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GENERAL TOURS

&TRAVEL SERVICES

285 GARRY STREET, WINNIPEG

email: sales@generaltourstravel.com

® Whole sellers of all major Air lines -
Air Canada, Air India, Lufthansa, Emirates,
Cathy Pacific, Gulf Air, Qatar Airline, Efihad,
Kuwait Airline, Singapore Alrline, Jet Airways,
Sahara, Korean Airline..........

® Free Passport - Visa Services and Photos
with ticket.

e Available Bus service from Delhi to Punjab.
e Specially cusfomized tour package in India.

® |nfroducing immigration consultancy services
very soon.....

Call - Dost, Ravi, Gurjit

At (204) 943-0596

1-888- GENTOUR (436-8687)

Dost - (204) 291-0596

For Emergency Booking - o (204) 298-9744
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BICHITRA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

President: Manas Banerjee

Vice President: Sutirtha Roy Chowdhury
General Secretary: Rita Ghosh
Treasurer: Shantanu Banerji

Food Secretary: Romi Banerji

Cultural Secretary: Bibhuti Mandal
Publication Secretary: Vacant

Member at Large: Joyeta Roy

Member at Large: Bhaskar Saha

Past President: Chitta Ghosh

2006 DURGA PUJA COMMITTEE

Chairperson: Sumita Biswas
Co-Chairperson: Krishna Bal
Priest: Ashish Banerji

Treasurer: Shantanu Banerji
Food Secretary: Romi Banerji
AGOMONI Editor: Gautam Guha

DECORATIONS
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DURGA PUJA SCHEDULE—2006

MAHA SHASTI - THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 28th

7:00 pm: Bodhan, Amantran & Adhibash

MAHA SAPTAMI - FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 29th

10:00 am to 1:00 pm: Kalparambha, Mahasnan, Maha Saptami Puja & Puspanjali
7:00 pm: Sandhya Arati, Puspanjali
8:00 pm: Cultural Program

MAHA ASHTAMI - SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30th

10:00 am to 1:00 pm: Mahasnan, Maha Astami Puja & Puspanjali
1:05 to 1:53 pm: Sandhi Puja & Puspanjali

7:30 pm: Sandhya Arati & Puspanjali

8:00 pm: Cultural Program (Chandi)

MAHA NABAMI - SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1st

9:30 am: Mahasnan, Maha Nabami Puja & Puspanjali

1:00 pm: Hom —Yagna

7:30 pm: Sandhya Arati & Puspanjali

8:00 pm: Cultural Program

BIJOYA DASHAMI - MONDAY, OCTOBER 2nd

9:30 am to 1:00 pm: Dashami Puja, Sindurdaan, Dadhi Mangal, Visarjan ,
Shantipath & Bijoya Utsab

LAKSHMI PUJA - FRIDAY, OCTOBER 6th

7:00 pm: Puja

Puja Venue: 999 St. Anne’s Road » Winnipeg « Ph: 25-HINDU( 254-4638 )
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Thinking of Selling Your Home? Call the BEDITEAM for a

FREE MARKET EVALUATION

SERVING ALL OF WINNIPEG FOR OVER 30 YRS

Jm{%‘

Akash Bedi B.A., B.sc. Baldev 8. Bedi m.a

Professional Services NEW HOME
In Buying or Selling SPECIAL

Residential
Commercial
Vacant Land
Development
Business
Condominium
New Home

Custom Built

2 or 3 Bedrooms
Bungalow/ Two stry
Double Att. Garage
S Year Warranty
Family Room Option
Lot Selection avail

987-9800

REIMAX executives realty

ww. bediteam com

The BEDITEAM are Among Top 10% of all REALTORS in Wmmpeg.
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HAPPY DURGA PUJA—2006
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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK

Itis an exciting and challenging experience for me to co-ordinate and edit this
year’s publication of AGOMONI. However, ‘Ma Durga’ the almighty gave me
enough strength and showed me ways, ideas to overcome this tough task after I
took the responsibility to edit the 27" edition of Agomoni . “ 2006 - may be the
most eventful and unfortunate year in the history of Bengali community of
Manitoba. ”

In this special time of autumn, as the leaves change to their beautiful colours, we
celebrate Durga Puja. The Puja is a festival of joy and worship of mother goddess
Durga. This brings our whole community together for this joyous occasion.

Durga Puja symbolizes the triumph of good over evil. It gives strength to the weak
and grant salvation to the pious. Divine mother Durga is the centre of infinite
energy and source of eternal light. Durga Puja brings us closer to each other,
enhancing our fellow feelings. It reminds us to share our happiness with others.

Durga Puja is a time of home coming and exchanging gifts and friendly greetings
with our loved ones. It is a time for feasts, songs and music, wherever Bengalis
live. Let us transmit the spirit of Durga Puja amongst every body around us.

On behalf of Bichitra Bengali Association of Manitoba Inc., I would like to take
this opportunity to thank all the contributors and advertisers. I would also
welcome you all to join us and participate in this auspicious annual festival of
“Durga Puja”.

Wish you all a “Happy Durga Puja”

Gautam Guha




Message from the Puja Committee Chairpersons

The air of autumn feels our heart as mother Durga comes on the earth for five days to
give pure joy and love to her children. This time, she brings hopes and happiness to one
and all. This year, we have a beautiful family of mother Durga and her children and Lord
Shiva.

On this auspicious occasion of Durga Puja, we and our families wish to extend our greet-
ings to all the members of Bichitra. We worship the Divine Ma Durga who comes to
earth year from her heavenly abode with her sons---Ganesha and Karticke and daughters-
-- Lakshmi and Swaraswati to destroy Evil and uphold good and make the puja come
alive with love, friendship and light laughter in the hearts of one and all.

On behalf of Puja Committee, we express our sincere and deep appreciation to all of you
who have extended their full cooperation to make this festivity a success. We sincerely
thank the following committees ---Decoration, Marketing, Food and Bhog preparation,
Cultural program, Puja arrangements and our Priest from Brandon, MB. The publication
of AGOMONI has been possible not only through the effort of many contributing writers
but also through the contribution, cooperation of many Advertisers and the Editor to
whom we extend our sincere thanks. We also sincerely thank the members, the Executive
and Management Committee and Trustees of the Hindu Society of Manitoba for their par-
ticipation and assistance.

With love and warm wishes for a very happy Durga Puja.

Sumita Biswas , Chairperson
Krishna Bal, Co-chair
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Message from the President of Bichitra

On behalf of Bichitra Executive Committee, I welcome you all to the 27" Years of Durga
Puja in Winnipeg. I hope, with community support and participation, along with the great
weather will make this year’s Durga Puja a festive and joyous occasion for everyone.
Durga Puja — the four days of festivity that every Bengali all over the world await with
unlimited zeal and expectancy is truly a celebration of life. Let’s celebrate this great event
with heart-felt enthusiasm and enjoyment.

With greetings,

Dr. Manas Banerjee

“The tradition of the past is a great thing in its own place but that is no reason why we
should go on repeating the past. A great past should be followed by a greater future.”
- Sri Aurobindo
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Message from Mayor Sam Katz

As the Mayor of Winnipeg, | am honoured to bring greetings on behalf of the CitX
of Winnipeg to the Bengali Association of Manitoba on the occasion of your 27
year of Durga Puja Celebration in Winnipeg.

| applaud the Bengali Association of Manitoba in their ability to keep their culture
thriving, and by preserving the strong heritage and traditions of your vibrant
community. Your contributions to Winnipeg are to be commended and
celebrated, and what helps to define our city as a hub of diversity.

On behalf of the citizens of Winnipeg and my colleagues on city council, | wish
you all the best and look forward to many more years of vibrant cultural activities
and entertainment.

