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Residential, Commercial Mortgages, Loans, Lines Of Credit
Credit Counseling

* Qur services are free to you ; ‘ =
* Our rates are lower then Banks|FAzr B i o0
* We have over 70 Lenders { Counseling with any * |
* We do all the work Mortgage

* We dusclose all the fine print »

‘ 'AVailable
24/7

Call the A TEAM today, we will coordinate real estate legal. Appraisal,

Inspection & Mortgage Insurance, all thru one BROKER.
**min mortgage amount for free legal fee is $200,000, max of $350.00

+ B Huma Chau?hry e
Sabr ' (877) 322-2832 or (204) 294-1194
Ltd. Email: hurna@aplusfinancial.corn

1877-322- A TEAN | 9nd F| 395 Stafford St. Winnipeg MB

Home Of Manitoba's Professional
Hortgage and Loan Brokers
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BICHITRA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE - 2009

President : Mrs. Sumita Biswas
Vice-President : Mr. Ayan Mukerji
General Secretary : Mr. Ajay Pandey
Treasurer : Mr. Pranab Roy
Cultural Secretary : Mr. Bibhuti Mandal
Publication Secretary : Mr. Arup Chakraborty
Members-at-large : Mr. RM. Das,

Mr. Bhaskar Saha

PUJA COMMITTEE - 2009

Chairperson : Mrs. Jaya Roy
Priest : Pt. Venkata Machiraju
Puja Arrangements : Mrs. Manjushri Roy
Bhog & Prasad : Mrs. Shruti Mukerji

Mrs. Souti Das

Mrs. Soma Chakraborty
Food Committee : Mrs. Ratna Roy,

Mrs.Subha Das,

Mrs. Mimi Saha

Puja Supplies :

Mr. Pranab Roy,

Mr. Bhaskar Saha,

Mr. Ajay Pandey.

Puja Donations & Collection : Mr. Pranab Roy,

Decorations : Mr. Prabir Mitra, Mr. Ayan Mukerji, Mr. Ajay Pandey, Mr.
Chandranath Podder, Mr. Apurba Deb, Mr. Bhaskar Saha, Mr. Surya Banik,
Mr. Ranajay Das.




UR PUJ SCHEDULE - 2009

Maha Shashti (7th Ashwin 1416 ; Sept. 24 2009 Thursday)
6:00pm : Bodhan, Amantran and Adhibas.

Maha Saptami (8th Ashwin 1416 ; Sept. 25 2009 Friday)
9:00am : Kalparambha, Mahasnan_ Puja and Pushpanjali.
7:00pm : Sandhya Aarati & Cultural program.

Maha Ashtami (9th Ashwin 1416 ; Sept. 26 2009 Saturday)
9:00am : Mahasnan, Puja and Pushpanjali.

1:38pm-2:26pm : Sandhi Puja.

7:00pm : Sandhya Aarati & Cultural program.

Maha Nabami (10th Ashwin 1416 ; Sept. 27 2009 Sunday)
9:00am : Mahasnan, Puja and Pushpanjali.

1:00pm : Hom-Yagna.

7:00pm : Sandhya Aarati & Cultural program.

Vijaya Dasami (11th Ashwin 1416 ; Sept. 28 2009 Monday)
8:00am-10:00am : Visarjan Puja, Sindurdan and Dadhi Mangal

Kojagori Lakshmi Puja (16th Ashwin 1416 ; Oct. 03 2009 Saturday)
7:00pm-10pm : Puja, Pushpanjali and Bhog-prasad.

Puja Celebration Venue:
Hindu Temple
999 St. Anne's Road,
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada.
Phone # (204) 25-HINDU(44638)




From the editorial desk:

Durga, in Sanskrit means "She who is incomprehensible or difficult to
reach " Goddess Durga is a form of Sakti worshiped for her gracious as well
as ternifying aspect. Mother of the Universe, she represents the infinite
power of the universe and 1s a symbol of a female dynamism. The
manifestation of Goddess Durga is said to emerge from Her formless
essence and the two are mseparable.

Destroyer of demons, she is worshiped during an annual festival called

Durga puja, especially popular among Bengalis.

Durga Puja has a special meaning to a Bengali and there is not quite another
event in the Bengali’s life that can bring so much joy, happiness and hope.
Whether it 1s celebrated in the Eastern hemisphere or the Western
hemisphere, Durga Puja is and always will be the main attraction of the year
in a Bengali's life.

