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8. Dal or Lentil Soup; $6.75

9. Alu Chole $11.75
Potatoes & chick pea curry

10. Alu Ghobi $12.75

11. Alu Palak Potatoes & spinach $11.75

12. Baingan Masala (Seasonal) $12.75
Small eggplant filled with Indian spices
& stir fried with onions

13. Bhartha $13.75
Roasted eggplant cooked with fresh onions,
tomatoes & green peas

14. Bhindi Masala (Seasonal) $13.75
Okra cooked with onions & Indian spices

15. Chana Masala $11.75
Chick peas cooked with Indian spices

16. Dal Tarka $11.75
Urad dal cooked with garlic, onions & tomatoes

17. Dam Alu Potato curry $11.75

18. Gutta Curry $13.75
Steamed chick pea flour balls in curry

19. Mix Vegetable Curry $11.75

20. Sarson Saag $13.75
Rapini cooked with spices

21. Veg. Manchurian $13.75
Cooked with carrot and cabbage
served in spicy gravy

22. Vegetable Vindaloo $11.75

23. Vegetable Zhal Frazi $11.75

24. Dal Makhni $11.75
Urad dal cooked with butter

25. Dhaba Baingan $13.75
Masala eggplant cooked with a creamy sauce

26. Karahi Paneer $13.75
Indian cheese cooked with bell pepper & tomatoes

27. Malai Kofta $13.75
Indian cheese balls cooked in a creamy sauce

28. Mutter Paneer $12.75
Green peas & Indian cheese curry

29. Navratan Korma $13.75
Mix veg. cooked in creamy sauce

30. Paneer Chole $12.75
Indian cheese & chick peas :

31. Saag Paneer $13.75

- Spinach & Indian cheese

32. Shahi Paneer $13.75

EAST INDIAN

CUISINE

SHURAT (APPE'I'IZERS)
(Served with Tamarind Sauce)

Alu Tikki (2 pieces) $4.75
Potatoes & spices topped with yogurt

Bhujia (3 pieces) $4.75
Vegetable Fritters

Chole Bhatura $10.75

Chick peas curry servied with deep fried white bread
Chole Samosa (or alu tikki)  $8.75
Two samosas (alu tikki) topped with chick peas
and garnished with onion and tamarind sauce

Pakora (4 pieces) $4.75
CHOICE of paneer, chicken, soya or fish
Papri Chat $4.75

Indian chips served with yogurt
Samosa (2 pieces)
Chicken or Beef

Veg. $3.25
$5.75

Indian cheese cooked in a cream; sauce mth nuts

Licensed

! DINE IN | TAKEOUT I CATERING 628A St Anne S Rd

MURG TE MEAT (BONELESS)

33. Butter Chicken $13.75

34. Keema Mutter $13.75
CHOICE of beef or chicken, cooked
with tomatoes & green chili

35. Meat Curry $12.75
CHOICE of beef, chicken or lamb

36. Meat Karahi $13.75

CHOICE of beef, chicken or lamb cooked
with tomatoes & dhaba spices

37. Meat Korma
CHOICE of beef, chicken or lamb cooked
in a creamy sauce

38. Meat Palak
CHOICE of beef, chicken or lamb cooked
with spinach curry

39. Meat with Vegetables $12.75
CHOICE of beef, chicken or lamb cooked with
vegetable curry

40. Meat Vindaloo (Extra hot) $12.75
CHOICE of beef, chicken or lanb cooked spicy

41. Noorjahani Meat Curry $13.75
CHOICE of beef, chicken or lamb cooked with
spinach, lentils, eggs and nuts

DHABA E SIZZLES (All Dinners served with
Plain Basmati Rice & Served with Sizzles)

42. Bhoona $13.75
CHOICE of beef, chicken or lamb cooked with
onions, tomatoes, bell peppers & mushrooms

43. Chicken Tikka Masala $13.75
Semi fried boneless chicken cooked with soya
sauce, bell peppers, onions, tomatoes & cabbage

44. Kababs $11.75
CHOICE of chicken or beef. Minced meat mixed
with dhaba spices & grilled in tandoor (oven)

$13.75

$12.75

45. Tandoori Chicken Half $13.75
Marinated in yogurt, spices & baked ~ Full $21.75
46. Zhal Frazi $13.75

CHOICE of beef, chicken or lamb cooked
with tomatoes & green chilli

DHABA E SEAFOOD

47. Fish Curry $12.75
48. Fish with Tomatoes $12.75
49, Fish with Potatoes $12.75
50. Fish Tandoori Baked with spices $13.75
51. Fish Tikka $13.75

Semi fried fish cooked with soya sauce,
bell peppers, onions, tomatoes & cabbage

52. Shrimp Curry $12.75

53. Shrimp Korma $13.75
Shrimp cooked with creamy sauce

54. Shrimp Vindaloo $13.75
Shrimp cooked with spicy & extra hot

55. Shrimp Zhal Frazi $13.75

Shrimp cooked with tomatoes & green chilli

DHABA E BASMATI

56. Basmati Rice
57. Beef Biryani

$4.75
$15.75

Cooked with Basmatiice & spices, creamy sauce & nuts

‘Chicken Biryani $15.75
Cooked with Basmati nce & spices, creamy

sauce & nuts : 7

- Fried Basmati Rice $6.75
60. Mutton Blryanl $17.75

61. Pullao $14.75
CHOICE of vegetable, chicken, beef,
lamb or shrimp

62. Shrimp Biryani $17.75

Cooked with Basmati rice & spices, creamy
sauce & nuts

63. Subz Biryani $15.75
Mix. Veg. cooked with Basmati rice, spices,
creamy sauce & nuts

DHABA BREADS

64. Bhatura $1.75
Deep fried bread

65. Kulcha Plain $1.75
Pan baked bread

66. Kulcha Paratha $4.75

Pan baked bread filled with onions & potatoes

67. Naan $3.25
Plain
68. Naan $4.75

Cheese, garlic, onion or keema
69. Paranthas $4.75
Plain, onion, alu or ghobi with whole wheat bread
70. Puri $1.75
Deep fried whole wheat bread
71. Roti Caribbean $11.75
Dal roti filled with choice of potatoes or vegetables
72. Roti Caribbean $12.75
Dal roti filled with choice of lamb, chicken or beef
73. Tava Roti (Chapatis) $1.75

|________sEORDERs ||

74. Hot Mixed Pickles $1.75
75. Mango Chattni $1.75
76. Papadam (2 pieces) $1.50
77. Raita $2.75

DHABA BEVERAGES

78. Chai (Spiced Tea) $2.75
Single - with boiled milk & cardamom

79. Coffee or Hot Tea $1.75

80. Pepsi, 7-Up or Diet Drinks $1.75

81. Lassi $2.75
Buttermilk - Sweet or salted

82. Mango Juice $2.75

83. Mango Lassi (Sweet) $4.75

84. Mango Milkshake $4.75

85. Orange or Apple Juice $2.75

DHABA DESSERTS

Gulab Jamun $3.75
$3.75
$3.75

86.

87. Indian Sweets
88. Kheer Rice Pudding
89. Mango Ice Cream
90. Rasmalai

$3.75
$3.75

 LUNCHBUFFET
MON-FRI 11:30 AM - 2:30 PM $13.75
DINNER BUFFET 3:30 - 8:00 PM $17.75

 SATURDAY & SUNDAY & HOLIDAYS
ALL DAY BUFFET
$17.75

Prices subject to change without notice.
Taxes extra.




TERRITORY ACKNOWLEDGMENT
BY

BICHITR A, THE BENGALI ASSOCIATION OF MANITOBA INC.

We would like to acknowledge that we are on Treaty 1 territory and
that the land on which we gather is the traditional territory of
Anishinaabeg, Cree, Ojibway-Cree, Dakota, and Dene Peoples, and
the homeland of the Métis Nation.

243 Bichitra

w The Bengali Association

E"'-_j E of Manitoba




Sichitra

(Bengali Club of Manitoba)
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advertisement rates are as follows:

Back cover
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Inside cover

-125+00- 150 80

Full page 10600 |22 S0 - -
Half page 5000 ©&o-s0.
Quarter page 30,006~ 4080 .
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Bichitra

(Bengali Club of Manitoba'Inc.)

223 - 77 University Crescent
Winnipeg, Manitoba
R3T 3N8
September 2, 1983
Dear Sir:
Every year we celebrate a week-long religious-
—cultural function, usually in the moenth of October. At
that time we print a magazine which enjoys a wide

circulation. The magazine gets considerable exposure to
Canadians of varicus ethnic origin.

One of the cheapest ways of attracting attention
this segment of the populatlon is by advertising in our
magazine at a low cost. By advertizing in our magazl
you are not only benefitting from low cost, but,
same time you are supportin growth
multiculturism in Canad

to

Our advertisement rates are as follows:

Back cover $175.00
Inside cover 150.00
Full page 120.00
Half page 60.00
Quarter page 40.00

We hepe you will give it a serious ccnsiderations.
If you need more information, please do not hesitate to
call me at 261-4511.

Thank you.

P.K. Biswas
General Secretary

U
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BICHITRA — THE BENGALI ASSOCIATION OF MANITOB A INC.

IN MEMORIAM

YEAR: 1978-2019

The members of Bichitra — The Bengali Association of Manitoba Inc., are the organization's
greatest asset.

