by Pretorian guards.
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But the surprise of Libya's 
interior, deep into the Sahara, is more 
intriguing, enthralling, and 
exhilarating rather than 
mind-boggling. Current archeological 
findings push Libya and the Sahara 
back by 25,000 years  when it was a 
tropical forested area with lush green 
vegetation, rivers, lakes, not wadis, to 
give life to  everything populated and 
covered by greenery, including animal 
habitation to match the environment.  

That is a different story, 
nevertheless a continuum indeed. 

My job with Libya's Ministry of 
Health and Higher education opened 
the opportunity to travel across the  
country. The more I looked, the more I 
witnessed, the more I got convinced 
that Leptes Magna could not have 
been  better poised anywhere else, but 
only on the shores of thriving Libya. 
Ruled by its most celebrated son 
Lucious Septimius Severus, it could 
not have been born anywhere else but 
in "Lebda," as they called it  
affectionately to raise it to be a jewel 
in the Roman crown. 

He survived, thrived  and 
conceived his own dynasty 

"The Roman Imperial 
dynasty of Severus."

Despite being flooded with 
wealth, love, affection, comfort, and 
taste of supreme power, his two sons  
failed to be endowed with any 
qualities of his which made him one of 
the most extraordinary emperors in 
Roman history. 

Unveiling the shroud, feeling 
under the world of power, is revealing, 
intriguing, full of unanticipated  
mystery, suspense, and uncertainties, 
through which the Imperial family 
wade through. 
Having spent six years in Colonel 
Gaddafi's Libya, I was amazed by 
Libya's historical, archeological, and  
cultural wealth. History goes as far 
back as paleolithic settlements along 
the Mediterranean shores and  along 
the banks of many Wadis, which are 
seasonal rivers or ravines, that flow 
from Libya's south to  the 
Mediterranean Sea, nine to ten 
thousand years back.
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 Yet midnight is the time when 
one's worldly traitors, spirits, 
ghosts, and vampires from the  
darkness are all in a hurry to claw 
in their prey. After Midnight, the 
thickness of night starts to 
dissipate slowly and bring the hope 
of life with the glimmer of the 
rising sun. Sunlight will glorify life 
again in Leptis  Magna. But, this is 
not the Leptis Magna of Septimius 
and his family's intriguing life, who 
cherished their  beloved Lebda 
after Rome. 

Instead, the book will tell 
stories behind the thorny, 
tempestuous yet glittering  journey 
of Septimius in Lebda, before, 
during, and after his ascension to 
the throne of the Roman Empire. 

Midnight is the end of all 
the wrestles, harassment, 
trials, and tribulations of 

the day's actions and  
frustrations.

The "Midnight in Leptis 
Magna'' is the title of fiction based 
on Septimius's rise and rise 
through the stormy sky, muddy 
and toxic waters and at times, an 
impenetrable human jungle, 
where snakes and hyenas lived  
and conspired with his extended 
family, elaborate establishment of 
consorts. It must have been an 
incredible feat to ride these out 
unscathed yet  stay at the helm 
and expand Rome's glory, power, 
wealth, and physical limits. 
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This fiction absorbs local 
folklore, communal memory, tales 
from village elders, many officials, 
volunteers, shop keepers, and 
stories from fortune hunters with 
their metal detectors, substantially  
enriching this tale. 

Their stories will never find a 
way into history but will continue 
to enhance the fascination  of folks 
mesmerized by Leptis Magna and 
its most gifted child, Lucius 
Septimus Severus, the Twenty-first  
Emperor of Rome, and the only 
Black person to sit on the imperial 
throne of Rome. 

Vina, Vidi, Vici .   
( I came , I saw, I conquered )  

Julius Caesar 
( 100 BC- 44 BC )

Article by
~Kamal Malakar
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You will turn silent, you will turn 
philosopher, you will turn...to 
'whatever it takes to enjoy the 
serenity' of the place. The road by 
which you came, seems to come out of 
the clouds, the road ahead.....seems 
to be to eternity. And you yourself 
will feel like a dove, sitting beside the 
road, waiting for your companion and 
soaking in the beauty of the place.

Soak in...yes, stop your car by the 
road (You can over here, it's legal). 
Get down from the car, walk through 
the green pastures on the two sides. 

Turn yourself to a child, who 
thinks the mountains are so 

near, so near that they can be 
touched.

Driving from Grant Village 
resort towards the West Entrance of 
the 'Yellowstone National Park', 
comes a route through a valley 
which will definitely take your 
breath away.

http://anindya.roychoudhury9@blogspot.com
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We were staying at the Grant 
Village Resort.Lamar valley is 71 
miles from there , driving time of 
about 2 hours. 

When you go towards the North 
East entrance of the park you will go 
past Mount Washburn to reach the 
valley. There are quite a number of 
spots to stop and take photos of the 
mountain as well.

Go ahead...try to touch them, in that 
exercise you will love the green more, 
you will love the breeze which comes 
down those mountains.
Yes that time you will feel the world 
is such a beautiful place.

Located in the northeastern 
corner of the Yellowstone National 
park, the Lamar Valley, along the 
Lamar River, is often called 
America’s Serengeti for its large and 
easy-to-see populations of large 
animals.
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People who are planning to 
visit Yellowstone should 

definitely have this in their 
bucket list. 