For Bengalis, getting ready for Pujo has also traditionally meant waiting
anxiously for an assortment of Pujo-Barshikis or Puja magazines. Therefore,
in the spirit of our particular affinity for literary and artistic pursuits, I have
recapitulated various literary and artistic impulses of our Bengali community
and presenting you in the form of our Sharadiya Patrika "AGOMONT".

My sincere thanks to all the members of Bichitra for their overall
contribution. Special thanks to them who contributed in this 30th edition of
Bichitra Puja Magazine "AGOMONT". We need more involvement and
contribution from all Bichitra association members in forthcoming edition of
our Puja Magazine "AGOMONT".

I would also like to thank senior members of Bichitra for their valuable
guidance & support.

I welcome you all and invite you to take part in our Puja celebration.
Wishing you all a very happy Durga Puja.

Sincerely
Arup Chakraborty
Editor and Publication Secretary — BICHITRA
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Message from President - BICHITRA:

On the occasion of 30th Durga Puja celebration by BICHITRA - The
Bengahi Association of Manitoba, I extend all my heartiest welcome to
you, your family and friends to this year’s Sharadiyo Durga Puja.

Sharodia Durgapuja is an occasion for all to join in the festivities of
sharing joy, soaking in our rich tradition and culture. Join us and
participate in the celebration.

Every year we wait for this occasion that we can pray to our Mother-
Durga for her blessings on us so that every member of our family &

friend can lead a good life and keep our self healthy and rejoice in the
autumn sunshine.

I'wish all the members of BICHITRA a very happy Durga Puja.
May the Mother Goddess bless us all.

Sincerely

Mrs. Sumita Biswas

President - BICHITRA

The Bengali Association of Manitoba Inc.
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Grocery Mmorr

Ph: (204) 275-6060

Frults Vegetables Lentils Spices and More...

Latest Hindi Movies on DVD's available 0 }
Hours of Operation
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The Ship
This story is about a Ship and two sailors named Captain Deas and Captain Croose.
Captain Deas was a very good sailor and he liked to sail ship. Captain Deas was
sailing his ship on a bright beautiful day. The ship was very big and strong. But
suddenly the weather got changed. The sky grew dark and a farious storm started
in the sea. The situation became very dangerous. The giant sea waves were
approaching towards the ship like demons or monster. It was becoming very
difficult for Captain Deas to control the ship and sail through the storm. But due to
his good sailing skill and experience he managed to sail through the storm and took
the ship in a safe land.

Another sailor Captain Croose's eye was on the Ship. He wanted to buy the Ship.
When he failed to buy the Ship, he became very angry. One fine day when Captain
Deas was sailing the Ship, Captain Croose took a submarine and attacked the Ship.
A farious fight went on for quite long time. But Captain Deas fought bravely and
brought the Ship to a safe land. Once again Captain Deas saved the Ship &
evervbody's life.

The Ship started to sail again. Captain Deas was not very careful and so he entered
into Pirates area. When the Pirates saw the big Ship, they attacked the Ship and a
terrible fight started. But this time again Captain Deas saved the Ship from Pirates
and brought the Ship and the people to a safe land.

By Adhiraj Mukherjee
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LESSONS FROM OUR BODY PARTS

. The natural movement of our leg is always forward - Which teaches us to

always look forward, grow nobler & improving oneself.

. Our fist opens & closes - The message from this is that, we should use our hands

not only for taking but also for giving to others.

. If we point one finger at other, three fingers point back at us - Means we should

realise before criticizing others that we too have fault. So we should try to
correct ourselves first before correcting others.

. God gave us two eyes, two ears but one mouth which teaches us to listen and see

more but talk less.

. The soft little tongue is placed between 32 sharp teeth but the tongue adjusts and

works smoothly with all of them — The message from this is that, it becomes
easier to get along with all the people if we are soft, friendly and posses good
behaviour.

. When we smell good aroma and bad odour our nose moves forward and

backward which teaches us to move towards good company and stay away from
bad company.

. The stomach takes in everything we eat but keeps only the things useful to our

body and throws out the wastes. We too come across both good and bad things
in our life but we should always choose and keep the good things and keep away
from bad things.

Abhishek Chakraborty
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Waiting

| had many dreams,
| am waiting for your home-coming
where have you gone, | miss meeting you.
This surrounding appears to be deceptive;
the wide sky makes me lonely.
you do ignore me and make fun of me.
why this lonely living.
The extinguished lamp awaits for your presence
who do | show my heavy heart,
how do | hide my tears,
the lonely heart takes a great sigh,
| fly in search of you;
Every breath, | take is in search of you
Where are the waves of the sea,
Where are the droplets of the M onsoon wind
Eagerly hoping to meeting you
Every little noise awakens to seeing you.