On this page, Bichitra pays homage to the many members and talents we lost during the past
40 years.

Anju Sen
Ashim Kumar Roy
Bijoy Roy Chaudhary
Chitta Ranjan Ghosh
Deepak Bose
Lily Mukerjee
Manoranjan Ray
Mujibur Rahman
Prasun Tagore
Pulak Ghosh
Radha Madhab Das
Ranen Sinha
Rina Ganguly
Rory Fonseca
Shanti Majumdar
Shibdas Biswas

Snehesh Xumar Sinha

We made every effort to ensure accuracy of information contained in this list. Any errors or omissions are purely unintentional.




LARGEST SELECTION OF CUSTOM BLINDS IN WINNIPEG. VISIT OUR SHOWROOM

— BLIND SHINEFIS

Gustom Blinds & (Dmpems

BLIND-SHINERS... WHERE MOTORIZATION IS AFFORDABLE
LIMITED TIME, 65% OFF ALL MOTORIZATION

THE BEST IN SALES, SERVICE, QUALITY & PRICE!
COMPARE OUR PRICE WITH ANYONE
LOW OVERHEAD! EQUALS LOWER PRICES!

FREE g

Cordless on 35_450/0

Rollershades GEF
& Screens, ALL BLINDS

w00d, Restrictions Apply.
Honeycomb

BLIND Cellular Shades, FINANCING

CLEANING Faux WOOd, AVAILABLE

STARTING AT ; NO INTEREST NO
s14mPER BLIND & Aluminum PAYMENTS FOR

CALL FOR . )
FREE ESTIVATES, Horizontal Blinds ksl

DWW

853 Marion St. We
204.231 .3880 Carf::ilian

www.blindshiners.com

Monday - Friday 8:30am-5pm e Saturday 10am- 2pm.




This @ANADIAN product only available at:

WINNIPEG
VINYL FENCING

PROFESSIONAL
VINIYL FENCING

INSTALLED FOR A LIFETIME

Free Estimates FREE 4X8
« PRICE COMPARABLE TO WOOD GARDEN BOX
« LOW MAINTENANCE with your purd_\ase'

* 100% PURE VIRGIN VINYL
* ANTI CHALKING
* NO CONCRETE * NO DIGGING

* MANY STYLES TO CHOOSE FROM

 LIFETIME TRANSFERRABLE
WARRANTY

Einance Your
NO DEPOSIT ¢ NO PAYMENTS
NO INTEREST FOR 12 MONTHS .

BOOK YOUR INSTALL EARLY!
853 MARION ST. WINNIPEG

WWW.WINNIPEGVINYLEENCING.com
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Message de la gouverneure générale a
I’occasion de la Durga Puja

Depuis 41 ans, Bichitra, 1’Association
bengalie du Manitoba, organise des activités et
appuie des initiatives qui célebrent le riche
patrimoine culturel des immigrants bengalis.
Ainsi, les membres réaffirment leur
attachement a leurs valeurs et enseignent a la
prochaine génération la langue, la littérature et
I’histoire de leurs ancétres.

Encore une fois cette année, la communauté
bengalie de Winnipeg se rassemble non
seulement pour célébrer la Durga Puja, mais
aussi pour s’employer a mieux faire connaitre
ses traditions et a édifier une société plus forte
et plus pacifique.

Je vous adresse a tous mes meilleurs veeux
pour la Durga Puja.

(o

-11-




Message from the Governor General on
the Occasion of Durga Puja

For 41 years, the Bichitra—Bengali Association
of Manitoba has hosted events and supported
initiatives that celebrate the rich cultural
heritage of Bengali immigrants. In doing so, its
members reaffirm their values and educate the
next generation in the language, literature and
history of their ancestors.

Once again this year, the Bengali community
of Winnipeg is coming together not only to
celebrate Durga Puja, but also to commit itself
both to sharing its traditions and to building a
stronger, more peaceful society.

[ wish all of you the very best on Durga Puja.

-12-




Contact us: 204-487-1606

Providing business management support services in times of changing demand.

SERVICES FOR BUSINESSES AND INDIVIDUALS

Income Tax
Corporate and Personal

Maximizing the return you deserve.
You are represented for free!

Accounting and Bookkeeping

We design our program according to your needs.
We take care of your everyday document flow
and deliver reliable financial reports to you.

You make informed decision!

Payroll, GST / PST
Preparation & Returns

We calculate, prepare, and fulfill your
statutory obligations. We represent you to
the regulatory authorities.

You relax!

SME Guidance

On-site services, start-up services, facilitating
reviews and audits, and much more....

When you get our management services,
you get the best!

OFFICE LOCATION

Unit 13 - 2700 Corydon Avenue
Winnipeg, Manitoba

HOURS OF OPERATION

Tuesday - Friday: 8:30 am - 6:30 pm
Saturday: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
CLOSED: Monday and Sunday
TEL: 204-487-1606
FAX: 204-488-2084

Please call for after-hour appointments.

BN

%

Durga Puja Greetings
to Bichitra and members
from Bashori and team




PRIME MINISTER - PREMIER MINISTRE

October 4-8, 2019

Dear Friends:

I am pleased to extend my warmest greetings to the members of
the Bengali Association of Manitoba as you celebrate Durga Puja.

Durga Puja is one of the most important festivities in the Bengali Hindu calendar.
This joyous occasion brings family and friends together to commemorate the victory
of good over evil, and to celebrate peace, hope and self-renewal. It also provides a
wonderful opportunity to recognize the tremendous contributions Canadians of the
Hindu faith have made to our country in all fields of endeavour.

I would like to thank the Bengali Association of Manitoba for bringing this
celebration to the community for the last 40 years. Events such as this one remind us
that diversity is our greatest strength.

Please accept my best wishes for a memorable celebration.

Sincerely,

The Rt. Hon. Justin P. J. Trudeau, P.C., M.P.
Prime Minister of Canada

-14 -




New to Canada?

Save more,
settle in faster.

Enjoy exclusive newcomer” savings with no monthly fee banking for a year,
a free SIM card and $50 in TELUS prepaid credits?, discounts on car rentals?,
and more. Discover all the ways RBC can help you settle in.

Visit an RBC branch.

rbc.com/settlequick | 1-866-756-1104

N

RBCH

Limited Time Offers. Conditions Apply.

“Offers available only to newcomers to Canada who arrived within the last 5 years and show proof of entry. Visit rbc.com/welcome or any RBC
branch for full eligibility details. Offers may be amended or withdrawn at any time without notice. 'Offer ends October 31, 2019. Monthly fee
waived for first 12 months upon opening a new RBC No Limit Banking account (monthly fee $10.95). Other account transaction fees may apply.
Other conditions apply. ?Offer available to eligible newcomers who opened an RBC personal deposit account (“PDA”) or have been approved
for an RBC credit card between April 1 and December 31, 2019 (“Promotional Period”) but do not have a PDA at the start of Promotional Period.
Activate offer by Dec 31, 2019 and offer will be available for use for 60 days thereafter. Other conditions may apply. TELUS, not Royal Bank of
Canada, is responsible for the terms and conditions applicable to the TELUS offer, products or services. * Offer available to eligible newcomers
who have opened an RBC personal deposit account (“PDA”) or have been approved for an RBC credit card between January 1 and December
31,2019 (“Promotional Period”) but do not have a PDA at the start of the Promotional Period and who have received this offer through the RBC
Offers platform in RBC Online Banking. Offer applicable to eligible vehicle rentals at participating Avis locations across Canada and contiguous
U.S. Avis Budget Car Rental Canada ULC, not Royal Bank of Canada, is solely responsible for the terms and conditions applicable to this Offer.
®/™ Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. vrsioase3 26770 (06/2019)
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MESSAGE FROM
THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR OF MANITOBA

Multiculturalism continues to flourish in our province, strengthening the cultural mosaic
that adds so much to the great quality of life all of our citizens enjoy.

As the Queen’s representative in Manitoba, I am pleased to extend greetings to the
members of Bichitra— The Bengali Cultural Society of Manitoba as you gather for your 40" Durga
Puja celebrations.

Inspired by your shared commitment to community spirit and cultural preservation, your
organization has a long, impressive record of achievement in advancing Bengali and South Asian
culture, philosophy and religion across the province. Your programs and activities succeed in
helping newcomers and youth feel a stronger connection to their heritage and a greater sense of
belonging in the community as a whole.

By encouraging inter-cultural awareness and understanding, your work enriches our
society today, and for generations to come. Manitoba 150 festivities will further reflect the great
value of your efforts. I wish you every success with this year’s celebrations and a safe, memorable
festival for all.

) A o)

The Honourable Janice C. Filmon, C.M., O.M.
Lieutenant Governor of Manitoba

-16-




Scotiabank.
The bank for newcomers.

The Scotiabank StartRight® Program' can help you start banking in Canada by providing
access to credit, savings, and help from Financial Advisors. It’s all part of why Scotiabank
is the bank for newcomers.

Get the right start to life in Canada

No monthly fees on a Scotia One™ chequing
account for one year.! A value of $167 Please bring the following documents with you
on your first visit to Scotiabank:

Unlimited e-transfers and transactions? O Permanent Resident Card or Confirmation
of Immigration Status in Canada

O One (1) additional piece of acceptable
personal identification (i.e. foreign passport
Secure your valuables with a free small safety or driver’s license issued in Canada)

i 3
deposit box for a year A value of $55 O Original work permit (IMM 1442), for Foreign

Workers

Build your credit history with an unsecured credit
card* that meets your needs

Call Lin Zhao to book

Finance a new car with specially designed an appointment or visit
financing at all Scotiabank authorized dealerships.® startright.scotiabank.com.