Yours sincerely,

i

Sam Katz
Mayor of Winnipeg

City of Opportunity ® Ville d’avenir




PREMIER OF MANITOBA

Legislative Building
Winnipeg, Manitoba, CANADA
R3C OVS

A MESSAGE FROM THE PREMIER

On Zye}za/][ o][ the peop]e o][ the Province o][ Manitoba, it is my
p/easure to extend greetings to all those who gat]/zer ][or the 27" year
o][ the Durga Puja Celebration organisea7 ]yy the Bichitra Benga/i

Association o][ Manitoba.

Durga Puja is one o][ the most important festiva/s celebrated
each year éy the Hindu community. This is a time ][or coming
togetlzer with community to celebrate cultural traditions, a time o][
reunion and rejuvenation. May this celebration 0][ /ij[e Zm'ng you
and your][ami/y much peace and prosperity.

Warm wishes ][or a very lzappy Durga Puja!

47 /o-'ex-

Ga ry DOQT
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MESSAGE FROM THE MINISTER , MANITOBA CULTURE, HERITAGE AND TOURISM

Greetings

It’s my pleasure to congratulate the Bichitra Bengali Association of Manitoba on your 27th
celebration of the Durga Puja in Winnipeg. I commend the dedicated members of your associa-
tion whose hard work has made this celebration successful year after year.

It is important that all Manitobans recognize this as a special time for people of Bengali heri-
tage. Particularly for Hindu people, it is the largest and most important festival celebrated
throughout the year. It is a time for gift-giving, indulging in sweets, joining with friends and
family, and paying homage to Durga as an important symbol of the struggle against evil in the
world we all share.

Your enthusiasm for the cultural heritage of your ancestors is a refreshing inspiration to people
of all origins. We thank you for your gift of enriching the cultural fabric of Manitoba while en-
couraging understanding, tolerance and unity that are so important to the multicultural society
we share.

On behalf of all my colleagues in government, I wish continued growth for your association in
the years to come.

Eric Robinson, Minister
Manitoba Culture, Heritage and Tourism

Manitoba 9"




Royal
Crown

REVOLVING RESTAURANT

K Meeting accommodations for 10 - 800.

« Excellent service, friendly and excellent staff
will make your special occasion a success

For Wedding, Birthday
and
Anniversary Parties

CONTACT
Balwinder Gill

947-9399

83 Garry Street
off Broadway Avenue, Winnipeg

12




ISSdBULBBBIBBBBIBBBIIdddddddddddddddddddddyd

i o

S gw - A9 ok, @R AR 9@ A @RAw o8 w1 g R o

iR, SET Wy | AFE A ) AR AR ©f Ieite- gy 69 7y I Wl
BT AT T A I A AT | R ol eifadia sk i ol sfdRifkeEE |

g vee W AP WET F0HT SR R AW A | NG A TR TP Pl [ |
93 TR o fE wepIE ofEd RfSw w0 S o4 23w | iR ARReEE eqelfel
Tl werfE | o el Bwm RfSw o WP SR (R (9 116 o I |

e [y gmced gl | we Ig GR GR REE @R werien el ol I
12 TEMeE SIror Medd Rieq w! Ia iew A e | «? el simee
s ffen (i€ el =grered | HiRey Al W @ vm @R e (e
fw dfemes @, @l S WO B WA FHAR e W IR, G’ WO AN e
| efg iz Flkam wwel oiag «fe, S w1 3w 3R W, 3R S «fex A qm
| SR AP (7, I I SR AN AN | FG 2R I @ q©l, ORld AR *fe
) FHA

e q¥lfE (S 92 (e R, (ol o e 97 (el e el @
e | @3 werfer WHE Wity FHET S OE B At Rl | ol IR i3
g0 R | 98 W2l el My wiw #4Ffe | @7 M Ty Wl R 8 awiEer W3
SRS G g | A e el SR g G dfmies @ wEg (el *Ee |
O A 23 YR (90l 9 Y Rifew i Teifge v @ RE

(@@ WTE G SPIET WHEE | IS R I9W A QR MET I
I AR o ket oy, Twa, R, o3 o, % ors B R | Rftiee 3 el
CAISI BIGT | wrelg & 2% A R, A A A’ ;| I9AW ([T B fe
IR | (@@ G2 e A LA G =PI et 7o FReereT | @R HHleite
foly 7T SR (I Woat wfbam #Rfem medl A 1 @ 7Y o, 5w A%, W
iR ot T 3ot | @ R il (g B o = 1 o Afges ot i SR
w9 A s
9% Rey ariRe e AcTsl W I 3 @fey «ice SueiEaniala o 230s Reghl
Tqe SR 8-

(OTAGPETT F=IL SiT«fer |
VCBICHELNAR Tges (Tsrefftfes |1 8

Tenifesirg At SRpi s feie meR Tffie gt wabe =8te ot I | At ol

13




3w e e 2300 i, o1 230 Enfesdn FeiEs Swmy st B9 9 - gl 95
AENg | qoe AR SR SN IR (T @, @ HE Sy Praies SR wrE gew
F1 SHw |

S 2 B A @3 2a- w99, dfefe Jrivy 23te @@ I, TR el 28-Tor
giaml s ey sfrer | v [, s@Eey , oo qd S0 230 v %y @R
g IS =W, oA A OAE TG ARE W G I A T AW o oY,
we ol (e Reaw vald | wwiors 2iferiv 2300 S se-F5, =g oferm 2gre smrmm
ve-T folY | @3 et g7 , T, o3 wet we FoM 3@ | W (Ed Trie & AR 9%
e ol AR 2T |

NG SN ¥E (RO FPE RS Uice A ¢ @ q Ny o, wolf
ool 39l | g we wE are e B we e ol e s 3w
A A A e eeite w9 e | g Rer IR e e AW I ctws e
AN A F A v A M el Awice ORE w1 wp deen @, Fed,
B, a9l @R wiee e | W gFhe Nige e ke TR I o[ S
Pl SEN SEl Gadte e AME

=R 7of Sl @ P W S AeE & 0 W gof (@ Sk S,
o I WMmE I g plean Wi - @6 w8 GBS, 7S WiF WS |
i qefoie ey @ oo wiw e g6l @ fey S0 5, O 5 (9 SR 3-

G=@ 5@ 57 A (g 90 |
o 0 Rareape gee Kot
F0ge e fafrcdems |
GINARA A (7 ls PATR AT |
Rgforgem aa soket emifEn] |

wolf =&l fey ¢ oy, ofS IR/ geE (B, F0, ¢ B ol & ) e bee (
O, 60,991 @ a8 iRl iciw A 57 ) @) 7R o ofe 23w welfr i e
¢ g sfeae e | B o, o, I e G @ poA e @R See

GeRfeNTed Ty (AR SO SR A
R e ot el |
o fefleamy gaffee) Raimes |1

R IR W e s = e R @ e e SRA | e e Al wd
8 7S (I3 FEPE! I | G TGS OB T Ww | O W@ AW WO s
7 g9 sfe & | OREINR o FRATHT AN SRS I wF AWM A | RKew =
7 Al 7w fo o@y (@Ile 93 sr-d Se 27 [ SN @] A | @I oY @
RS o ©lF,5¢E GTHF,000 | SHET $FCET Aferim e Fal a3 ofHfe @ Aw
o R8T T , 23-CI5e 2309 | ORI wOR F(ed AN MR - W

14

1




DOVULLLLLLLLLLLLLALLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLsYddddddd:

WFHCHT IO AT FA TN T (@~ O O FH | ISAI AN 98 GO B[
e e A A, AW Ww-CIrbed 20 | AR AN Ao S T IERR 3
g oo ofa Snxelfaly gefymsEaeg ey st |

a2 et afehag e Sraeice e I3éd SR it wed, wEd ¢ 99l fo
fRire g | 329 Awd Wi A e W, wEN e A R oonw 1 wEdy
¢ WG @R TENE AU 7o , WY 8y BNNG v | sfRie Wi @3 A sfwim St W gl
Sife At , 13 3 [ o |