-Shibdas Biswas
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Returning to India? - Need no reasons to return
to India

- (an article from a Returned to Roots Indian)- Author Avijit Goswami, now in Pune

(Please read my re-iterations, var-iations and comments -in Bold -from soon to be a RRI-AGB).

July IS5, 2004

In a world where all actions have to be justified by hard logical reasoning, there is little room left for ambivalence
or dilemma. This is especially true when it comes to NRIs wanting to return to Indfa. The issue of whether to
return has been debated and re-debated for years and very few, if any, have really found a general compelling
reason one way or the other. This is because it is an extremely complex topic involving economical, cuitural and
emotional issues. By sharing my personal experience | hope to share some insights in to this complex issue.

There was a time when |, like all my friends in lIT, dreamt of going to the States for higher education, getting a |
lucrative job and eventually living the so-called —~American (with added ‘North’ for some like me-AGB) dream.
This was 1988 (for me 1996). The way to go was to apply to a university. | got in and by August '88 (for me 12t
Aug’2001 - a month before 9/11-AGB) was ready to leave. Very few asked why | was going. The reasons to go ,
were considered perfectly rational - good education, good jobs and a good standard of living - so obvious that '
they were not even worth asking. No dilfemmas herell!.

Like all first generation immigrants (prefix ‘non’- for my case-AGB), | encountered the usual roadblocks to
adjusting in a new country - financial, emotional and cultural. A meager scholarship had to be used for tuition,
rent, food as well as once-a-year trip back home. (Not true for me because of years of experlence in between-
AGB) It was hard but there were several people like me and somehow, we all managed to survive. And eventually
thrive as we all ended up with good jobs (for me in Canada- “not so much of the rat race here, EhJl!"- |
presumed then-AGB). The emotional adjustment was relatively easier as we got over the initial homesickness :
(and having met a big community of my own in this third coldest place on earth (my beloved Winnipeg or
Frozen Winterpeg- as some call it) —obviously after the Arctics & Antartica, and yet feit so close to home
& family). However, the cultural adjustment was a much longer one and ultimately there were very few who was
truly at ease with the (North) American culture. The cultural gap is far bigger than what Indians expect before
they arrive. For example, our food habits, topics of conversation (being looked at with stern Gaze & no
emotions-they call it eye contact-and no humility or pun intended, otherwise dubbed rude-AGB), ways of
recreation were all quite different. But these were all considered the usual hurdles for a first generation immigrant
(never thought to be one, again a sign of determination -AGB) and therefore never questioned.

Time always seems to fly for everyone, but when living a fast-paced American lifestyle this cliché' couldn't be
truer. With work, home, spouse and kids with no relatives or domestic help, you tend to live Friday to Friday. And
before | knew it, | had already lived in America for over a decade (Me; 8 years to be precise, after giving back
to India its due, and right after my PhD for seven years of my career to the biopharma Industry- |
reasoned- in lieu of subsidized and scholarships aided studies through out -AGB ). Like all the Indians |
knew, except for very few exceptions, | went on to get a green card - a signal that | have finaily 'settled down' (did
not, | rather stayed on renewing temporary work permits & visas, ‘So see my Intentions were clear right
from the beginning’-AGB). Again, this remained largely unquestioned, unchallenged. When asked on rare
occasions, | parroted the usual reasons: poor career prospects and living standards in india (I did not, as I knew
things were changing when | left India with economic reforms in place, a simmer of glow between the
clouds existed- right then in 2001-AGB). Returning was left more as a vague (for me - a deferred) option - to
socthe parents and (be nearer) to the elders (and youngsters) in the family (for me always the first reason, as
I lost my mother suddenly right after landing up in US, and | feel | cannot forgive myself ever-AGB) - that
would be considered f somehow things changed dramatically. No dilermynas now!i!.

By o= Dh. C{‘g,url g, ?Bunuru

Ex-Winnipegger by the time this gets published, in a dialogue with his inner self, after the decision to return to
India
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She walked home, with a flag draped on her
Signed by teachers and friends

She thought "TIl miss them dearty,

But this is not the end”

She cried as she saw her neighbourhoods
For the very last time

The car ride was long and never ending
And as sour as a fime

She got to the airport, crying

And said goodbye to her dad

Then, he walked away

And she became unbearably sad

But then she made up her mind

That "I will do my best!

I stugy hard and do well

So that I can beat the rest...”

Her smile came back, she let out a sigh
As she saw a face in a cloud

It looked like a friend and then she knew
That she would make everyone proud...