Scotiabank Bridgwater Branch
30 Centre Street, Winnipeg, MB
Lin Zhao

Branch Manager

O
Scotiabank
®

The Scotiabank StartRight Program, created for Canadian Permanent Residents from 0-3 years in Canada, International Students and Foreign Workers. If you are a Canadian Permanent Resident, Foreign
worker or an Investor immigrant the program includes no monthly account fees for the first year on the Scotia One™ account1, unlimited Interact e-transfer fee rebates2 and a free safety deposit box for
one year.

. To qualify for no Monthly Account Fee for the first year, open a new Scotia One™ Chequing Account under the StartRight® Program (the “Account”). Employees of The Bank of Nova Scotia (“Scotiabank”)
and individuals who are currently or were previously holders/ joint holders of a Scotiabank chequing account within the last 2 years are not eligible. The monthly Account fee (currently $13.95) will initially
be charged to your Account and will be fully credited back to your Account as a rebate within the first 10 business days of the month following the month in which this fee was charged to your Account.
The Account must be open and in good standing until/during the time line change is not needed here of the rebates/waivers. All applicable service charges on the Account will continue to be applied monthly.
It is your responsibility to ensure the Account has sufficient funds to cover any fees, including the monthly fee during the Rebate Period. After the 12 month promotional period, you will begin to see the
monthly Account fee charged to your Account unless you maintain a minimum daily closing balance of $4,000, in which case the monthly Account fee will be waived per the Account terms and conditions.
This Offer is non-transferable and cannot be combined with any other offers. Maximum one Offer per customer. All rates, fees, features and benefits are subject to change. Offer may be changed, cancelled,
or extended at any time without notice .

. Afull (100%) fee rebate on Interact e-transfers you make each month through Scotia Online or Scotiabank Mobile banking (using your eligible mobile devices). Fee rebates will be applied to your Scotia One™
chequing account within 10 business days of the month following the month in which the fees were incurred.

. Subject to availability and signing the Safety Deposit Box lease. Additional conditions apply.

. To be eligible, you must be a participant in the Scotiabank StartRight Program. Your application for credit and the credit limit assigned (up to $5,000) will be determined based on Scotiabank’s credit criteria,
including your verifiable income and credit history (if available). A credit history in Canada is not required in order to be eligible for credit under the Scotiabank StartRight Program. To qualify for a credit card,
you must be a resident of Canada and the age of majority.

. Subject to Scotiabank credit approval and financing terms and conditions. Maximum 60 month term. Qualifying Permanent Residents can put a minimum of 10% down. Qualifying Foreign Workers under the
Scotiabank StartRight® program are required to make a minimum 25% down payment.

Registered trademarks of The Bank of Nova Scotia.
™ Trademarks of The Bank of Nova Scotia.

-+
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PREMIER OF MANITOBA
Legislative Building

Winnipeg, Manitoba CANADA
R3C 0V8

A MESSAGE FROM THE PREMIER

On behalf of all Manitobans, I am pleased to extend my warmest greetings to
those celebrating Durga Puja throughout our province and, in particular, those
attending the festival at the Dr. Raj Pandey Hindu Centre in Winnipeg.

Durga Puja is the most significant annual festival of the Bengali community.
A festival dedicated to the worship of the Goddess Durga, and one that is widely
celebrated in West Bengal and throughout the world. It serves as a wonderful
reminder of the rich and vibrant cultural diversity that makes our province so unique.

Successfully staging an event as large and important as Durga Puja requires
the ongoing effort of a committed team. I join our fellow Manitobans in
congratulating the Bengali Association of Manitoba for its work in hosting this
celebration, and in thanking its members for the tremendous work they do in
preserving and promoting the Bengali culture in our province.

The Honourable Brian Pallister
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~ financial well-being?

I'm here to answer all

of your questions, and

help you with day-to-day
banking, loans, mortgages,
investments, and more.

SERVICE PROVIDED IN BENGALI,
HINDI, AND ENGLISH.

where relationships
matter most.

" sunGva

CREDIT UNION
sunovacu.cd
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A Message from the Manitoba Minister of
Sport, Culture and Heritage

| am pleased to extend greetings to our province’s Bengali
community and the members of Bichitra, the Bengali
Association of Manitoba, as you celebrate your 40th Durga
Puja.

I am especially proud to be part of your celebrations this
year because you are marking such a significant milestone
in your community and in our province’s history. Your
organization and Manitoba’s Bengali community continue
to play integral parts in this province’s diverse cultural
landscape.

Your work helps to further Bengali and South Asian culture,
philosophy and religion, ensuring your community’s long
and valued influence on today’s and future generations.

It is an honour to contribute to the Bengali Association’s 2019 issue of Agomoni. Your members
have contributed an impressive array of artistic and literary works, showcasing an immense
amount of skill and talent.

Congratulations to the members of Bichitra, the Bengali Association of Manitoba, for your efforts
in planning this year’s special Durga Puja celebrations. You are a shining example of how hard
work and enthusiasm for your culture can build a stronger, healthier, more diverse province for
all of us. I wish you a wonderful celebration and a very happy anniversary.

Honourable Cathy Cox
Minister
Manitoba Sport, Culture and Heritage

Manitoba 9
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House or COMMONS
CHAMBRE DES COMMUNES
CANADA

Cery uguid

Member of Parliament
Winnipeg South

India, the world’s largest democracy, is home to incredible cultural, linguistic, religious, and geographic diversity. I
have had the pleasure of traveling to many parts of India and have experienced its great beauty and warm
hospitality. Canada and India enjoy a special relationship that is based on similar institutions and forms of
government, and importantly, shared traditions of diversity and democracy. Canada and India have shown time and
again that a country can be stronger not in spite of differences, but because of them.

Canada is home to a growing Indian diaspora, with over one million Canadians of Indian heritage. India is the
country of origin for thousands of students and professionals who live, study, and work here in Winnipeg. The Indo-
Canadian community makes significant contributions to Canadian society, and our national fabric is more
prosperous, welcoming and inclusive because of them.

One of these contributions includes the work that is done every year to make celebrations like the annual Durga
Puja a success. This momentous and sacred festival is hosted by “Bichitra — Bengali Association of Manitoba,” the
oldest and largest Bengali association in Manitoba. The programs, events, and resources organized by Bichitra
provide invaluable support to Bengali newcomers to Winnipeg and help us preserve Bengali traditions and language.
The Bengali community has a unique heritage and culture, and here in Winnipeg, we are fortunate to be able to learn
more about so many of these traditions from each other.

I thank the volunteers, community leaders and elders in our Bengali community who have shown tremendous
dedication in preserving Bengal’s vibrant heritage and building important intercultural bridges between our local
communities.

This Dusshera, let us build deeper connections with our friends, families and community, and celebrate the
multicultural spirit that has made Winnipeg a strong and inclusive city of so many faiths and cultures. On behalf of
Winnipeg South, I wish all those marking this occasion a year filled with peace, prosperity, good health and great
happiness!

Sincerely,

N

Terry Duguid
Member of Parliament
Winnipeg South

@ Constituency Office

ECOLOGO
B 2500 Pembina Highway, Suite 103, Winnipeg, MB R3T 5P3
Tel.: 204-984-6787

Ottower

Room 411, Justice Building, Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6
Tel.: 613-995-7517 Fax.: 613-943-1466

Terry.Duguid@parl.gc.ca
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SIMON - HIEBERT

FINANCIAL SERVICIES INC.

Purchasing financial products that meet your needs
now and in the future can be complex. That’s why
professional advice from a knowledgeable financial
security advisor is essential.

Our goal is to help you make informed decisions
about the products in your portfolio. From securing
comfortable retirement, saving for a home and
financing a child’s education, to protecting your
family in the event of death, a disability or critical
illness, we have access to a comprehensive portfolio
of financial security planning products and services
to help you address your financial security planning
needs.

We also have access to products specifically designed

to meet the unique needs of small and large
businesses.

Assurinp 7

Insurance Products

o Life insurance

¢ Disability Insurance

e Critical lllness Insurance

o Health & Dental Insurance

Retirement & Investment Products
o Registered Retirement savings plans
e Registered education savings plans

¢ Segregated fund policies

Business Products

e Group Life & Health Benefits

¢ Group Retirement Savings plans
e Group & Individual Pension plans
e Shareholder Funding

o Efficient Tax Planning Strategies

Jour L egacy

100 Osborne St. North
PO Box 338
Winnipeg, MB R3C 2H6
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Mayor's Message

Warmest greetings to all the members and friends of Bichitra, representing the
rich traditions and cultural heritage of the Bengali community in Winnipeg, as you
celebrate Durga Puja.

For 40 years, Winnipeggers have been delighted to join the city’s Bengali
community in celebrating its biggest religious festival "Durga Puja." This five-day
festival honouring the victory of the goddess Durga over the demon king
Mahishasura shows Bengali culture at its finest — with massive pandals, amazing
food, and the huge hearts of the Bengali people.