TR A e e Y[E ' AR, Sim RKEem Mo wikeen Aad @
e W ogefa < qr Site ol AT SN 4T FRCS AT 9 | S SN (i
w7 e Rte e - g @ iR | oRIE i otERl i MRvewe! wiee @, S
A AG-F5 o2 FE 2 =il IR AT IR AT AC s 1 fealueTa
qieof AR W™ TR #F2 AT GBI &eet oiisdl Rediw ey 718 otz ois s |
ST G2 T SeTe FAWE SN Sii-e Axices Gu |

afres  Piftaie S SIS AR (Tl 220 Refseee o PR R St 30F Fi0e
e A8 wibTEE , g vl 2w o Avieics e ¢ -
“ @ @ fifg, & o1 wE i N A -
A O O (F AT ey - T TG FeRAT
@A T e a7 Ffe SiREE 7

sEiiEReet fogew wives fAa kRS T=wEl, a9 seRilEe weE Foem S @me

R s gz oien e | weweRe i b A @ Ree 28 @3
YRR , gl SRS wmNba oret e | TINT @B w=FEN AL @
s @2 SRIFT SR g g FR0e AIES A1 ST W, e W old e
TIbE T (FTINICS 3-

“@e Wi, @e 7 TN

Seefad 7w oM |

ColceT Ofsl vl , N WSIF A B |

O 20 SR, TR R A,

Aelo-HH ST ST -G |

ASIS-PPleT-5I FMIE N &,

TR WENE o R (@ G |1 O waiig qi0e R Simd
JItE s A ¥ |

fomt oA Ruesee Reg  dhmie o
“ wBIE Repremaa: wwia ¢ IS |
TR 7 FER 0@ FAFLTHAR (17
foTeimg R wifece wifete, ferstamr afeme - sifee s i [Roreegy
e FER wEife 9% =B |




T @i A Tl W AT S A4 o | w6 @ @ (e A9
A ~ifere 223 A | AP ol TR, e (e Seaifen Sty e i -
Aeie SR T G X6 ~IPS 23 TR RS gEieT ASeH T (@Ol AT
T TS & | weics ol SR G AR S | e e aniRl A, ST w0
SR S~ Y TIA (F SC $Y AT Sar o wil wig 68 A1 | @3 ok W4 (R,
AT 1 8 Ante e, e (rdel afoRf 23 R Freitafifes ol Al siigrere |
93 GT 5 oA e Red edod A@TH o | W WE 9o FRA WG e s
& | el e 96 e 37 |

S Sovo-18 A A welf W e @ TEhee weE Rk | e o
A S e o b T o shak 0 e TeeEs e @b & S e
el JiE A DIIRS 2R | TR 7% O @ WA | W FHS (O e
O TR | WrER AR R wfis s g w otfe woe e e
AR Sl AR | RIS B ORI (@ (7 ARYT I IR | i S SEae
Rive o2 22re (@ o Tniesd okeE S, e Wil s, WRE Tt mt e s
e o 1 oo ol o SN Sw A a1 She | @ 3 T Ui sl wed
el W O Bal W A WOl | A o R oena 23w 9 Rl Fiowa e e v
A HE oot (@ G} ©reh bl sare ke sReE | 9F T
(AR AN, SR [@oaA @ FE S A |

ficy sty et a1l o R i | G 9Rom vo e T wiio <8
| NI A el W I | S GO T @48 WO N | W AR Shw fefy

aFfcE Ml oo s wad) | R e A, v wift s 5, e
e g (10O (S0 9= (ORI VERIE, GEle SRW Wi A PP N (Ne W@ Al

WHONT AT A& ¥ WA | SR 7, GO AR, AL o Frw s e
TR , Ol W AR o Ry, wifen iR aiRice Bt ) ok e
el et aiar qee Fa A1 o o) fw o AR |

AR e

@3 (R fow biRe 97 efe e @2k o-

s 1 feherids - & zfkmpr Sraig 99 wBHIRT

21 SRe M€ A ¢ W ke - A A aees

o | B 0w, B89 ¢ SRS - SRR BT

8 | & 5V, 37, @ To o

¢ | A WAGT AW -~ TRARPNGE T Al oy S |
T wgaiaw wolfew

16




A

Ty SIF o (I S T
R (o T 4 AT
W@QWW@&W
ST A @ T S
fRrew i@ A =
T ©@ (e Al
Tofa e (3 W %
W@ S [FEF Al
g S 843 W
532 e «fF we
R4 Y IR A e I
541 BT @& A |

@R 4 AL &
(% (ol WR WA
Fz o @ =
2R qRE ¥
Frofa (Ere (@1 9 %
TAGT o FE A |

A

el oy O (NI el 78
W9 &% FE W 7AW L8 )
oE (B T (8 (7 T

Wey SR T W W

TR A we e e
HTer T $8 |

ol 2y S CITHE At =8 |
frsfe =3

SR O IO
faar @ g R I 2R

56 R Rl

e Afs v7 IR AU
oty @ (o B

7 A0S 39 @ foe

o sof ¥he e

sl = A AW I8
ol s B (IR SN Fe |

Bibhuti Manadal

e @

g s - @& JF @A K ©F
@8 9 TR G

cor S AT 4 I
@} Y@ e WA

W @oa Tl

TR 51T 68 a e
Arex 7€ =t

IE SR S

% cere e T TE
TR AR F

f& w7 oo

T A @R AR
o wifir S| 31w W
98 A @ T TF |

ToER Aow aem Ry R w0 wEE
A ORIE W WA 0@ GR T

s TyF A1 SR U LA FAR M
<R oy off @ AT 6% Y@ (@ W O |
e @ @ AR O E I

e TOE B0 YIS I I

FIEWE 517 T AW AT TENET AW
TR o AE €5 TR AT |

R TR S S @ R O

fo % 4 OIF A A @FTIE AM

TR = o 9 I & AW @ (] OF |




Durga Puja Greetings from:

‘celebrating 20 years in Busingss”

India Spice House

Now 2 Locations to Serve You:

1875 Pembina Hwy. 261-3636
66 Mandalay Drive (India Market) 261-4600

Centuries OLA Tradition - Styyles of TodaL

Style India

Fashion House
Ladies - Gents - Kids

Large Variety of:
Fancy Fabrics, Readymade Garments fike Lehngas, Fancy Suits, Pant Suits,
Tunics, Men's Sherwanies and Kurta-Pajamas,
Embroidered Shoes, Woolen Shawls, Mata di Chunni and Rumala’s,
Fashion Jewelry
Traditional Bed Sheets and Blankets.
Specializing in Saris
Passport Photos in 10 Minutes!
80 Mandalay Drive Winnipeg * (204) 632-9999
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Camping at Clear Lake

One evening, I came home from school and found out that the Bengali
Community was going camping at Riding Mountain National park. I was
really excited! It was a long trip from Winnipeg, about 265 km and it took 3
hrs and 30 min for us to reach there. My friend Shelly and her parents came
with us. That night after we got there we had a pot luck dinner. Then the
next morning we had a woodwork class. We learned how to make sea
otters. Their tails could be used as letter openers. Then some people went
on a hike. We were going to a marsh. We came to the marsh after a long
time. I caught a lot of shrimps and a snail shell. My friend caught a side
swimmer and a big leech. Then we went through a forest. There were a lot
of mosquitoes. I thought I heard a rattlesnake! Then we finally came to the
beach. Me and my friends all walked in the water a bit. Then we went back
to the cottages for lunch. After that everyone got ready for the cruise. While
we were waiting in line, we got on some canoes that were fastened to the
ground. Me Vinayak, Shelly and Medha sat in them. Then we got on the
cruise boat. It was really fun! We saw some people fishing. I saw a big fish
on the boat they were fishing on. Then me and my friends wanted to go

swimming. After we came back from the swimming pool we roasted

marshmallows outside in the evening after dinner. The next day we played

some games outside with my soccer ball. After that we had a barbeque
party before leaving. We stopped at McDonalds for a break. Then we all
returned to Winnipeg. I had a really fun time and I hope I get to visit Clear

Lake again!