By Anushka Bansrjes

MWl Bestrt WilIshes Jfor DURG A PUJ A

DIILILON"’S

DRIVING SCHOOL

For Friendly and Effective Driving L.essons
Get in touch with

Instructor Class 4 & 5

623 David Strcct
Winnipeg. MB, R2Y 1KO6
Email : malldillon623@hotmail.com
Email : maiidillon@vyahoo.co.uk
Email : malkit623@yahoo.ca
Phone : 228 - 0066
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HISTORY OF BOMBAY

Bombay our city has cast a spell

Every stone, every monument has a story to tell
The sea has stood witness as the story unfolded
The seven islands of Bombay slowly united
Bombay our city has cast a spell

Every stone, every monument has a story to tell.

From the days of the cavemen

And their stone implements

To the fishermen the Kohlis and their music and dance
Swirling and twirling like the seas in the monsoons
Bombay awaited as the Aryans descended.

Bombay our city has cast a spell,

Every stone, every monument has a story to tell

Hustling bustling, a port,

Ship laden with treasures

Came in and went, as the Mauryan reigned over
It changed hands with the clanging of swords
And each dynasty left its mark on its sandy shores.
Bombay our city has cast a spell,

Every stone, every monument has a story to tell

Bahadur Shah signed a ireaty with the then powerful Portuguese
And they called it Bombain with much love and fondness

New dance, new music, newlanguage, new religion

And the city Bombain grew as it absorbed the nuances.

Bombay our city has cast a spell,

Every stone, every monument has a story to tell

Bells ringing, much celebration

Charles 11 of England married a Portuguese princess
As dowry Catherine took with her Bombain

And Bombay now belonged to the English.

Bombay our city has cast a spell,

Every stone, every monument has a story to tell.

In their Red uniforms, tall and commanding

The east India Company began its trading.

The people of Bombay unware of their treasures
Battered away silk and spice in large measures.
Bombay our city has cast a spell,

Every stone, every monument has a sitory to tell.

With drum beats and sweets, by the orders of the Queen
It was announced that the British would now rule the scene.
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They built the roads, they built the railways,
They built the offices, all the better to reign.
Bombay our city has cast a spell,

Every stone, every monument has a story to tell.

Fande Materam, Quit India they said,

The freedom fighters united-India National Congress.
Many here died our country to free,

And gave a free India to you and me.

Bombay our city has cast a spell,

Every stone, every monument has a story to tell.

The last 50 yrs have seen many sights

Changes in the skyline, changes in life.

The Queens necklace has changed from diamond to gold,
It's changing so fast, it’s difficult to hold.

Bombay our city has cast a spell,

Every stone, every monument has a story to tell.

The Rajabai Towers still give us the time,

The Gateway of India still in her prime,

The Victoria Terminus with her beauty and grace,
Still connecting people with a smile on their face.

Bombay our city has cast a spell,

Every stone, every monument has a story to tell.

History is but a story of life,

The spirit of Bombay has got stronger with sirife.
Through the bomb blasts and riots, Bombay did survive,
Bombay s a city warm and alive.

Bombay our city has cast a spell,
Every stone, every monument has a story to tell.

What lives in the fiture our eyes have not seen,

But today Mumbai city is nothing less than a Queen!
Whirling and Twirling like the monsoon seas,

And to the Future you and I have the keys.

Bombay our city has cast a spell,

Every stone, every monument has a story to fell.

Mumbai our city has cast a spell,

Every stone, every monument has a story to tell
The sea has stood witness as the story unfolded
The seven islands of Bombay slowly united
Mumbai our city has cast a spell

Every stone, every monument has a story to fell.
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Feelings

In the presence of a breeze

| can feel your precence;