This literary magazine, Agomoni, which is published during the festival is filled
with beautiful literary and artistic contributions from Bichitra members. On behalf
of the City of Winnipeg it is my pleasure to offer this celebratory message as part
of Agomoni. Winnipeg is a growing city — well on our way to a million people
strong — and all of us are enriched by the many different cultures and ethnic
groups who make their home here. | am pleased to recognize and thank the
Bengali community for your work to make Winnipeg a diverse, vibrant, and
thriving city.

Thank you to all the organizers and volunteers who work tirelessly to allow us all
to enjoy the Durga Puja celebrations. Best wishes to you all as you celebrate,
eat, and dance on this most important and joyous occasion!

Warmly,

Mayor Brian Bowman
City of Winnipeg
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Emov the. experlence and savour’ lh‘e‘fr‘e;\ taste of
delicately spiced Moghul cuisine of India

A

LAY

RESTAURANT

We are now open at our new location at:

141 Donald St,
Winnipeg, MB R3C 1M1
Ph. (204) 944-1600

We cater all events!

Weddings, engagements,
birthday parties, office meetings etc.
www.ivoryrestaurant.ca

Karamjit Singh

,,,,

Koh-i-noor. . |

Specializing in ‘ff W\ RS
10K, 14K, 18K, 22K, 23K, and 24K Golﬁ '“ &
Platinum, Diamond, Pearl, Gem
Jewellery, Appraisal, Redesign & Repairs

Tel : 774-4555 Fax : 772-9142 693 Sargen
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City Councillor St. Norbert - Seine River

It is with heartfelt wishes that | bring greetings and congratulations to the Bengali Association
of Manitoba in celebrating the 40" Anniversary of Durga Puja Festival. | applaud your
commitment to enjoy and share the essence and spirit of Bengali food, music, dance and
culture with each other, our children and the entire community in this beautiful city we call
home.

The message of Durga Puja carries a blessing of hope that can be shared by all cultures across
Winnipeg. As our city strives to increase diversity and inclusiveness, we all share the desire for
peace and unity amongst all peoples.

The contribution of Winnipeg’s many diverse ethnic groups and faith communities in our city is
a source of pride and makes our city stronger. Events such as Durga Puja are an example of the
diversity we celebrate.

Over the last several years, newcomers have chosen to live in Winnipeg and make it their new
home. Along with skills and talents, newcomers have made significant contributions
economically, educationally, culturally and spiritually to our growing communities.

May this festival strengthen the bonds of our communities and may the blessings of Durga Puja
be showered on all people near and far.

| know my colleagues on City Council share with me in conveying our best wishes for a happy
and joyous festival of Durga Puja.

Markus Chambers
Deputy Mayor
City Councillor - St.Norbert — Seine River Ward

Markus Chambers
Deputy Mayor City of Winnipeg
City Councillor for St. Norbert - Seine River
510 Main St. Winnipeg, MB R3B1B9 / 204-986-5920 /markuschambers@winnieg.ca
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Durga Puja




(Ramakrishna Mission)

MESSAGE

The greatest joy if any festivity, any celebration or any worship can bring to
the Hindus and especially to Bengalees, it is undoubtedly the sharodiya Durga
Puja - worship of the Divine Mother in the autumn. The Durga Puja is a
celebration of all that is good and joyful. The sky, the air, the clouds, the lotus,
kaash, shiuli and sthala padma flowers, the birds and animals - the whole
nature is in a mood of joy. In this backdrop comes the Divine Mother in our
homes and in our hearts, not alone but as a family of gods and goddesses -
Lakshmi, Saraswati, Ganesh and Kartik along with their bahanas. The
amazing thing of the Durga Puja is its inclusiveness. The whole society
becomes one - rich and poor, learned and illiterate, and even good and bad
become one in the mood of celebration. This is reflected in the deities that are
worshipped. For, even the asura, the repository of evil who is vanquished by
the Divine Mother is also worshipped along with the vanquisher. Why is this
unique worship? Because the asura also played a role in Mother's

I manifestation of the Divine glory. The whole creation is nothing but a play of

the Divine - Lokavat tu Leela kaivalyam. The good and bad both are parts of

the Leela. Success and failure, honour and dishonour, praise and blame are nothing but the parts of the play of the Divine.
One who can see this play of the Divine Mother enjoys the life and its every moment - happy as well as unhappy, praise
and equally the blame, failure and also the success - for all is nothing but mere play.

May the playful and blissful Mother Divine bless us and make us established in equanimity and grant us liberation from
ignorance of thinking of others as non-Self. May we be always aware of that Oneness of the Divine who proclaims- Dwitiyaa
kaa mamaaparaa! - Where is there anything else other than Me? Sarvam Khalu Idam Brahman - ‘Everything here is verily
Brahman’, proclaims the Veda! All pervading, unchanging formless Reality - the Brahman and this Creating, Sustaining and
Destroying Power the Shakti are one and the same. In the words of Sri Ramakrishna — Brahma Shakti abhed!

| would like to congratulate BICHITRA and their sharodiya magazine AGOMONI on the occasion of the 40th year of the

Celebration of Durga Puja in Winnipeg.

Glosams Fipamayananda

Monk of the Ramakrishna Order

Minister and Head - Vedanta Society of Toronto

President - Vedanta Society of Winnipeg

120 Emmett Avenue, Toronto ON M6M 2E6; Email: toronto@rkmm.org; Tel: 416-240-7262; Website: www.vedantatoronto.ca

-28-




fafoan - e g a% Afe

Az TSR S - 5829

BRI, >3 A et
51a W Ob-:90 u:
=fa1a, 243 SfE et
314 AT 0:90 4
afaaia, Sb-3 wifEa TIHq
pIr6) AT 0:90 fu:
st 7T ©) SoES)
G, S5 AEN N ey IR
R ) ' AT 50:90 fa:
e - lgrar et rsirard
WA, 200 S fasmn vt
fAacds 8 fassia ST 04190 e
aglin aujeurirdiepirirdard
BT P52 &5 ob-:90 f:
Rrcarsnsdiensl o3 - 2829
afzaa, 260
R L) = 4:00 N

BIA: o> (135 IFS (@15, Taerel, BB

s sewel - Hfdaig, b2 37 (fAefao #ia)

S e )




SBishitra - Che SCBengudi Asseciation of CHMSS

QBhroe Qbhree “urga ' Ryix Cimings - 2019

o @a 0 urga OBashthi
Rz bagins at 08.30 pm
Qbaz @t 05 Qbaptami
Rz bagins at 1030 am
Qbun, @a 06 CMha Ashtami
Rujix begins at © 1030 am
cStollowed by Qvg Obandhi ' Ruia
ClMon, @at 07 —~ CMaha Nabami
Rujia bogins at ~v 10.30 am
Oblation of Sfire (FComs) Bfter SBhogarati
Cug, @a 08 CBjjippa Sushami
bindur Khelz' & 06.30 pm
Shmersion
Rusthpanjicls Quily after SBhogarati
Erening Arati Quily at 08.30 pm

QBhroe Odhree Koiagori Lakeshmi ' Ryjix - 2079
Qbury @ar 13

Ry begins at 07.00 pm
Location: 999 Obt Anne'’s (Rd, O inmipey,

SBjioya Qbommelonis Naturdzy, @ct 26 (SDetails later)
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Bridgwater Medical Center
Family Practice & Walk-in

Bridgwater Medical Centre is a new state of the art medical facility. Our mission is to provide
above standard health care to our patients along with serving our growing community.

Mission Statement About our Location

We promote highly skilled and qualified health ~ Our center is strategically located in Bridgwater

care professionals to be a part of our growing Centre to attract highly qualified Health Care
community that can experience a loyal and Professional and to meet the needs of the
comfortable atmosphere. patient population.
Address Working Hours
510-350 North Town Rd.
Winnipeg, MB R3Y 0Y4 Monday — Friday 9:00 — 9:00pm
Saturday 9:00 — 7:00pm
Phone: (204) 261-8484 or (204) 261-8282 Sunday 9:00 — 5:00pm
Fax: (204) 261-4723

E-mail: info@bridgwatermedical.ca

BRIDGWATER
MEDICAL
CENTRE
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Vote of Thanks

. The 2019 Bichitra Durga Puja committee gratefully acknowledges the Hindu Society of
Manitoba for allowing us to use their St Anne’s Temple facilities for conducting this
year’s Durga Puja. We are extremely thankful to Pandit Venkat Machiraju who always
performs our Puja very sincerely and meticulously. We sincerely thank the Bichitra
Executive Committee for their relentless support and cooperation to make this year’s
Durga Puja a memorable one!

We feel privileged and blessed to have received inspiring messages and good wishes
from distinguished dignitaries from across Canada. Our sincere gratitude to all eminent
singers of West Bengal, India for sending us their congratulatory messages to mark our
40th anniversary of Durga Puja celebrations.

We would also like to thank all artists, performers and lecturers who contributed to
various cultural events. Thanks to India School of Dance, Music and Theatre Inc. and
Manohar Performing Arts of Canada Inc. for their cultural contribution in celebrating
Mahalaya.

We extend our sincere appreciation to our sponsors and donors for their generous
support to make this year’s Puja a grand success. We take this opportunity to thank all
members of Bichitra who spent countless hours to assist us in fulfilling various puja
related projects and initiatives: Invitation card, Agomoni - design and publication,
Website and social media updates, pandal - design/preparation/assembly and
decoration, puja and floral arrangements, bhog preparation, hosting, collecting
donations, cultural programs, event management including hall and stage set up and
decoration, lights and sound management, greeting guests and dignitaries, food
serving, and ground transportation.