Anushka Banerjee




Fresh Frults, Vegs
and Groceries

** NOW UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT #*

With Paan House

» FRESH FRUITS AND VEGETABLES FROM INDIA, BC AND
CALIFORNIA

» GREAT SELECTION OF FROZEN VEGETABLES

» ALL KINDS OF EAST AND WEST INDIAN GROCERIES AND SPICES

» SWEETS FROM TORONTO !! ** PHONE CARDS ALSO AVAIL **

» NEW AND OLD MOVIES DVD’S AND DRAMAS

» FRESHLY MADE PAAN’s. Order for weddings. parties and all kinds of
ceremonies. ... ** JUST ARRIVED ! ALL KIND OF FROZEN FISH FROM
BANGLADESH

LOCATED AT 739 ELLICE AVENUE, WINNIPEG, MB
PHONE: (204) 775-1147 FAX (204) 772-0585

@J N=W DELHI
: SFecoellers

NEW!
Custom Design
with CNC Technology

reciousdy
@%’?}%ﬁf

SWITIERLAND

Specialists in
22K Gold Jewellery

JEWELLERY REPAIR ~ JEWELLERY REDESIGN ~ LASER ENGRAVING
GOLD « CANADIAN DIAMONDS « GEMSTONES « PLATINUM + CUSTOM DESIGN

BIGGER & BETTER LOCATION
binit # 14-2135 MoPhillips St Supersiors Mall
204772 4055

Hon-Sat 10am-Bom

Sunday Closed
www.newdethijeweliers.com
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Silent Tears

. Do babies cry silently inside wombs
Of abused mothers—

Without tears?

The way the mama seal cries

For her dead bleeding calf?

The way the swallow cries

Looking at her companion

Shot dead for sport?

The way the big spruce cries

As it watches its companion

Fall to the ground by chain saw attack.

Should these subdued defenseless cries

From incomprehension of logic

And wisdom of Man
Merely echo as deafening silence
Against the closed doors of minds.

~Samir Bhattacharya
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MEGHNA GROCERY & VIDEO

Bangladeshi, Pakistini, Indian, Sri Lankan, Arabian, and Middle Eastern Gro-
ceries at unbelievable prices - including snacks, sweefs, rice, flour, lentils, im-
ported fish, all varieties of hand slaughtered Halal meat and pouliry.

Video rentals of Banladeshi, Pakistani and Indian movies and TV Dramaos.
*Worldwide Money Transfers now available.*

“WiTH ACOMMITMENT TO QUALITY, CUSTOMER SATISFACTION AND PRICE”

1741 Pembina Hwy, Winnipeg, MB
204-261-4222
Store Hours
Monday to Saturday - 10am to 8pm
Sunday - 1lamto 7pm

® Ph/Fax: (204) 774-4150
; e-mail:
-ajjewellers @hotmail.com

Come see our ladies
suits and
sari showroom @:

e

843 Ellice Avenue

Raj Jeweller
Specializing in
22KT Gold Jewellery
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KOLKATAR KORCHA Compiled by: Gautam Guha

The 18 most used phrases of Kolkata

Ohh...aaj aar bolben naa!

Chol...ektaa biri phunke aashi!

Thak thak dada o shob jana ache.

Minibus-e aajkey jaa ek piece dekhlaam naa!

Khokaaa ...duto chhoto chaa...aamaar tabil-e.

Ei PAL-daa...office e ghumochchhen keno?

Kaal World Cup semifinal...aami baba office-e aaschhi naa.
Peyaj-er daam 30taakaa...Shaalaa gobment-o hoyechhe!

. Boro shaaheb ke kaal jaa tight diyechhi naa

10 Ebaar Baanglaa Bandh-ta aabaar Budhbaar daklo keno?
Shombaar holei to bhaalo hoto. Lomba chuti paoa jeto.

11. Achchhha dada, Pay Commission-er report ki amader-o
affect korchhe?

12. Chhoto chheletaar aabar kodin dhore aamashaa.

13. Aaj taratari beriye bhabchhi 4 te-r Noihati Local-ta dhorbo.
14. Aarey moshaai Open Economy-Teconomy diye kissu hobe
naa .. Industrial Revolution chaai.

15. Ei je dada, gaari kore jachchen bole ki bhabchen? Amra ki
manush noi naa ki?

16. Ei je besi kotha noi, Dhore Kelie debo.

17. Ei je dada ! boudir sindur er khyal rakhben... handle dhore
oto jhulben na.

18. Aye! Tumi jaano ami ke?

S0 G0 Nl OV O B B

The food scene in Kolkata

Kabiraji Cutlet from Regent (S N Banerjee Road)

Moghlai Parota from Anadi Cabin (S N Banerjee Road)

Kosha Mangsho from Golbari (Shyambazar)

Phulkopir Singara from Mrityunjoy (Lansdowne)

Double Egg Chicken Roll from Kusum / Park Steet)(Campari @
Gariahat & Nizam is close contender!)




Chicken Rezala from Shabbir (off C R Avenue)
Steak at Oly pub (with beer!!)

Ujjala's Chanachur (no comparison anywhere)

Telebhaja from Putiram (College Street)

Daab Chigri from Kewpies (Elgin Road)

Chicken Cutlet from Baked & Fried/Mukherjee Sweets
(Ballygunge Place)

Bijoli Grill's Fish Roll

Mochar Chop, Dhoka from Apanjan (Sadananda Road)
Boudir's Lebu Cha (DeshapriyaPark)

Kochuri & Tarkari from Tasty Corner ( MandevilleGardens)
Phuchka/Churmur/ Dahi Phuchka from Bilas or Boudi (Southern
Avenue)

Chicken Cutlet near Samur ( Bhowanipur)

Mishti Doi & Rosogolla from Mithai (Beckbagan)

Sandesh (all types) from Balaram (Bhowanipur )

(Naram pak & Ice cream sandesh)

Pantua &/ Pran-hora from Bancharam

Indrani from Ganguram

Rabri from Chittaranhan, Sharma's

Darbesh from Sen Mahasay

Amritti from Bhim Nag/Ganguram, Maniktala (Jalebis are no
match)

Skyroom's Prawn Cocktail & Mixed Grill & Baked Alaska
or Blue Fox's Lobster Thermidor - NOT anymore.... even the
Mandarin Fish from Waldorf is no more available!!

These are also unmatched:

Chelo Kabab from Peter Cat
Phulkopir Shingara: samosas don't stand a chance against these.
Phuchka: gol-gappas aren't a match on phuchkas.

Karaishutir Kochuri: a seasonal favourite, have it with alur dam.
Luchi: puri and phulkas - no comparison.
Alurdom: the world's best. Try the offering at
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VivekanandaPark.
Jhalmuri: a unique concoction, with nothing to equal it.
Telebhaaja: these and jhalmuri are like 'made for each other'.

Chanachur: many have tried unsuccesfully to steal the formula,
MNCs

included ! Alukabli: where will you get something like this?
Ghugni: again, chana is not the same at all. (And mangshe'r
ghugni is even better)

Radhaballavi: try it with alurdom or cholar daal.

Chaanp: even Pakistani cricketers have sampled these (Royal in
Chitpur)

Rezala: out of this world, just out of this world! Shabir
Paradiser Sharbat: there is one which is green, and another,
pink. No college student from Presidency or the University has
failed to sample these!