In the midst of rain drops,

you appear before me fully wet;
when | see the moon over my head,

my heart merges unto you

-Shibdas Biswas

With Best Wishes
For Durga Puja

from

MONDETTA




DIDI

By Rina Ganguly
Didi was one of those individuals who touched my life and remained
in my heart.
Didi, my grandmother played a remarkable role that | want to
elude. She was just an ordinary Bengali lady with no formal
education at all. But the education | got from her is extraordinary
and something that | would like to share with.
Didi was only 5 years old when her parents died; she was raised by
her grandmother. By the age of 9 she got married to my
grandfather who was then already 30 years old. | don’t know how
they used to communicate. She had 5 kids. When they were very
little, my grandfather died. Didi without any education took care
of the family business and raised all her kids without any help. She
is a wonder lady to me.
During my summer holidays when everyone in the family was having
deep afternoon nap, | used to go to her to listen to stories while
Didi was busy with her crafts and household works. She never told
me any fairy tales instead she told me-
“You know there is no such thing call heaven or hell. It all exists in
this world. The work you do you will get the result out of that and
that is either hell or heaven. It's all up to you. You can make your
life either hell or heaven. *
“Karma is life. Keep on doing your job and don't expect anything in
return-you will be happy”
“Don’t hurt anybody’s feelings because you will put yourself down
first to do that”
“After doing anything if you feel guilty or bad that is a sin.”
“Always listen to your heart and follow your dream”
The best thing about Didi that | recall was she didn't like talking
about anybody. She used to cover her ears and walk away if she
got into a room where people were busy with
“paracharcha/paraninda”. She made sure she enjoyed her life in
the best possible way. And | forgot to tell you about her cooking

too. So simple and good- just like her!!
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MY “CHAPTER FIX”**

Kamal Malaker*

We all know of Nicotine fix, caffeine fix, Cocaine fix, pp or purple pill fix and most
notably in modern days of pervasive Inter-net the “Porn-fix”". Once one is desperate for a
“fix’, life is unbearable without and at times not even worth a penny.

Fix is a gentler pet name for addiction; Addicts love to think this way. .It may not be a
bad idea after all. Can addiction or “Fixes” have a rosy side, a silver lining or it is just a
utopia

Chapter fix; who on earth has ever heard of it. ? I did not, but I discovered it. An amusing
frightful discovery, a self revelation.

It started many years ago, when I was at Boston.. My den was just stone throw from the
Harvard medical school in Longwood Avenue, where the world never sleeps. At, well
past the mid night, the buildings are buzzed with activities. Entire Chandler Library is lit
up from top to bottom side to side, from inside —out, like charismas decoration. All the
research labs’ windows are glowing like early evening. People still walking with their
back-pack and a cup of ‘Au Bon Pain” coffee in their hand. (Star buck was not a
phenomenon as yet in Boston), some times a can of light beer or a small bottle of water in
their hand.

Longwood avenue the spine of Medical ‘Intellectual physique’ remains just as vibrant at
any time of the day or night, morning or evening, sun or Snow blizzard or hazard .
Groups of students (or a noble laureate professor) engaged in serious conversation, pairs
seating on the steps of the Senate, by the imposing Corinthian pillars, or on the steps of
the library or any where they can find a secluded place, possibly discussing the real
meaning and inner truth of life. I guess Deepak Chopra discovered himself one day in
these domains.

Food stalls for any palate, any nation, ,any culture, from all over the world are there to
lure you for a break from your frustration of failed experiments, rejected paper, this
morning’s poor performance in case rounds, pressure of tomorrow’s everything, or when
you are deep in your thoughts of unfathomable mystifying kindness of your noble-
laureate boss .

The luring food stalls aims at you.
Come down to earth, they call you!
Get real, they tell you!

Have a slice of Pizza, a drumstick of KFC, a Gyro, small plate of chicken fried noodle, a
plate of samosa , Ice creams , you name it they are ready..
A small break, a time to pause or a time to recharge for rest of the night.

b
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We spend days after days, weeks and months on, working and night walking along
Longwood Avenue to recharge, rejuvenate and redirect our thoughts.

Selwyn one of our PhD student, remained a faithful company , specially for my midnight
adventures, be it in Lab experiments, be it on Longwood avenue food circuit ,be it on
completely aimless wandering.

After several months, Selwyn said “Doc” let us explore Harvard square and test their ice
creams... We needed some new avenue to discharge our frustrations... [ had no problem,
although the place is on the other side of the river in Cambridge takes at least 30-45 minis
to go. Boston street cars the “T”, stops running at mid night, Selwyn had his own car, that
solved the problem and parking was a pleasure at that time of the night. Harvard square is
also teemed with young people. Engaged with all sorts of activities one can conceivably
think of... Of course food vendors of various nations and nationalities are there to help
you with your adventure. While roaming, well past midnight, we discovered that all the
book stores in Harvard square were open.

Went inside one, then another and then another, one after the other flipping though the
books from cover to cover... It was 3 am, we decided to return. Tomorrow morning will
start at 8am...

It was from that time on, flipping books at random and absorbing as much as one could,
then move to another book, to another store, to another street, we found so much
enjoyable and cheap, even cheaper than a cup of coffee, became one of our past time.