Last but not least, thanks to all contributors to this year’s Agomoni.

Acknowledgement

Bichitra — The Bengali Association of Manitoba Inc. would like to thank the Multiculturalism
Secretariat of the Government of Manitoba for providing financial assistance to help
organize cultural events throughout the year.
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PURNA SATPATHY

WFGCONNECTS.CA/PURNASATPATHY

» HELPS YOU WITH FINANCIAL EDUCATION & SOLUTION
» AFFORDABLE SUPER VISA INSURANCE (MONTHLY PLAN AVAILABLE)
* LIFE INSURANCE, CRITICAL INSURANCE, DISABILITY INSURANCE
» REGISTERED EDUCATION SAVINGS PLAN (RESP)
« REGISTERED RETIRED SAVINGS PLAN (RRSP)

» TAX FREE SAVINGS ACCOUNT (TFSA)

(204) 509-0235

PURNALPANA@GMAIL.COM

WORLD FINANCIAL
£ GROUP CANADA INC.

vo
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Winnipeg’s Finest East Indian and Hakka Restaurants

S e Fresh, Flavorful,
R NP Authentic
in a Modern Setting

Ol
e

Let Us Spoil You!

Seasonal locations at the
Bomber and Goldeye's Stadiums

Take out items also available at
Vita Health Grocery Stores,
Foodfare and
Health Science Centre.

THREE LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU
Downtown @ Shaw Park (Baseball Stadium) ' 1 Portage Ave. East (3rd Floor) | 204-982-7426
Clay Oven Express in the Hydro Tower 247 Edmonton St. | 204-415-7797
Kenaston Common | 240 - 1600 Kenaston Blvd | 204-888-2529




Message from the Joint Co-Chairs

Greetingy and. best wishes to- ol on Huy speciol 40Hr year of Dwurga pujo
celebrotion

As we partoke v Hhis year's festivities, let ws take o moment to- remember our
membery who are no- longer wiuthv ws  Let wsy regjouce v recognuizing the
diligence, foresight and guidonce of owr past and present senior members:

Owr present active young members hane greatly contributed, un recent years, tfo-
help owr assotiotion leap forward Huwough Hie infusion of appropriote wse of
technology, abundance of enthvsiasm and hord work.

Althoughhv the pwrpose of the pwjo celebration has religlows connotation, the
sothal aspect of Hhe function s overarching. Ay we intferact and socialize over
the course of this celebration, we howve an opportunity to- spread the word to-
meet owr sotial responsibility and support efforts to- maintain o swstainaple
erwironment. We need to- foke this challenge at all levely and hope owr
youngsters see this as their way of Ufe. We take pride in owr commitment to-
giving back fo-our communities by way of running fundraising campaigns and

Wishing yow all Hhe very best on Hiis anspicions otcasion

Gowri Sankar Roy Asihok Sorkaor
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MORTGAGE & FINANCIAL

< Over 16 years of experience in the financial service
industry.

< Working with all the major banks and credit unions

< 2013 Silver Club Award for outstanding sales and
service.

<+ 2014 Bronze Club Award for outstanding sales and
service.

< 2015 Silver Club Award for outstanding sales and

Himanshu Patel service.

Mortgage Professional < 2015 Rising Star Award.
Life insurance advisor

Commissioner for Oaths
Income Tax advisor

(Z

Protect your family when you're not there to protect them
® o _ & Life, disability, and critical
Desjardins

Insurance + Visitor visa and parent’s super visa
Insurance.

+ RRSP, GIC, and other investments.

% A dedicated family and business income tax advisor.
%* A commissioner for oaths for the province of Manitoba, |

affirmations.

( RRSP > < RESP > (Insurances}

C Mortgages> Gell: 204-995-5456> (Tax Returns>

Insurance.
Preparing income tax returns for family and business
am empowered to take and receive oaths, affidavits and




Message from the President

On behalf of Bichitra — The Bengali Association of
Monitobo Inc., | extend my warm greetings to- ol the
members, fomilies and guests on the awspiciowns
otcasion of Durge Puja. In Husy biggest festival of
Bengali cudture, we celebrote the victory against all
the evil power. This special occasion bringy

This year marks the 40t milestone for Duwrge Puwjor v
Bichitra’s hWistory! Hoard to- believe that the organization came across so- many
yeary of eventful journey and embedded into- a larger community from o few
Wke~minded membery wiro started e furst Pujar in 1980! The journey was
long, the roads were not always smootiv. However, none cowld change Hhe basic
vadues! Ay o resudt; Buchitra shl celebrates the Pujo v right time/ seiedunde as
per the Bengali Almanac wiich s very rare un fodaey’s busy Uife un Nortiv
Americo.

To- make Ut o suecessful and meaningful 40Hr Durge Puja, we are blessed to-
hove guidance and support of Proabael Ghosih (Chhair), Gonrsankor Roy (Jount
co-chair) and Ashok Sarkor (Jount co-chair); o unique blend of present and
yester-generoation of Bichitra fomily. | am confident that witiv yowr active
porticipotion and kind help; we can make o lifetime memory n thiy year's
Dwrga Pujo.

As we celebrate the most energetic festvel, | proy that the divine blessings of
Goddesy Durga enrich and empower yow withe positivity and happiness.

| sincerely thank all owr sponsors and volunteery for their tireless effort and
cooperation to- make this yeor's Durgo Puja enjoyable and successfule Wishe yow
ol o very happy Durgo Pujo.

Pyuwshh Moajumdar
President, Bichitra — The Bengali Assotiation of Manitoba lne.
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.... !‘M;Spice

Serving Since 1986 HO use

A House Of African, Caribbean,

South Asian Grocery, Spices, Herbs And More...

3-1875 Pembina Hwy, Winnipeg MB

Tel: 204-261-3636

info@myspicehouse.ca
www.myspicehouse.ca

Yog Rahi Gupta
1020 Selkirk Ave.
Winnipeg MB R2X 0C3
Ph: 204-632-9292
Cell: 204-481-7375

radioawaz.ca

(24hrs. Online Radio Station)

: best in all affiliated, from movers, to handyman,
- professional home inspectors, mortgage professionals,
aftorneys and more. You're always in the right hands.

>

Reza Quadir

Realtor
d Services: you can count me when you need Mobile (204) 960-9222

rezal 00@outlook.com

ROYAL LEPAGE
B o

Riverbend Realty




Message from the Executive Committee

What o momentouns occosiont

This year marks 40 yeary of Bichitrals Durgo Pujo in Winnipeg and the 40H
ediflon of Agomonis

Blichitraly first Puja, in 1980, wasy held in the temple on EWice Avenue. We
were oo muchh smaller orgomizotion back then, withv every member working
tirelessly to- host a S-day Pujo and cooking all of the mealy since cotering
options werenwt readily available

The tradition of hosting o S-day Pwjo continuesy to- this day, and F s
wonderful to- see how owr membery continune to- volunteer. Without all of yow,
Bichitra — The Bengali Associotion of Manitoba wowld not be the Hwriving
orgonization b b todaey. For those of us wio- hawve been around since Hhose eorly
days, Durga Puja in Winnipeg s always o week fllled withv joy, merriment and
the feeling of a close family gathering. Owr organization has evolved over time.
Owr fomily hay become muciv larger but that same feeling remains

Duwrga Puja s celebroted oround the worlde Ity not just abowt religlon or
cwstoms: Yey, U b o festval of the triwmpin of Good over Evike Ity also- about
camaraderie, joy, merriment, eating scrumptious food and. Loads of "misti!
This year's Puja Committee Chairy: Prabal Ghosh, Gauwrisankor Roy, Ashok
Sorkor, and ouwr wmany volunteers hove wndoubtedly organized oanother
fantostic event: Whether yow come to- worship Ma Durga, or come for the misti,
we bwife yow to- celebrate witiv uy — whatever be yowr faitiv or beliefs.

We welcome yow i celebroting thuis 40Hv year of Durga Puja tin Winnipeg.

The Bichitra Execntive Committee
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Bichitra Executive Committee (2018-2020)

Warm greetings to all our members. By profession Pijush is a registered pharmacist
and by heart he is a pure Bengali who loves to be involved in community activities
& help others irrespective of race, religion & ethnicity! His favorite hobby is to
travel different parts of this planet while exploring different cultures and people
from different ethnicity. Other than the Bengali food, he is crazy about Cantonese
style chinese food. Unlike lot of other winnipegers, Pijush is a big fan of Winnipeg
winter. Favourite time pass - watching Netflix thriller series & spending time with
o family/friends.
Pijush Majumdar
President

Karabi Roy Chowdhury is currently serving as the Vice President of Bichitra for
2018-20. Most people know her as Rimi. She had previously served as General
Secretary and Food Secretary of Bichitra for a total of six years. She is an
enthusiastic, highly creative and energetic individual and actively likes to
participate in volunteering. Her hobbies are cooking, travelling, and gardening.
Durga Puja is a time of celebration. This year is a landmark for Bichitra as it

celebrates the 40t". Durga Puja. This milestone has been possible to reach with the

continuous support from all members. She wishes everyone a happy Durga Puja!