Lere Biscut: needed to make the batter for chop-katlet. (Also
phata-phati with butter and/or cheese spread)

Chicken Kabiraji: an unbelievable variation on the chicken cutlet.
Motton Afghani: an equally innovative presentation of the mutton
cutlet. (Coffee house)

Dimer Kalia: again, where do you get something like this?
Kasha mangsho: it's become an institution now.

Roll: the ubiquitous mutton, chicken or egg roll. Unquestionably
superior

to any variants in any other city of the world.

And also..
Coffee houser coffee: try the float with ice cream(can tear apart
others...).

Bharer chaa: on the Maidan, from shining brass vessels on a
rainy day.

And not to be missed in all this, Pan unmatched, even in Benaras
or Lucknow . Honestly!




The sweeter side

Roshomalai: a creamy, mouth-watering delight!

Jilipi: smaller than the jalebis and tastes quite different.
Lal(Misti) doi: is an experience by itself!

Kamala bhog: a pale yellow orb, delicately sweetened.

Notun gurer sondesh: a winter speciality available in no other
city.

Rosogolla: simply needs no introduction.

Natun gurer Rosogolla: the latest innovation.

There are many, many more traditional favourites. And also:.
Shitabhog: pure white, sweetened to just the right extent.

Mihi Dana: golden yellow, saffron scented.
Maalpoa: rich brown pancakes, dripping in sugar syrup.
Ranga alur pithey: another traditional favourite in winter.

Some special one's:

1. Aamer morobba - the best outside Gariahat market

2. Kuler achar - the best outside Gariahat market

3. Shukno mashla makha tetul - Available with the churanwalas
outside all schools, much to the delight of the students and dis-
may of the parents !!

4. Dulaler tal mishri

5. Dulaler hojmi - mind boggling and healthy too

6. Bikrampurer kashundi - Mustard just pales next to this

7. Machher kochuri - Where else can you have fish in such an in-
novative form ??7??

8. Churmur - In my opinion this is slightly better than jhalmuri
and phuchka. The sad thing of course is that it is unheard of in
the rest of the country.

9. Alukabli - Another must at Vivekananda Parkor opposite
Menoka Cinema

10. Muri ghonto - Defies denoscription
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11. moc-har chop - A delight even for the staunchest non
vegetarians

12. Kumro phul bhaja - In tiny little food joints around
Chittaranjan Avenue

13. Kada paker sandesh - A sure winner, especially the
jalbhara talshansh with the liquid gur filling, which is sublime
14. Darbesh - Our own version of the laddoo

15. Bondey- How does one describe this sticky sweet deli-
cacy?

16. Patishapta - A delicate crepe with a filling of coconut and
gur

17. Chhanar payesh - Better than rabdi anyday and does not
weigh your stomach down..."

Khub khide peye galo re.......




PUNJAB SWEET HOUSE AND RESTAURANT

88 Mandalay Drive, Winnipeg

Specializing in all kinds of Indian Sweets,
Snacks and Veggie Samosas.
Now SERVING MASALA DOSA AND SAMBAR

All Yegetarian Buffet: $6.95
Lunch& Dinner Buffet served 11:30am to 8pm
Every day of the Week

Excellent food and exceptional service,

For catering and take-out please call:
Gurtej Singh Malhi
Phone: 204-633-1600 « Cell: 204-997-9997

GILL'S MEAT SHOP

‘READY TO GRILL'
Meat - Grocery - Movies

Fresh Vegetables * DVD Rentals & Sales » Foreign Video Conversion

WE HAVE THE FINEST SELECTION OF
FRESH MEATS, GROCERIES, SNACKS AND A
WIDE SELECTION OF DVD's, CDS, e1C.

Our Specialties:
Tandoori Chicken - Steaks — Desi Murga
Hot Garlic Chicken - Meat Achar
Fresh Goat Meat

4-1030 Keewatin St, Winnipég, MB + 204 - 4697 - 3800
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Shattered into Pieces

Master, today in the Court, I must say

Your two eyes were gazing sharply my two eyes;

In the word of a man, about the life of a river, tall

Grasses, creepers and paddy fields. About unhappiness,

I thought all the time; men who loses his life on the height of
Himalayan has sad stories;

I want to tell you about the killing of newly wed women last

Night for the reason of dowry, her part of story; I want to say who
Killed the young boy, the story being deeply embedded in the heart
Of a Bengali mother, I want to tell you their story; they are looking
At the newly wed down in the bloody Earth, their stories.

I want to speak Sir; allow me to speak Sir at today’s court on the
Murderer’s judgement.

There is no other way, otherwise, Gloria will turn into a storm and

Will break the place into pieces, pieces and pieces.

~Shibdas Biswas




LETS LAUGH M1t
Compiled by : Vinayak Roy

What is a Volcano?

A mountain with hiccups.
What runs never walks?

Water!
I was once in a play called “Breakfast in Bed”
Did you have a big role?
No just toast and marmalade!

What does a piglet grows into ?

What are prehistoric monsters called when they sleep?
A Dinosaurs!!!!

What language they speak in Cuba?

What is myth?
A female moth.
What is heavier, a full moon or a half moon?
The full moon because it is lighter!!
Where do tadpoles change ?
A croak room!!!!

What followed the dinosaur?




A Sardarji and a Bengali, both suffering from serious diseases, share the
same room in a hospital. They were violently ill and both could not even
utter a word.

After a few days of living together, the Bengali gets really bored and wants
to start off a conversation with his fellow patient.

He realizes that he has not enough energy left to say a sentence; so he just
attempts to say a word.

After much effort he turns to the Sardarji, points his finger towards himself
and says “Bengali”.

Sardarji doesn’t want to let the poor Bengali down who has struggled so
hard to start a conversation.

Sardarji musters all his energy and says “Punjabi” gesturing the same way
as Bengali did.

Bengali is happy now and wants to continue the conversation. After much
more effort this time he says, again pointing his finger towards himself
“Sharath Bose”

Sardarji after some effort says “Devindar Singh.

Bengali is even happier that they now know each other’s names.

After some time, Bengali turns towards Sardarji and mustering all his
energy says “Cancer”—again doing the same gesture as before.

Sardarji smiles and with some effort says “Aquarius”.




Best Wishes for Durga Puja 22006
From

DINO'S GROCERY MART

460 Notre Dame Avenue
Winnipeg, MB R3B 1R5
Phone: 942-1526
Your One Stop Shopping Centre
Serving the Community of Manitoba

for the last 224 ‘ears

“Your Satisfaction is Our Business”
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INPIA PALACE RESTAURANT

770 Ellice Ave., Winnipeg, MB
Ph: 774-6061
Open 11:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.

Serves a Meal Royally Fit for a Maharaja

«  Catering for All Occasions

* Lunch and Dinner Buffet 7 Days a Week

*  Sweets are Available All the Time

e  Dine-In, Take-Out & Delivery Service on Request

We Welcome You To The India Palace
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Soft Talks
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» Specializing in 22k, 23K, 24K, Jewellery
« Repair & redesign also available

« Custom made bangles, Appraisal

For customer convenience
Open 7 days a week

Monday to Saturday 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Sunday 12:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

774.4555

692 Sargent Avenue

& HAPPY DURG A PUJA

A & ga{a?qzaa?aszsr%ﬁc s1l¥oreqor

(Formerly Un1que Fashlon and Fabrlcs) %

Local Office Head Office
829 Ellice Avenue 2785 Bourquin Cres. West
Winnipeg, MB R3G 0G3 Abbotsford, BC V2S 5A8
204-779-9900 1-604-864-8100

Open Seven
Days a Week

A Large Selection of Fabric, Readymade Suits,
Lehngas, Saris in Latest Fashions, Mink
Blankets, Bedspreads and Much Much More

& HAPPY DURG A PUJA
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FIRST DURGA PUJA BY DURGA PUJA COMMITTEE OF BICHITRA
& AN ARTICLE PUBLISHED IN FIRST AGOMONI - YEAR 1980
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ANDAMANE KOEKDIN

Kamal Malaker

As a Bengali, | always had an unusual attraction for Andaman and
Nicobar Islands. The name was after Hanuman, local slang of "Hanuman"
is Handuman and from there came Andaman. Not so long ago, during the
Japaneese occupation at the time of 2nd World War, Netaji Subhas Bose first
established the Independent Govt. of India in Port Blair, the capital, between
1942 and 1945.