Many years ago, in Winnipeg, one morning, got ready to go to work. Put my cases and
other work related paraphernalia in my car, switched on the ignition and left for work.
Most likely I was deeply in my thoughts rehashing the upcoming days events, what to do
with Mr. X, a serious patient in he ward, or missing items in my unfinished paper, which
I have been toiling to finish for last three weeks. Some what little deranged. Any way
after driving the same way to work for decades, one does not think about the road or the

route, just drive on to get there.

After a while for no reason I took a U turn and returned home, still absorbed in my
thoughts. Came up to the kitchen and tried to reach for ..... No! Not for a glass for, water
or drink, not for the medicine cabinet, but got hold of the little container, opened it and
put couple of pinches in my mouth. That was the little bottle of “Pan Parag”. Totally
unaware of what was happening, got back to my car and back to work. I felt good and

happy and energetic again.

As I sat in my office: preceding events just started to come back in my mind. I realized
that halfway through to work, I returned home to have my fix of: Pan Parag” for the day.
Totally unaware of my addiction. In those days friends, colleague neighbors, many use to
take it for various reason, but none admitted of its addiction.

In the evening, returned home, the last bottle of “Pan Parag “was tossed out and never to
have another one in our household, ever again...

Years went by, [ moved around the world, for work, for pleasure or for curiosity, but I
came back to Winnipeg, nonetheless, this is my home.
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When I am back in Winnipeg, for my spare time, like many others “Malling” or simply
“Mall walking”, became one of my past time. More over I was ordered to do Mall
walking for health reason by my doctors, which gave it legitimacy. So I haunted St Vital
Mall, which is only 10 minutes by car from my house; frequently, with or without my
wife Baljit... One day I had to go to a shop at St Vital and I parked my car far away from
it but just close to the Chapter’s book store. Came inside. Went through various isles,
looked at various new, old ,interesting, not —so-interesting book, some I flipped and
others just touched and perhaps in advertently smelt, the fragrance of a new book,
exhilarating.

After walking the isles, I went to the Star Buck’s café, which is in the back and in one
corner of the store. Ordered my favorite “Short black Americano ,no room at the top” and
sat on the table. I was able to see the entire store, its display, its customers, their actions,
confusion, their interactions and inaction, their frustration and follies. Interesting, but
different kind of people watching.

Suddenly I realized, the reason for me being at the mall. The shop is on the other side of
the mall, where I am supposed to go. I could have parked on the other side and close to
the shop.

In fact, it seems that , I park my car inadvertently close to the Chapter’s , always spend
some time, browsing, buying or flipping the best sellers and always take seat in Star
Buck’s for my “Caffeine Kick “, before I leave. I wondered, why do I have to come to
the Star Buck’s café here for my caffeine kick? But I do .

During my “Star Buck time” at chapters, I met people from various walks of life,
Writers,teahers,university professors, researchers, gossipers, thinkers, students, business
managers, boys and girls, lovers and loafers ,even some of my professional colleague,
over the course of time. Just huge varieties of fascinating people ,I met and few we made
friends with. Only one thing in common , that they all were fascinated by books and liked
Star Buck’s lounge to sip and ponder even some times making business deals,
interviewing potential staff, making recruitment pitch and planning for the next writing ;
move. You name it I heard them all, even if I did not want to. |
The Caf€ is positioned very cleverly. It is in one corner , away from the noises of the ”
store, but you feel that you are just in the middle of it all, without being hassled. From
anywhere of the Star Buck’s Café one can view of the entire store. The Café is on a
slightly raised level. That gives one, total picture, complete vision and an absolute feeling
of the pulse and heart beat of the store.

Seating at Star Buck’s Lounge, during my time of pondering, I can view all the sections,
all the stacks and their contents, which I must have visited zillions of tims.. Just out side

to the left, the biography section , reminds me and takes me to the life and events of
Winston Churchill, JF Kennedy, Einstein, and Marilyn Monroe. Some time it feels so

real.

The science fiction section arouses my imagination of Star Treks and like. Harry potter’s
fantastic magic,

Adventures kiosk feels my imagination with views of Africa, China, central and south
America, Islands of he world, Europe filled with classical culture and modern

achievements..

50




Imagining the Language section, feels me with sadness. Here are so many languages and
so much of help available, still [ can’t speak as many languages I would like to.

History and Politics , takes me back to Babylon , to ancient Persia, Egypt India , through
mediaeval Europe, birth and expansion of Christianity, Islam and Islamists, rise and fall
of Communists and communism,

Really ! The whole vibrant dynamic and ever changing world of knowledge ,
information is there . g

[ feel connected to the whole world , seating in one corner of Chapter’s Star Buck’s Café
Lounge.. As Ilookon , I recognizes the bookshelves, their contents, authors, subjects
and then on I can float on my dream land and run with my imagination as much , as far as
high as big I want, the sky is the limit. There is no limit.