Karabi Roy Chowdhury

Vice President

Asit is currently working as a Senior Environmental Engineer with the Province. His
hobbies include volunteering at various community and professional organizations
at various capacities. He loves to cook food, dance, and make friends. He is a
person with positive attitude and believes sky can be reached with hard work and
passion. He loves cultural activities and believes in proliferating Bengali culture in

Canada. Happy Durga Puja.

Asit Dey
Ex-President

Arindam is an active volunteer in the community at various capacities. He was an
exec. member at Vedanta Society of Winnipeg, is an active volunteer at Agape
Table, technology evangelist at WSD, fundraiser at JDRF and contemplative
speaker. He is a technology enthusiast, a freelancer in creative writing, an avid
reader of science fictions and a die-hard fan of San Antonio Spurs. Apart from his
volunteering activities, he is a management consultant by profession - a day job

that helps him pay his bills and keeps his family happy.

Arindam Sarkar
General Secretary

Suchita considers being part of the executive committee a privilege that comes with
responsibilities to serve the community with sincerity and to the best of her
abilities. As a treasurer she aims to keep the financial transactions transparent
and evenhanded. Besides teaching in the Environmental Design Program at the
UofM, she loves outdoor activities, dancing, experimenting with cooking and
cuddling with her children. She views the relationships formed within the

community as an extension of her family in Winnipeg.

Suchita Ghosh
Treasurer
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Surjya Banik is a Mechanical engineer and currently working as a Power Engineer
with the Ministry of Finance, Govt. of Manitoba. He is married to Dr. Mitali Banik and
blessed with two daughters. He enjoys listening to devotional and classical music
and likes nature, people, and leans towards spiritually focused activities. He is a
compassionate, straightforward, and honest person. He prays to Ma Durga to
make this world a secure and enjoyable place for everyone to live with joy and

harmony. Wish you all enjoy a Joyful and prosperous Durga Puja.

Surjya Banik
Cultural Secretary

It has been an honour being a part of Bengali Association Bichitra, Manitoba. Durga
puja is a festive occasion, when all over the world celebrate Devi Durga for her
blessings, so that we may have the strength to vanquish evil and restore peace
and prosperity to this earth. May Durga Maa bring joy to you and your loved
ones! Happy Durga Puja!

Swadesh Das
Food Secretary

This year has been a wonderful experience. Srijeet is thankful to the executive
committee for setting a positive example. The feeling of festivity has spread all
over the world and here in Winnipeg too, the vive is being felt. Agomoni is very
much a part of this “Festival of Joy”. And we pay our tributes to Mother Goddess
through Agomoni and we pray to bring happiness and peace for all.

Srijeet Saha
Publication Secretary

Anita became a member of Bichitra from 2005. She loves all community programs
organized by Bichitra and mainly the Durga Puja. In 2018 she joined the executive
committee as a member-at- large as she likes to work for people and willing to
bring new ideas for best interests of the Bengali Bichitra Association. As a
profession she is a nurse and is working for Province of Manitoba.

Anita Pandey
Member-At-Large

I remember as a young boy growing up in North Western Ontario, Durga Puja in
Winnipeg was always an awesome vacation. It was a week filled with joy,
merriment, and had the feeling of a close family gathering. After moving to
Winnipeg, Durga Puja continued to be an event to look forward to. Even as our
community has evolved over the years, Durga Puja remains the biggest event
Bichitra hosts.

Neil Ghosh
Member-At-Large
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Terry Duqguid
Member of Parliament
Winnipeg South

Libéral

Wishing you an auspicious
Dusshera and Durga Puja!

120-2855 Pembina Hwy
204.219.0898 terry@terryduguid.ca




Revisiting History through a Visit to Murshidabad-Hazarduari

- Ashish Banerji

This year, we had the pleasure of vacationing in the Murshidabad district of Bengal, and
coming into contact with our medieval history. This was both a golden and a black period, not
only for Bengal, but for entire India.

It was thrilling to be lodged at the Cassimbazar Rajbari, which has been given a modern
makeover and is the best maintained of the four palaces in the area. The other three are in
various stages of ruin and serve more as tourist attractions. We received guided tours of
several interesting places including Muslim, European and Hindu sites, which provided
illuminating insights into Bengal’s past. A sonne-et-lumiere display at the modern Motijheel
Park, portrayed the events leading up to the last battle of Plassey (Palashi).

Rather than dwelling on details of the sites we visited and the amazing culinary experiences we
had (including gigantic, mouth-watering ‘patali-gur’ rosogollas), I will focus on the history of
the area and the period when Murshidabad gained importance.

Cossimbazar Chhoto Rajbari, its Thakur-Daalaan, and the Sumptuous Lunch they provided

In the seventeenth century, a young Hindu brahmin boy was kidnapped and sold to a merchant
from Isfahan. He had a Persian education and in time joined the services of the Mughals. In
those days, the revenues from Bengal sustained the Mughal Empire to a large extent. By
showing a lot of honesty, integrity and an ability to collect taxes, he came to the attention of
Emperor Aurangzeb, who sent him as Dewan to Patna. Murshid Quli Khan, as he was known,
eventually had a falling out with the local subedar (governor), Azim-ush-Shan, who was
amassing a fortune by illegal means, and sought a transfer of the dewani to Bengal. He
received permission from Aurangzeb to move to a town called Maksudabad in 1700 and
gradually rose to become the defacto Subedar of Bengal, Bihar & Orissa, the title he formally
received in 1717. His new capital came to be known as Murshidabad.

The reign of Murshid Quli Khan (1710-27) was a turning point in Bengal’s history. He tried to
conserve Bengal’s revenues and prevent its diversion to other provinces. He replaced the old
up-country Muslim nobles who had no vested interests in their estates, with a new set of
zamindars selected from the local farmers, mostly Hindus, who ensured better revenue growth
and payments, although Quli Khan did inflict heavy punishment on the defaulters. The
economy grew with maritime trade and business with interior provinces thriving. An efficient
civil administration was set up with many Bengali Hindus being appointed to high offices.
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A period of peace and stability ensued and a Hindu aristocracy consisting of zamindars,
merchants and government officials came into existence. Quli Khan’s tomb can be seen at
Katra Masjid where he was buried, as per his last wishes, under a footbridge with a grate
flooring so that dust from people’s feet fall on his grave, as a mark of repentance for the
wrongs he had committed in his life.

Upon Quli Khan’s death, his son-in-law, Shuja-ud-Din (1727-37) became the Nawab. He was
more humane and released a lot of prisoners taken during Quli Khan’s reign. He was fond of
wine and women and gradually withdrew from his official duties, handing over some of these
to his trusted advisor, Alivardi Khan. However, trade and commerce continued to flourish.
Shuja-ud-Din built many beautiful palaces and monuments such as the Shahi Manzil, Shahi
Darwaza, Darbar-i-Aam, Farhabagh, Roshnibagh, Tripolia Gate etc. On his death, his son
Sarfraz Khan (1737-40) succeeded to the throne of Murshidabad. A pleasure seeker, his court
became a hot bed of intrigues. Sarfraz Khan was ultimately deposed and killed by Alivardi Khan
who was, however, compassionate towards the rest of the family.

Katra Masjid where Murshid Quli Khan is entombed Tomb of his daughter, Azimunnesa Begum Motijheel Park

Alivardi Khan (1740-56) was the son of a Persian chief in the employ of Aurangzeb’s son Azam
Khan. He tried to be an efficient ruler, but during his reign, he had to fight off several
disgruntled Mughal chieftains, and Maratha marauders from the Deccan. When Rustam Jung,
the deputy governor of Orissa, challenged Alivardi and lost, Rustam Jung then approached
Bhonsale, the Maratha ruler of Nagpur, to assist him in reconquering Orissa. Although Rustam
was again defeated, the Marathas discovered that the rich Bengal countryside made easy
pickings through lightning raids, and came to be known as ‘borgis’ who plundered western
Bengal annually. They even came up to Murshidabad and looted the mansion of Jagat Seth, a
rich, local merchant.

Alivardi Khan put up many courageous and valiant fights as well as paid huge ransoms for ten
years until he managed to capture and kill the commander of the borgis, Bhaskar Pandit, and
eighteen of his chiefs. He continued fighting off the Marathas, even in his old age, until a peace
treaty was signed in 1751. Despite all these political issues, Bengal’s economy remained
prosperous, largely due to the volume of maritime trade carried out by the European
merchants. Alivardi died at the age of 82 and his tomb can be seen at Khosbagh.

With the death of Aurangzeb in 1707, the Mughal Empire went into decline. In the previous
century, traders from many European nations, such as the Portuguese, Dutch, French, Danes
and the English, had received permission for establish trading posts in India, including in
Bengal, so as to become free of the trade routes established by the Arabs and Turks. Around
1698, the English took the zamindari of the three villages of Shutanati, Kolikata and
Gobindopur, which would eventually become Calcutta.
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As Mughal authority declined, the European merchants began arming themselves, determined
to protect their commercial interests. Alivardi Khan managed to keep the merchants from
becoming too powerful and stopped any fortifications, such as those in southern India.

Alivardi Khan had no sons or living sons-in-law when he died. His grandson from his third
daughter Amina Begam, Nawab Siraj-ud-daula (1756-57), ascended the throne. Although he
was his grandfather’s favourite, Siraj lived a life of pomp and luxury as a prince. He had
coerced Alivardi into giving him large funds, including the money to buy a beautiful dancer
named Faiji from the harem of the Mughal emperor. But Faiji had an affair with Siraj's
brother-in-law and as punishment was entombed alive. Siraj built beautiful palaces such as
Hirajheel, which astonished people like Lord Clive of the East India Company.