From the time these islands were known to mankind shrouds of mystery
surrounded them. In historical and pre-hostorical time difficulty in accessing
these islands and in modern times the notorious British Penal Coloney added
to their intensity. '

In the 2nd Century A.D. celebrated Alexandrian Geographer Ptolemy
found his way to Andamans and first placed these on the map of the world.
He described Andamans as "Islands of Good Fortune." In the 7th Century
A.D. famous Budhist Scholar I'Tsing visited these islands and referred them
as "Andabans". Marco Polo also had his share to visit Andamans but over-
estimated the size of the islands. In the 15th Century famous Italian Explorer
Nicolo Conti arrived here and found them to be "Island of Gold".

In modern times British Governor Lord Cornwallis commisisoned a survey
of the Archepelago , by Lieutenant Archibald Blair and established first
British settlement in Port Cornwallis later Port Blair in 1789. The British
were busy expanding in the subcontinent neglecting the islands until the
first Indian War of Independence distortedly called the Sepoy Mutiny. In
1870 the British Government established their Penal Coloney in Port Blair
popularly known as "Kala Pani" or the Black Waters due to its notoriously
harsh treatment of the Freedom Fighters.

On a spring morning | was on my way from Calcutta by Indian Airlines
one and three quarter hour flight to Port Blair. The entire Archipelago
spread on the Indian Ocean like a shiney green shari with golden lining
to it. Port Balir Airport still looks like a wartime "Aerodrome", where |
met Mr. Pawar with his Maruti Wagon. On our way to the hotel the road
was beautiful | had the first glimpse of my dream. Port Blair is a blend
of a hill station and sea resort, For next five days Mr. Pawar was my constant
company, a hard working astute, businessman from Bangalore, who has made
Andaman as his home. A biologist by training helped the beautiful port
Blair Aquarium and the mini zoo; to grow.

Port Balir is a miniature India, they claim! A walk through Aberdeen
Bazar gives you the thrill of walking in coimbatur or Salur. Close your
eyes you can smell the Upmas ldle and Masala Dosas . But there are Bengalis
Gujratis, Sikhs , Upites , Karnatakis, Marathis and Oriyas who made Andaman
their home. Bengalis and Tamils are by far the majority above all other
Indians.

These are new comers. But people lived in these islands thousands

of years before outsiders stepped ashore. The local inhabitants are Australoid
Negrito ie. Onges, Jarwas and Sentinelese. They still love to live on their

40




rlys— LY S lX-lS_ aﬂy ﬁy IYIYly QS_QS_ NS—IS_ -IS_RS_RS_lS_lS_ lYIS_ QS_ ls_ly ly ly EIS_ 45_ IS_ ‘5_ IS- lS- l‘S_lS- IS- IS-QNS_

SSSTJH

own environment and culture. But in Nicobar and Southern Andaman the
natives are Sino-Burmees-Malaysian type; who loves wrestling, canoe racing,
singing and dancing. Their wealth is measured by the number of pigs and
coconut tree they own. Very happy and friendly people. During my visit
to the museum | met the Sentenalese Assistant Curator who , though, young,
his spiritual appreciation, | found to be impressive.

Bengali's always have special relation with these islands. Who knows
if Bijoy Singha before conquering Singhal stopped over-in Andamans. Local
folklore does sing about gentle visitors from the north who went south and
never to return again. Freedom Fighters who were tortured and killed or

hung were mostly Bengali. After the partition of Bengal, several hundreds
of thousands of refugees were settled in the Andamans, mostly to exploit
their agricultural and dairy skill. Now the Indian population outisde Port

Balir is mostly Bengali, who tends to the cows and the lands.

Just before the independence in 1946, 10-12 Bengali boys started a
library which gradaully grew to its present form as "Atul Smriti Samity".
which owns a large two storey building in downtown Port Blair, with all
club facilities, including an auditorium and a "Puja Mandap". Recently
they have added several rooms to their building to offer hostel facility for
visitors to Andamans, at a very cheap rate but with comfortable living.

I could not resist to meet the Bengalis of Andaman and spent several hours
exchanging feelings and ideas. A Bengali away from home is always lonely

at heart no matter how far away one is. We found something common close
to our heart.

The cellular jail, which is now a national monument, bears the bleakest
images or Indian history. Patriots like Biren Ghose, Batuk Dutta, Sachin
Sanyal, Damodar Savarkar, Vamanrao Joshi, were all tortured and hung
there. As soon as | stepped inside the jail 1 felt totally paralysed, went
into a trance; the memory of Netaji, Khudiram, Bagha Jatin haunted me
like an unshakable pain. Suddenly i stopped and leaned against a tree.
My legs refused to walk, my heart throbbed | started to perspire, | had

a morbid feeling of claustrophobia, pain in my head and back, not knowing
if 1 go further would | be able to come out again?

Doctor! Doctor, Mr. Pawar shouted, if you are tired we will come
another time. | woke up, the nightmare passed and we proceeded to see

the cellular jail. The cellular jail started in 1906 and took 10 years to complete
[t had seven pronged spruce coloured building with central tower as the
fulcrum. It had 698 cells measuring 4 x 2.7 meters. The solitary confinement
cells had their ventilators 3 meters from the floor to offer absolute isolation

to the prisoner. Now only three wings are open to public as museum.

And rest have been demolished to accommodate the new Government Hospital.

The glorious golden beaches are abound. The water has every shades
of green, turquoise and blue. The beauty of the coral deposits are one
of the finest in the world. Barren Island is famous for its boiling water
that flows from an extinct volcano. Burmah Nalla a 17km lumber operation
carried out with trained elephants. Chiriya Tapu or the Bird Island is an
exquisite bird sanctuary. Madhuban, a place where elephants are trained
by forrestors for lumbering operation.
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Ross Island just north of Port Blair was the seat of British Administration.

The British Chief Commissioner's Residence here was built on the model

of Windsor Castle is in ruins, partly due to Japanese attack and partly due
to neglect.

Mount Harriet was the summer resort of the British Chief Commissioner
is the highest point in Port Blair which offers a spectacular view of the
city.

Nicobar Islands are even greener and flatter. The beaches are out
of this world. This harbours a large contingent of Indian Navy and their
training centre. Nicobar is out of bounds for all foreign nationals. Indians
can only go to Nicobar with special permission from the Chief Commissioners.

In five days | tried to reach the soul of the Andamans, instead it bonded
me so strongly | felt a part of the land and vowed to return as soon as
| can. 1 feel little happier that | came to the Andamans, but my feelings at
the cellular jail will remain with me forever.

From the Airport [ took my plane o Madras, 1 hours flight, on my
way to Bangalore. Since April 1988 additional flights started from Delhi
via Bhubaneswar to and from Port Blair.

A MODEL OF THE CELLULAR PRISON,
PORT BLAIR
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DAY-TO~-DAY LIFE OF THE ANCTENT BENGALEES

by Ranen Sinha

Bengalees 1living away from their ancestral home of the
province of Bengal which straddles India and Bangladesh, often want
to know about their past history - racial origin, language,
culture, and the day-to-day life of their ancestors. For some,
this information is important because it is meaningful to their own
lives. For others, the information is needed so that it can be
passed on to the future generations who are born and raised in a
western country with little knowledge of Bengali history, language,
culture or lifestyle.