The big advantage is the openness, of the store, the shorter bookshelves, so that my view
is not obstructed and I can see the farthest corner from my table in the café., the whole
world through the Books in my imagination.

There are Book stores and Book stores there are Libraries. They all house and tender
books, Tall shelves, stacked by books from floor to the roof, divided into smaller
sections,, really makes me claustrophobic. Impairs my imagination to run, obstructs my
vision to open. As if there is no air to breathe and no room to think.

Many excellent book stores also have cafeterias. Coffee is superb. Chatting with friends
is heavenly. But if the Café is not a part of the Book store, you become disconnected ,
your imagination your vision for the contents of the books, their authors, their
circumstances, are stunted if not altogether halted. That is what I felt else where. Even
when the Coffee tastes superb my company is unbeatable, still I only get “Half or less a

Kick”

Here the openness and being part of the space , that holds all the books and their souls,
that vibrates my soul , tinkers with my brain, imagination and vision..

That is a small difference with a very big but profound, exhilarating, hypnotic and
most likely addictive to me .

Is this a real addiction ? If so to what 2 Am I a “shopoholoc” ? No, never. Am [ virtuous
«Caffeine —holic”. Will I die without my “Caffeine Fix “. Will 1 kill some one if my
“Caffeine-Fix" is not provided. Perhaps not .

So what is it ? That makes me return again and again to this Chapter, park my car in
front, even when I need to go some where else. Star Buck’s Coffee Lounges are every
where. One is just round the corner out side the Chapters. I feel so peaceful, content and
spiritual , as soon as I enter here. Sitting at the Star Buck’s lounge can make me forget
rest of the world..

If this is not an addiction ,what is this ? Most likely I am a “Chapteroho;ic” and I need
my regular “CHAPTER FIX" for sanity.

The difference is unlike Pan Parag ; this "CHAPTER FIX” will never be tossed out of my
mind or house and is here to stay forever.
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** All rights reversed by author.

Email : kamal malakar@hotmail.com

Legends to the photograph.

L; “Pondering” in Chapter’s Star Buck coffee Lounge.

2. Everything is at your finger tips.
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INDIA SPICE HOUSE

Celebrating over 20 Years in Business

Now in 2 locations to serve you better:

Location 1:

1875 Pembina Hwy.
Call : 261 — 3636

Location 2:

66 Mandalay Drive (India Market)
Call : 261 - 4600

HAPPY DURGA PUJA

11 #
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BICHITRA MEMBER DIRECTORY