Not having much experience in politics or administration, Siraj placed excessive trust in his
courtiers. On becoming Nawab, he faced hostility from three directions - his aunt, Ghasiti
Begum who disputed his right to succeed Alivardi Khan, who, with the help of her appointed
Dewan of Dacca, Husain Quli Khan, created political mischief and intrigues; his cousin by his
second aunt, Shaukat Jang, who allied with Ghasiti Begum and worked to destabilize Siraj's
nawabi; and the British in Calcutta who were beginning to assert themselves. Initially Siraj
showed courage in facing his opponents. He had Husain Quli Khan publicly killed, then detained
Raja Raj Ballabh, whom Ghasiti had appointed as Husain Quli Khan’s replacement. The Raja’s
son, Krishna Das, fled to Calcutta and sought refuge under the British. The British had also
defiantly restarted fortifications in Calcutta, as well as begun private inland trading without the
Nawab’s permission.

In May 1756, an angry Siraj sacked the English factory at Cossimbazar, and proceeded to
attack Calcutta. This resulted in one of the worst military defeats for the British in their colonial
history. The so-called ‘black hole’ tragedy in Kolkata occurred at this time when several English
prisoners suffocated to death in a small room, but the exaggerated accounts of the English
have since been challenged. In October 1756, Siraj defeated Shaukat Jang at Manihari in Bihar.
His victories over all three of his main adversaries made Siraj overconfident and arrogant. His
despotic behaviour resulted in alienating many of his trusted advisors and commanders - it is
said that he slapped Jagat Seth in open court, which led to many of the disgruntled nobility
conspiring to replace him.

Pataleshwar Temple Jafran Mosque

Meanwhile, the English Council of Madras sent an expedition under the joint command of
Robert Clive and Admiral Watson to Calcutta in Dec 1756. When Clive formally declared war,
Siraj was uncertain whether to fight or negotiate. He chose the latter, but during these
negotiations on 4th Feb. 1757, the English surreptitiously left camp at night and decided to
carry out a surprise night attack, which was a breach of faith.
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However, Clive’s mission failed due to heavy fog, but Siraj panicked at Clive’s audacity and
instead of counter-attacking, he resorted to negotiate. On 9th Feb. 1757, the unnerved Nawab
agreed to nearly all of Clive’s terms.

Siraj squandered a chance to use the assistance of the French to fend off the British, by
vacillating on which side to choose. Also, at this time, the conspiracy against Siraj among his
nobility had reached its peak and this included Mir Jafar, his commander-in-chief; Jagat Seth;
Omichand, a Punjabi merchant from Calcutta; and Yar Latif, another military commander.
However, Siraj hesitated from taking any firm action against the conspirators who were thus
encouraged to approach the British, and on 11th June entered into a treaty with them about
sharing power after usurping the throne of Siraj.

On 13th June, Clive began his march towards Murshidabad, and this culminated in the Battle
of Plassey on 23rd June 1757. With Mir Jafar holding back three-quarters of the troops, only
the men under the commands of Mir Madan and Mohan Lal fought valiantly. An unfortunate
monsoon shower drenched Siraj’'s ammunitions while sparing the English. Also, unluckily, a
burst from an English shell killed Mir Madan. The unnerved Siraj started giving contradictory
orders to the few troops that were fighting and demoralized them, and finally, after consulting
Mir Jafar, asked Mohan Lal to stop fighting and regroup, much against the objections of the
latter. On being asked to withdraw, the soldiers thought that the day was lost and ran from the
battlefield. The fleeing Siraj was apprehended in Raj Mahal on 29th June and murdered the
same night under the orders of Mir Jafar’s son, Miran. Siraj’'s mother Amina, and aunt Ghasita
Begum, were cruelly drowned in the Buriganga river. Siraj’s palaces were looted and hundreds
of British boats carried away the loot. The palaces were left in ruins; only Siraj’s tomb at
Khosbagh survives.

3

Jagat Seth’s Mansion Jain Temple Bathing Ghats on the ground
of Kathgola Gardens

Clive installed Mir Jafar (1757-60) on the throne of Murshidabad as Subedar of Bengal, Bihar
and Orissa. His durbar became an English puppet show with the real authority residing with the
English. The Murshidabad treasury became impoverished after all the looting, and Clive
continued to extract heavy payments and gifts. Mir Jafar, heavily addicted to drugs and women,
became weak and indecisive. He started suspecting many of the Hindu zamindars and nobility,
who had to seek Clive’s protection from Mir Jafar. In Oct 1760, Mir Jafar was forced to abdicate
in favour of his wealthy son-in-law, Mir Qasim, who negotiated this arrangement with the
English.

Mir Qasim’s rule (1760-64) was stormy. The English continued to make huge monetary
demands. He wanted to reduce English power and influence, so he started modernizing his
army, military techniques and arms. He moved his capital to Monghyr in Bihar to get away
from British eyes. Then he tried to end the illegal private trading of the East India Company
and its officers that was skirting payment of revenues.

-47 -




However, Mir Qasim’s suspicions created discord among many of his nobles. After many failed
negotiations and some skirmishes, he joined forces with Shuja-ud-Daulah, the Nawab of Oudh,
but they lost the battle of Buxar in 1764. Mir Jafar was recalled to the throne of Murshidabad
but died soon thereafter in 1765.

From then on, Mir Jafar’s descendants remained nawabs, but only in name. Authority now
resided with the English. Starting with Nazam-ud-daulah, then Syef-ud-daulah, Waresh Ali
Mirza and a string of others became puppet nawabs for the English. Warren Hastings, India’s
first Governor General, moved Bengal’s capital from Murshidabad to Calcutta in 1772. One of
Murshidabad’s biggest attractions is the Hazarduary Palace, so hamed because of its thousand
doors and windows (many of them faux). It was designed by the British architect Duncan
MacLeod and completed in 1837 under Nawab Nazim Humayun Jah. It also housed a
magnificent courtroom until the British built the High Court in Calcutta. Currently, a museum
of the period, a famous library, and an armoury are housed in this building.

B

Hazarduary Palace Courtroom Imambara and Madina

Murshidabad has many monuments that require several days to see if one were to visit them
all. There is the Imambara that Siraj originally built in wood and was reconstructed after a fire,
the Madina where holy soil from Mecca and Madina are kept, various palaces, mosques,
temples, mansions, and parks. Among the places we saw were the Nashipur Rajbati built by
one of the descendants of the notorious dacoit Devisingh; the house of Jagat Seth with its
underground passage to the river and other properties; Kathgola Garden built by the Dagar
brothers with a magnificent Jain temple; the English cemetery with graves of Warren
Hastings’s first wife and daughter; the Astabol (Stables) for Nawab Nazim Furreedoon Jah’s
horses, elephants, mules, camels, horse-drawn carriages and motor cars; and the Dutch
cemetery. We also saw Mir Jafar's tomb in a cemetery, albeit in bad repair, run by his
descendants and where they are still being buried today.

It is sad to see the demise of Murshidabad. In its heydays, Bengal was peaceful and prosperous.
Muslims and Hindus lived in harmony and shared power, good administration and prosperity.
The British would end this through treachery and their divide-and-rule policies, aided to some
extent by internal squabbles within the Bengali aristocracy. The British would go on to drain
the nation’s wealth, destroy the industry of the area, and sow the seeds of religious discord.
Bengali entrepreneurship would be snuffed out and the bountiful granaries of Bengal would
give way to disastrous famines. The nation would be eventually cleaved in two through
violence and bloodbaths. Bengals’s might would be subdued and diminished from which it is
still struggling to recover. We can only hope and pray that Bengal can one day rise again to its
former glory and prosperity.
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Visit to Swami Vivekananda Cottage

- Dr. Ashish Kumer Sarker

Vivekananda, a great man, a great monk who said, "You cannot believe in God until you
believe in yourself". His facilitation to arouse consciousness is very instrumental for the peace
and stability to the society where many of us are confused, divided and dispersed to the
different theories, and myths about the ideologies and interpretation of the religious and
spiritual philosophy. He simplified the complexity of the religious and spiritual doctrine through
his thoughts, principle, preaching, realization, and meditation which inspired millions of people
around the globe. More than hundred years ago, Swami Vivekananda visited Thousand Island
Park in USA which is about 60 km away from Kingston, Ontario, Canada. In June 18, 1895,
Vivekananda came to the Thousand Island Park at the invitation of Miss Mary Elizabeth
Dutcher, an artist and the cottage owner who was inspired by his strength by attending his
spiritual classes in New York City.