Once you reach and stop in the 
Valley, bisons like you see in the 
pictures can come really close to the 
cars. But do not worry, they are 
really calm animals and will not 
harm you if you do not bother them. Remember you will hear about 

lots of attractions inside the park, 
but just don't miss it. The other 
attractions are there and they are 
lovely but this is something which 
will blow you away and will leave an 
everlasting impression on your mind.

Article by~
Anindya Roy Choudhary
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সংগৃহীত 
~সিজত দাস

সাম্প্রিতক কােলর দগুর্ষাপুজা

দগুর্ষাপুজার মৗিলক তত্ব অনশুীলন করেল বঝুা যায় এেত যমনই আেছ আড়ম্বতা তমনই 
আনিুষ্টিকতা, আচার-আচরন,িনষ্ঠা ও িনয়মানবুিতর্ষ তার কেঠারতা। উেল্লখ্য য বতর্ষ মােন দেুগর্ষাৎসব 
রুেপ যা প্রচিলত তা পৗরািনক। বেদ দবীসুেক্ত এর মাহাত্ম আেছ। িকন্তু পুণর্ষাঙ্গি পুজা পদ্ধিত 
মলােনা মশুিকল। তেন্ত্র অবশ্য মন্ত্র পুজার উপাসনা পদ্ধিত আেছ। তা িবকৃত রুেপই িবেবিচত।

যা হাক, িচরাচিরত প্রথায়ও আজ পিরবতর্ষ েনর ছাপ লক্ষেনীয়। বতর্ষ মান পুেরািহতগন স সমস্ত 
িচরাচিরত প্রথার প্রিত কতটুকু িনরংকুশ তা তাঁরাই বঝুেত পােরন। দগুর্ষাপুজায় বাঁিশ বাজােনা 
িনিষদ্ধ অথচ বশীর ভাগ মন্ডেপ ঢাক ঢােলর সােথ বাঁিশ বাজােনা হেয় থােক। দখা যায় বািহ্যক 
আড়ম্বতা যত বিৃদ্ধ পােচ্ছে, শাস্ত্রিবিধ পালেনর আগ্রহ ততই হ্রাস পােচ্ছে যার ফেল পুজার মৗিলকত্ব 
িদনিদন অনপুিস্থিত হেত বেসেছ।

সেকেল বড়েলািক কায়দায় পুেজা অনিুষ্টিত হেলও আনন্দে উল্লাস, হহুেল্লাড়  চলত বহু  
বাটিেত এবং তা পুরুষেদর িবেষশ তত্বাবধােন এবং পুেরািহতগেনর িনেদর্ষশনায় যার জন্য পুেজা 
উপাচারািদেত কানরুপ িবঘ্ন ঘটতনা।

আজকাল অিধকাংশ ক্ষেেত্রই পুেজার মলূ উেদ্দেশ্য ও ভিক্তর উেন্মেষ বাদ িদেয় প্রিতমা রুপ 
সজ্জার প্রিতেযািগতা,মণ্ডপ সজ্জার বাহুল্যতায়,প্রচুর অথর্ষ ব্যেয় আেলার ঝন ঝনানী, মাইক সািভর্ষ স 
অপ্রাসিঙ্গিক গান বাজনার পিরেবশনা পুেজার আধ্যািত্মকতা কলিুষত কের তুেল।

দগুর্ষাপুেজা উপলেক্ষে দবী মাহােত্ম উদৃ্ধত হেয়েছ,” শরত কােল আমার মহাপূজা যা বািষর্ষকরুেপ 
পািলত হয় তােত ভিক্ত সমিন্বিত হেয় কউ যিদ আামার মাহাত্ম শ্রবন কের তেব আমার অনগু্রেহ 
সবর্ষ প্রকার বাধা িবপিত্তি মকু্ত হেয় পুত্র পিরজন সেমত ধন ধান্য সমগ্র লাভ করেব সেন্দেহ নাই।”
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Poem by
~Jigeesha Mukherjee

A city gleaming in cheap wrapping paper,
colors and lights fighting
For attention; festive excuses on stepped feet,
hushed apologies rushed,
No comfort. Frenzy over scrupulous lists,
must-sees, pandal-hopping,
Coconut fibers and camphor sealing scents
from childhood: familiar, lush.

Dhaks beating in rehearsed monotone,
noises and hues,
Music and art in flamboyant cacophony,
now deserted blues. 
Carefully distanced, masked,
Safe and sound,
Memories caged in tagged albums, 
Pujo in rebound.



Happy Durga Puja 
2021 

May Maa Durga bless you 
with good health, wealth, happiness, prosperity and 

long life. 

Maa Durga
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Ma Durga
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~Ayshani Mukerji
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Ma Durga
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~Prachi Dey
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Ma Durga
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~Rajsree Mandal
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Ma Durga
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~Rimona Mandal
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Ganesha
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~Shreyoshi Gomes
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Ma Durga
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~Shruti Mukerji
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The Joker
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~Jigeesha Mukherjee
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~Sourav Mandal
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Puja Decoration, 2021
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