The purpose of this article is to give a glimpse of some
aspects of Bengali history, particularly the life-style of the
ancestors of the present Bengalees over the last two thousand
years. The main source of information gathered here is the Bengali
book Banglar Ttihash by Nihar Ranjan Roy (published in the Bengali
year 1356~ Adi Parba) who compiled his data from numerous published
and unpublished bibliographic sources. Because Bengali historians
such as Ramesh Chandra Majumder and Nihar Ranjan Roy were unable to
find any systematic history of Bengal written by ancient Bengali
scholars, they pieced together fragmentary information gathered
from a variety of literature, folklore, stone carvings, plaques and
other artifacts. Although it is frustrating to read and enjoy such
incomplete historical accounts, the present-day reader has little
choice in the matter. I hope the information given in this article
will help create a mental image of the life-style of the ancient
Bengalees.

Racial and Linquistic origin

No one knows for sure, but it seems that the modern Bengali is
a descendant of a mixture of many racial groups including Austric-
language speaking Proto-australoids, Dravidians, Mongoloids, and a
group of people who spoke many dialects of the Indo-European Aryan
language. Through the centuries, as waves of people migrated to
Bengal from southern Europe, the Middle East, through northern
India, they blended in the melting pot of those who were already
there and those coming from southern and eastern Asia. People from
these groups spoke non-Aryan languages. The traditional life in
rural Bengal still retains many aspects of the cultures, customs
and religious practices of the non-Aryan groups.

Anthropologically, the non-Aryan groups contained Proto-
australoid people who spoke the "Austris" language. Their nature
was gentle and their livelihood was simple. They ate primarily
rice and made their living from agriculture. As farmers, they not
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only cultivated rice paddies, but also grew banana, brinjal (egg
plant), gourd, lime, betel, coconut, grape-fruit, fig, turmeric,
betel-nut, and pomegranate. For a long time, the raising of dairy
cattle for milk and fuel (cow dung) was unknown to these people;
dairy cattle were later introduced by the Aryan-speaking people.
To make their clothing, they grew cotton. They also raised sheep
for wool that was used to make blankets.

When the Aryan-speaking migrants came to Bengal, they brought
a practical and advanced civilization with them. They used straw,
creepers and bamboo trees to build their houses, or they lived in
tents made of skins of animals which they hunted for food. They
were relatively sophisticated, nomadic people who cooked animal
meat on open fires and drank milk from domesticated cows. Their
worship and spiritual practices were based on Vedic religion. As
the indigenous, non-Aryan language speaking people were absorbing
their life-style, the Aryans also learned to cultivate land and
grow crops and absorb the local social and religious customs of the
farmers.

Many present Bengali spiritual practices (e.g. Tantric worship
to Goddesses), rituals and social customs owe their origin to the
ancient ncn-Aryan people. For example, the concept of rebirth
after death, worshipping trees ("Bot" tree) and animals, and the

use of stalks of rice paddies, grass, banana plants, turmeric,

betel nuts, coconut and betel leaves in many social and religious
occasions are still present today. Other non-Aryan religious
customs included worshipping the statues of many dieties in temples
and sacrificing animals as offerings to Hindu Gods.

Food and Drink

Rice was the main staple food. Although rice was cooked in
various ways, steamed rice mixed with ghee (rarefied butter) was
the most common and favourite of the Bengalees. Well-to-do people
served milk and paesh (rice cooked with milk and sugar) on
ceremonial occasions. Common people primarily ate leafy and other
vegetables in the form of Shak and Jhol (curry). We are told that
when a wife served ghee-mixed steamed rice on a banana leaf along
with Morala fish curry and Nalita shak, her husband was indeed
fortunate. The wealthier people served richer food particularly
during a wedding ceremony. During feasts, they would serve many
spicy curries made of deer, goat or bird’s meat, along with yoghurt
and many other sweet-meats (dohi, paesh, kheer). The main drink on
these occasions was water spiced with camphor (karpur). After
dinner betel leaves were served with several spices (paan).

Fish was always a favourite food of the Bengalees regardless
of their caste. Dried fish, however was forbidden as a food for
the higher castes. Moreover, Brahmins could only eat fish with
scales and white flesh such as carp, shafer, and shol. Ilish fish
was, as now, a delicacy for all Bengalees. Commonly consumed
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fruits were bananas, plums, mangoes, Jjackfruits, coconuts, and
sugar cane (used both as juice and Goor).

On the night of the full moon during Kojagori Purnima, friends
and relatives of wealthy Bengali families gathered to eat parched
rice (cheera and muri) and a variety of sweet meats prepared from
a type of cottage cheese (chana and sandesh). They often spent the
whole night playing the game of chess.

Dal or lentil curry was unfamiliar to the Bengali population,
although it was later introduced by north Indian Iimmigrants.
Familiar alcoholic beverages included those made from fermenting
rice, wheat, sugarcane juice, or palm Jjuice.

Music and Entertainment

Professional dancers (Barnama, Devadashi) and singers were
common. For example, Padmabati, the wife of the great poet Jaideb
was an accomplished dancer and singer. Major musical instruments
used by the artists included kashor, kartal, dhak, beena, flute,
mridanga and mritvanda.

Travel

Most people travelled on foot, boats, rafts, and bullock

carts. Boat travel was the most popular. Bengal has so many
rivers and waterways that Bengalees, from early days, developed a
romantic fascination for boat trips. Many poems and songs had been
composed by Bengali scholars and folk singers over the ages. 1In
Charja Giti, a Bengali poet-philosopher wrote:

The river of life is deep, moving on serenely. Both
banks of the river are muddy and there is no place to
stand still.

Elephants were also used for travel, especially by the wealthy,
though their use was mostly during battles and ceremonial
occasions. Books were written about catching elephants from
jungles, and even on treating sick elephants and other animals.
Palanquins were also used for transportation by well-to-do
families.

Clothes and Ornaments

People wore stichless clothing usually in one or two pieces.
Men wore dhoti, and women wore shari. Well-to-do men and women
also wore a second piece to cover the upper part of the body-
Uttario for men and Orna for women. Orna was often used to cover
the head of a woman {Abagunthan). Generally, neither men nor women
covered the upper part of the body. This custom seems to have
originated from the Proto-australoid, Polynesian and Melanesian
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people of the southern hemisphere. Both sexes wore various
decorative ornaments, such as earrings, necklaces, and bangles.
Many of these decorations were made of flowers of the season.
People wore shoes made of leather and wood; but footwear was common
only among the wealthy. It is noteworthy that the rural population

did not always approve of the decorative jewellery worn by the
urban men and women.

Mores, Morality and Marriage customs

In the third and fourth century A.D. the young men and women
of the urban society of Gour (Bengal) were relatively free in
practising their love and courtship customs. Although not socially
accepted in the strict sense, it was not uncommon for men and women
of high castes and the royal households to engage in sexual
relationships with partners from the lower strata of the society.
Again, such practices were frowned upon by more conservative rural
people who lived a simple life with straight forward moral codes.
It was possible to marry a man or woman from a lower caste provided

adequate dowries were paid. The dowry payment system was common in
a variety of forms.

The practice of training temple dancers (Debadashi) and royal
court dancers (Rajnartaki) became most popular in the eighth

century A.D. These attractive women who were skilled in the arts’

of dancing, and singing and instrumental music, exerted
considerable influence on the upper echelons of the Bengali society
during the reign of the Sen and Burman kings. The vast majority of
Bengali people however, lived by a set of ideals obtained from the
Vedic Hindu religion of India. These ideals included devotion to
the spouse, chastity, self-control, and tolerance.