I was excited to visit this place after hearing about the cottage from a fellow Kingstonian when
I was in Kingston during my PhD study at Queen’s University. On July 18, 2015, finally I got
this opportunity to visit this place. In the early sunny Saturday morning of that day, four
members of our family started journey to visit Vivekananda Cottage at Thousand Island Park
from Kingston, Ontario. We crossed the Thousand Island Canada-US border and reached to
the Island Park within 40 min by driving from Kingston. Naturally beautifully decorated
Thousand Island mesmerized us on the way to the park. Finally, when we reached to the
cottage, we saw a three storied yellowish color house where one of the greatest men on the
earth spent seven weeks more than a century ago. That house and its surroundings were so
calm and quiet which will give you unimaginable tranquility and peace in your mind
momentarily. When we entered the house, we saw the place in the second floor where Swami
Vivekananda used to meditate and teach. Some of the devotees were doing meditation in that
room. We looked around the house and continued to move forward our journey towards the
Vivekananda Rock situated on the top of the hill which is half a mile way from the cottage. Red
colour sign on the big trees by the side of the narrow path in the forest gave us direction to the
way of our destination. During our twelve minutes walking, we did not see any exotic animals
except couple of beautiful deer strangely looking at us. Finally, we reached to the place where
Swami Vivekananda sat in deep meditation along with his two disciples on the final day of his
historic visit at Thousand Island Park. It is said that Vivekanda remained oblivious to torrential
rain and severe thunderstorm during his meditation at this place. Later in the same day August
7, 1895, he boarded a steamer and left the Island. It is an amazing place to understand and
realization of the greatness of Vivekananda. The stone of this holy place will unequivocally
purify you and pacify your mind emotionally, psychologically and spiritually.
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Vivekananda Cottage at Thousand Island Park, Vivekananda Rock at Thousand Island Park, Forest on the way to the
NY, USA NY, USA Vivekananda Rock
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DOC! I wish I could stride as you do

- Kamal Malaker

I never thought, it will happen to me. I thought no sickness will or can inflict me. If we are born,
only single absolute truth we have in our life is we will die. I opted to think that will not happen
to me.

Why? Because I am a doctor. Because I have many more important duties to perform; that is
saving other people’s lives in this world, rather than me getting into dying act. That is
unacceptable, that is not tolerable, that will not happen. That was my conviction.

But unthinkable also happens even if one is a physician. Two to three years before the
incidence I am just about to describe, I started to get pain in my right hip. I have been a fast
walker and competing sprinter in my school and college days. As a senior specialist I had to
walk the long hospital corridors from one ward to another for our daily ward round, or
consulting with the radiologist or reviewing with the pathologist; for that matter anyone else,
I wish to confer with. My junior physicians use to lag behind. Sometimes they had to run to
catch up with me. One day one of the registrars asked me while we were strolling in the
corridor “Prof Why do you walk so fast? We are still in the hospital, not going anywhere.”

I thought that was little bit unwise to ask me. Just to make him feel at ease, I said you know
why? I want to keep all of you healthy. The young man was little bit embarrassed. He fumbled
to look for a response then said, “Thank you sir!”

That was more than 2 years prior to having the beginning of my right hip pain. I started doing
exercise, adopted regular walking routine. The pain started to increase slowly.

I needed to take pain Kkillers periodically, then regularly every 8 hours, then increased the
dosage. I was convinced, it would go away in due course. With the help of increasing dosage
of painkillers, massaging with various local pain killing emollients, regular exercise, I got on
with life normally, but with some challenges.

“Doctors heal thyself” was a poor dictum for me at that stage. I saw my doctor, he ordered
X-rays of my both hips. The report was not unexpected, but unwanted and frustrating. X-rays
showed 2/3rd of my right hip had been damaged from osteo-arthritis.

Why Osteo-arthritis? Is it because of too much of fast walking? Books and Pundits tell me,
walking is always good for your joints. So, what is it then? I asked my doctor. He looked at me,
smiled, and said, “years of grinding does it. Remember the years we have gone through,” he
said. He knew very well, if he brought the issue of ageing, will be offensive to me. He did it in
a very gentle way. I need not ask him anything else.

I continued with my pain killers, massaging, and gentle walking. But the pain continued to get
worse. It was affecting my walking. I had to use walking cane for support. That was
embarrassing, to walk in the university campus with a cane. Interestingly few of my other
colleagues were also using walking cane regularly. I had seen them. Felt sorry, but do not think
they were embarrassed. Then I thought, why should I be embarrassed?

Some change in the behavior of students concerned me more than what was going to happen
to my health. I suddenly noticed, students, if met, in the campus, would stop, ask, chat or just
say good morning, and slowly walk away. However, I noticed, they only greet me and walk
away. That was more painful than my hip pain itself.
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Gradually my pain gotten worse, walking cane was not supportive enough. I graduated to be
walking with a crutch, as advised by my orthopedic surgeon. By this time, I had another X-ray
of my hip. Almost one year after the previous one. This was reported almost complete
obliteration of the right hip joint cavity. No wonder the pain is so severe. He gave me Steroid
injection into my joint and said, I have been wait listed for right hip replacement. A justifiable
plan for him. But the pain was getting from bad to worse. It was difficult to manage with
frequent use of stronger pain killers and other supporting medications. I was never free of pain,
except for about half an hour after the painkillers are taken. Frequently went to my masseurs
and physiotherapist. These were more for moral and psychological support than actual
physical relief.

Constant deep dull and tightening pain of the right hip, shooting down the right leg at times. I
started to feel giddy and nauseated. My zeal for work that is, teaching and helping my patients
was getting more intense and demanding against all the physical challenges and mental
agonies.

I tried to walk straight with natural pace, in the campus, in the hospital corridors, while doing
ward rounds or working with my patients and interacting with the students. The challenge of
pretending being normal, was more challenging, mentally than the physical stress which
continued to get worse.

I had no choice but try harder and keep a straight face.

Dwayne was assigned as my driver to drive me from the university campus to the hospital,
which is about 35 miles away, took an hour and half to cover, due to the terrain and narrow
potholed roads. He has had done this for last five years, efficiently with greatest care and
respect. With time he noticed my gradual deterioration, in walking, getting on and off the car,
response to “pothole jolts”, repeatedly popping in pain killers even to get in and get off the car.
He tries to help me in and out. Holds my bags, my crutches or anything else I need in the clinic.
He waits around all day until I am ready to return to the campus. Pops in from time to time to
check, if I needed anything. Chatted with the patients in the waiting corridor, to keep them
engaged and happy.

One day I was expecting couple of very special patients. I told Wayne. Today I will walk alone.
I will go first into the clinic and you will follow me couple of minutes later. He did not
understand the reason. But let me do it as was instructed.

I walked tall on the corridor leading to my clinic. I walked or tried to walk like a leading military
general. For very odd reason, Adolf Hitler's marching while inspecting his regiments, came to
my mind, again and again, Netaji’'s leading marches in Burma, inspired me to walk tall. I kept
praying, please let me do it! Please let me do it! I walked tall, forceful and inspiring, while
greeting all my patients, those who were waiting in the corridor, including my two very special
patients.

I entered the clinic office, physically totally shattered but mentally elated because no patients
did see me today in crutches or helped by Wayne into my office, with agonized face from heart
wrenching pain.

Now I had my boost of pain killers and other muscle relaxants. Started to see the patients, one
after the other. Did whatever I need to do.

My first special patient entered with her relatives on a wheelchair. This 52-year-old lady had
radiotherapy for a cancerous tumor in her spine. Unfortunately, the treatment left her
paralyzed. The cancer could have done the same. Treatment saved her but put her in a
wheelchair for rest of her life. I examined her. She remained paralyzed but had no cancer. We
talked lots about the life on a wheelchair.
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Many great and not so great people spent their entire lives in wheelchair yet had very
satisfying and productive life. I stood straight and tall during the entire period of examination
and conversation in front of her. In the end she was energized and felt optimistic for her iliness
and life in general. She had no idea; how did I manage to walk and stand tall for her and why
I did it.

My 2nd patient entered also in a wheelchair. This is a 29-year-old college student, had been
paralyzed following surgical operation of a tumor in the spine. That was a year ago. He
continues his university education. There is a possibility of recurrence. But I did not see any
evidence so far, except signs of spinal cord damage following surgical operation. He asked me
directly about the possibility of recovery from his paralytic state. My answer was, you never
know, keep your physiotherapy and miracle might happen. A short pause from both of us.
Patient said, Hmm! Miracle indeed. He said again with a deep breath, not a sigh “Doc, I wish I
could stride as you...forever”

“You may be able to do” said I. Next time and time after we will walk together. He smiled and
said, yes indeed. He departed wheeling and steering out of the office himself.

Time to return to the campus. Wayne was waiting outside. I asked him, if any patients waiting
still. There were few. I popped in couple of painkillers, stretched my leg, sister did give me
short message. I was ready to go without any help. Strode tall along the corridor to the car.
Nobody has to know the doc is sick just as much as some of them were.

In the car Wayne with humility said Prof, I have been watching you getting worse and suffering
more and more. Your daily life has increasingly become full of struggle. But none of your
patients will ever know, how you kept them, happy and cheerful. I am the only witness.

“Thank you, Wayne, for all your help”, I said. We drove off to return to the campus.
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1. Fresh Seeing: Two Addresses by Emily Carr, Clarke, Irwin & Company Ltd,
Toronto, 1972

2. The Complete Writings of Emily Carr, Douglas & McIntyre, Vancouver, 1993

3. Opposite Contraries: The Unknown Journals of Emily Carr & Other Writings,
Douglas & McIntyre, Vancouver, 2003

4. Emily Carr: As I new Her, Carol Pearson, Touchwood Edition, Toronto, 2016
5. Emily Carr: Rebel Artist, Kate Braid, XYZ Publishing, Montreal, 2000

6. This and That: The Lost Stories if Emily Carr, Ed. by Ann-Lee Switzer, Ti-Jean Press,
Victoria, 2007

7. Sister and I: From Victoria to London, Emily Carr, Royal BC Museum, Victoria, 2011
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