;:;Z. Surname First Name |Spouse |Children Address IC,,Z“Z:I ft)zfn';aeer
1 |Adhikari Prasant 63 Baldry Bay R3T 3C5 | 269-1468
2 |Aggarwal Rajesh Anju Shivani, Chiraag |7 Wallingford Crescent R3P IMI1 | 220-0464
3 |Alam Ashraful  |Jesmen |Tanvwer 77 Langley Bay R3T 6C8 |269-5544
4 [Bagchi < Ashim Rushita 105 - 1305 Taylor Ave R3M 2K6|296-5859
s |Bal Makhan  |Krishna gggﬁ‘t‘ ShIbashis. |1 45 Edward Ave. East  |R2C 0V9 | 222-3993
6 |Banerjee Abhijjit Romi Anushka, Riona |23 Roehampton R2N4N6 | 282-7891
7 |Banerji Ashish Debjani |Kunal, Otto 6 Elk Place R7B 3B7 | 571-0859
8 |Basu Saibal Sujata  [Sachin, Snehel 56 Raphael Street R3T 2R4 | 275-5606
9 |Bhatta Shapath Mousumi|Prothoma 302-250 Colony R3C 3L8 |772-6812
10 |Bhattacharya [Samir samirbhatta@ yahoo.com Montreal
11 |Biswas Shibdas Sumita |Papiya, Mahua 204-1151 St. Anne's Road |R2N 0A1 | 257-7952
12 |Bonik - Surjya Mitali 1344 Lee Blv R3T 2P9 |221-9692
13 [Chand Jagdish Kumud |Prakash, Sipra 1844 Chancellor Drive R3T 4H5 |261-1307
14 |Chakraborty =~ [Arup Soma Abhishek, Anushka|306-925 Chancellor Dr R3T 2J9 |275-34344+—
. . 949-1010
15 |Das Ranajay Souti 1027 - 85 Garry Street R3C 4J5 Ext:228
16 |Das Radha M. |Subha [Ratna 67 McGill Place R3T 2Y6 | 269-7249
17 |Deb Apurba Lipi Mrittika, Monika |315-1833 Pembina Hwy R3T 3X8 |275-5492
18 [Dey -~ Asit Prachi |Ryma 7 Briarcliff Bay R3T 3H8 |219-8969
19 [Dharchowdhury [Parnali 400-1833 Pembina Hwy R3T 3X8 |290-4723
20 |Ghosh Chitta Archana |Niel,Rita,Sudeshna|631 Grierson Ave R3T 2S3 | 261-3557
21 |Ghosh Prabal Swati 1151 Fairfield Ave R3T 2R3 |269-3075
22 (Ghosh Subhankar 7 Briarcliff Bay R3T 3H8 |219-8969
23 |Guha Gautam Swapna |Medha 118 Lake Lindero Road R3T 4P3 |269-1158
24 [Malakar Kamal Baljit K. |Sarmila 1614 Chancellor Drive R3T 4B9 | 261-7010
25 |Mallick Kiron Laksmi |Tulip, Andrew 18 Driftwood Bay R2J 3P9 |257-3351
26 |Mandal Bibhuti 10-722 Furby Street R2B 2W3 | 783-2292
27 [Mazumdar Arpita Pijush 205-53 Southpark Dr 294-6700
28 |Mitra Prabir Kalpana [Bobby, Debbie 62 Bethune Way R2M 5J3 | 256-0081
29 [Mukerji Ayan Shruti 318 - 291 Goulet St R2H 0S4 |999-3382
30 [Mukherjee Shalini 7-1515 Pembina Hwy R3T 2E4
31 [Pal Chowdhury |Kiriti Srabani |Teena 3 Celtic Bay R3T 2W8|261-9527
32 |Pandey Anita Ajay Ayusha, Anish 104 Hindley Ave R2M 1P7 | 45322824
33 |Podder .- Chandra Nat|Rita Chandrima 244 - 99 Dalhousie Drive  [R3T 3M2 | 772-3342
34 |Ray Shoma Rina, Sheila 286 Bairdmore R3T 6A3 | 256-9147
35 |Roy Dimple Nigel 61 Inkster Blv R2W 0J3 |282-1750
36 |Roy GouriSankar|Ratna  |Neilloy, Rajarshi |35 East Lake Drive R3T 4T5 | 261-0672
37 |Roy Jaya Mili, Joy 61 Wildwood Park R3T 0C8 |474-2923
38 |Roy Mili Greg Maya, Sohan 640 Kilkenny R3T 3E1 | 269-3673
39 |Roy Pranab Manju  [Rupa, Ronjan 59 St. Michael Rd. R2M 2K7| 257-6601
40 |Roychowdhury [Karabi Subir Austin 1205 Grant Ave 221-6951
41 |Saha Bhaskar Mimi Anindo 14 Kennington Bay R2N 214 |284-0834
42 |Sarkar Ashok Tuntun [Rahul, Rinku 6-460 Lindenwoods Dr.W. |R3P 0Y1 | 488-6643
43 |Sarkar Joykrishna |Debjani |Joshita 321-765 Notre Dame R3E OM2 | 219-5510
44 |Selvanathan Nandita Murugan |Ashish, Anurag 289 Bowman Ave. R2K 1P1 | 942-3261
45 [Shome -~ Subhrakam |Jaba Devarshi, Tanajee |10 Celtic Bay R3T 2W9|261-6348
46 |Sinha Ranen Luella |Mala, Jay 582 Queenston Street R3N 0X3 | 489-8635
47 |Sinha Sachidanand|Meera  [Sunil, Samir 116 Victoria Cres. R2M 1X4] 253-9921
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Wondering how much your house is
worth ?

Or Thinking of building or buying a
home, let me help you with your Real
Estate Needs

Specializes in Residential Real
Estate.

All the private information is kept
confidential.

I provide honest, friendly and
professional service.

Services also provided in Hindi and
Punjabi

Receive up to $500 gift certificate when
you hire me as your buyer’s agent or
seller’s agent and $1000 when do
both.

100 % CUSTOMER
SATISFACTION

Call me or log on
www.amanrai.com for
FREE Home Evaluation !

AMAN RAI
Cell 770-8824

66 F — 3490
Snez) C\'@”‘/‘/&

amanraisold@gmail.com _ T. 7. R . Corgbrceil,
5'/']* [ 7 ;A( """
oo 417 - 5970