Monogamy was the accepted social custom although Brahmans
(Kulin) from time to time approved polygamy to preserve their
caste. Widowhood was considered a great misfortune, and widows
were expected to live a life of austerity. The society was often
less than fair in their treatment of women. Assaults and rape of
women were not uncommon, but the society was forgiving especially
towards the victims who were accepted to their full social status
once certain religious rites (Prayaschitta) were performed.

Thus through integrating the social and cultural practices of
various people of different ethnic and geographic origin, the
ancient Bengalees were able to lead orderly and balanced lives. It
is on the basis of these firm historical roots the modern Bengali
culture has evolved and diversified into the rich melange that we
experience today.

46

A R SR R e e e

~™m o e

. m

|
Q



A SOJOURN OVER WATERS

by Ashish Baneriji

During my travels around the globe, I have come across several
quaint names for lakes, falls and rivers which I found quite
fascinating. Humans have an infatuation with bodies of water, and
the names given to them provide an insight into the feelings of
wonder, awe and reverence with which people view these works of
nature.

In Zambia, "Mosi-O-Tunya" meaning "smoke that thunders", so
aptly describes the Victoria Falls on the Zambezi River, whose
plume of mist and ceaseless noise can be seen and heard for scores
of miles all around. "Lake Naivasha" or "heaving waters" in Kenya
obviously stems from the effect that an expanse of water can have
on the human mind.

Some names like the "Me Tuku Tuku" falls in Zambia or "Lake
Titicaca" in South America just have a lilting ring to them; others
like the "Minehaha Falls" in Minnesota also have ancient legends
associated with them. The Japanese believed that two holy snakes
spanned the "Daiya river" at Nikko, while upto the present day,
mystery and curiosity surrounds the "Loch Ness".

Closer to home, we have the "Keepeekwanapeekeepakeechewonk™ in
Manitoba, which stands for "stone resting on the river bed and
water flowing over it". Although I have yet to visit this spot, I
have no difficulty in visualising a crystal clear and placid stream
gently babbling its way over a rocky bed. What an idyllic setting
to lay down and rest, certainly a far more attractive place than
"Winnipeg" or "muddy waters".

Paddling a boat on the "Lake Minnewanka" in Banff, I could
comprehend the feelings of the native Indian, who on being
overwhelmed by the breathtaking beauty of his setting among the
majestic mountains, coined this name meaning "Great Spirit in the
Water". I realised why people had begun attaching divinity to
water, and in the course of time, converted places such as
"Pushkar" into centres of pilgrimage.

Jdud

Names abound which have been enshrined in music (such as the
"Seine" and the "Danube"), in poetry ("Lake Windemere") and
literature (Huck Finn’s "Mississippi"); in travel lore (the "Nile")

and in mythology (rivers "Ganga" and "Saraswati"). Rivers such as
"Sindhu" (which was corrupted to Indus by the Europeans), have seen
history unfold through the ages, as hordes of Aryans, Greeks and
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Mongols crossed over it into the plains of India, the country that
derived her name from it.

If these waters could speak, they would weave such enchanting
tales of the past, of civilizations that rose in their cradles and
owed so much to their nurturing. 1In fact, they could go further
beyond, to the beginnings of the earth itself. This primeval and
desolate setting, so foreboding and cold, I experienced firsthand
on the "Athabasca Glacier". Since creation of life began in the
oceans, surely water must hold the secret to life itself. No
wonder legendary explorers like Ponce de Leon spent futile years
searching for the fabled "fountain of youth" in South America. Or
at the least, it must be a "Source of Wisdom" as the "Chih Pen" hot
springs of Taiwan signify.

The names of waters, and stories associated with them must be
innumerable. They reflect the moods, the colours, the fears and
the aspirations that people attach to water. Even in the New
World, names such as the "Bridal Veil", "The Fairy Falls" or the
"Feather Falls" try to express the feelings of beauty and charm
with which these wonders were viewed.

However, the most fascinating names that I have come across
originate in Eastern India. "Subarnarekha™ (meaning golden line),
"Roopnarayan", "Brahmaputra" (son of Brahma) and "Tungabhadra" are
some of these words that so naturally roll off the tongue, and
conjure up such enchanting visions of nature’s creations, each

t taking on individual character and personality. I can remember,
during my journeys, as our train rolled over these vibrant rivers,
I marvelled at their sight, sometimes so picturesque and beckoning,
at other times swollen and forbidding. How small and humble I felt
in their presence, as I wondered that surely my forefathers must

, have been touched as deeply as me to have come up with these
magnificent names. I seemed to reach back through the ages and
became lost in the common images that united ne in mind and spirit

| with all the others who had travelled this same route before me.
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In Commemoration of
The One Hundreth Anniversary

of the Visit to Winnipeg by

Swami Vivekananda

(1863 - 1902)
The First Hindu Missionary to

visit North America.

On his way to address the World Parliament of Religions at

Chicago, Swamiji arrived from Vancouver by CPR Express on
July 30, 1893 and departed by train the following day.

By his eloquence and depth of knowledge Swami Vivekananda
prrofoundly influenced audiences around the world.

His Vedantic Message of Harmony, Peace and Progress has a
universal and eternal appeal.

The following organizations are proud to install this plaque at
the site of the former CP Railway Station, as a historic landmark
in our heritage.

Bichitra - Bengali Association of Manitoba

Gujarati Cultural Society of Manitoba

Hindu Society of Manitoba

India Association of Manitoba

Vedanta Society of Winnipeg Winnipeg, 1993




BEST WISHES FOR DURGA PUJA 2006

FROM

DIDAR GROCERY MART

110 ADAMAR ROAD
WINNIPEG , MANITOBA , R3T3M3
PH : 204 -275- 6060, FAX : 204 275 - 6060

EAST INDIAN GROCERY AND SPICES , BEANS , LENTILS
PICKLES ,CHUTNEY AND CANADIAN GROCERIES

’

YOUR ONE STOP SHOPPING CENTRE
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Bichitra members with Indian High Commissioner Mrs. Shyamala
Kausik (L) and Members of Hindu Society of Manitoba (R)
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Connected to Winpipeg Con
Centre by enclosed w

India is on the move. So is East India Company of Canada.

WINNIPEG OTTAWA MONTREAL

.

L 3

204-947-3097 514-344-2217

Celebrating 35 years in Winnipeg!
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SUNRISE INTERNATIONAL

TOURS & TRAVEL SERVICES

Appointed
Agents for

Aeroflot
Aircanada

Air france

Air Jamaica
Alitalia
Austrian Airline
British Airways
British Midland
BWIA

Cathay Pacific
Cubana

Czech airlines
Delta

Egypt Air
Emirates

Finn Air

KLM

Kuwait Airways
Lot Polish
Lufthansa

LTU International
Malev
Mexicana
Middle East
North West
Qantas

Qatar Airways
PIA

Royal Air Morocco
Sabena

Saudi Arabian
Swiss Air
Turkish

United Airlines
U.S Airlines
West coast Air
West Jet

Best Possible fares for
Middle East—Africa—Asia—Europe—Indian Sub-
Continents—Caribbean— South America

MEMBER
/\The Chamber

FACRAGE TheWinnipeg Chamber of Commerce

HOTEL
& CAR
BOOKING

ACTA

SN T SR,
ASSOCIATION OF CANADIAN TRAVEL AGENTS

TATA

VISA &
PASSPORT
Application
& Assistance

BUSINESS
& COR-
- PORATE
TRAVEL

TRAVEL
Insurance
Blue Cross
& Voyager

“Heavy Equipment Rental
Association of Manitoha”

Full Service Travel Agency With

804 SARGENT AVENUE, WINNIPEG MB, R3E 0BS,
VISIT US : www.sunrisecanada.com
PH: (204) 779 6099, FAX: (204) 779 5610.




