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INDIA PALACE
RESTAURANT

Serves a meal Royally Fit for a Maharaja

e Sweets are available all the times.
e CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS

Lunch & Dinner Buffet
7 Days a Week ¢ Lunch $5.99

4-208 Marion Street 598 Ellice Avenue
Winnipeg Winnipeg
Ph. 237-7126 Ph. 774-6061

Wednesday Night Vegetarian Special
All You can Eat!

We Welcome You p)o
INDIA PALACE RESTAURANT
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Programme

Friday, 18th October ,1996 Saturday, 19th October, 1996
Mahasashti & Mahasaptami Mahashtami

8:00am to 2:00pm 8:30am to 2:00pm

Bodhan Puja

Amantran Pushpanjali

Puja Maha Yogga

Pushapanjah
Prasad Bitaran

7:00pm to 10:00pm
Sandhya Arati

7:00pm to 9:00pm
Sandhya Arati1 & Cultural Programme

11:30pm to 12:30am

Cultural Programme Sandhi Puja

Sunday, 20th October,1996 Monday, 21st October ,1996
Mahanabami Vijoya Dashmi

8:30am to 2:00pm 8:30am to 2:00pm

Puja Puja

Pushpanjali Pushpanjali

Prasad Bitaran

7:00pm to 9:00pm

Prasad Bitaran
Sindur Utsav

Sandhya Arati1 & Cultural Programme

Saturday, 26th October, 1996

Kojagari Lakshmi Puja

6:00pm to 10:00pm

Puja
Sandhya Arati
Prasad Bitaran

***Please confirm all imings at the temple 774-9197
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TECASTIEET Gosvusncssrarsonistanessrviesmobsionsissanasbnsensons Pranab Roy
EXeeUlive MEeTbers . o v i oo it o Pradip Maiti
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Shika Maiti

Manas Banerji
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Editor's Note

It is my great pleasure to be the editor of our annual magazine AGOMONI. For several
years AGOMONI has been linked to our greatest festival, Durga Puja. It is the only medium to
promote our interest in Bengali literature.

In India, although Durga Puja is known as the festival of Bengal, people from all over India
celebrate this festival under different names in different provinces. Bengali people throughout the
world celebrate Durga Puja in the autumn season. This when nature is rich in its color and beaut.y
to inspire the mind for joy and happiness.

In general there are two aspects of this festival, one being religious and the other social.
AGOMONI reflects the social aspects of the festival and remind us to share our happiness with
each other. At this auspicious occasion I welcome you all on behalf of Bichitra. I wish all the

members and their families good health, happiness and prosperity.

Sikha Maiti



Pyja Committee Chairperson's message

On the auspicious occasion of Durga Puja, we wish to extend our greetings
to all the members of Bichitra and well wishers. Durga Puja 1s an expression of
our reverence to Mother Durga and a festival of joy which unites men, women
and children. We express our deep appreciation to all of you who have extended
their cooperation to make this annual festivity a success. We are particularly
grateful to the Executive Committee and Trustees of the Hindu Society of
Manitoba for their cooperation. Our Cultural Commuttee, Food Committee and
members of Bichitra have worked hard to present you a rich and enjoyable Puja
evening. Your presence during the cultural programme will be a great
inspiration to us. The publication of "Agonons" has been possible not only
through the efforts of many contributing writers but also through the
contribution and cooperation of our many advertisers to whom we extend our
sincere thanks.

Wish you all a Happy Durga Puja
Sumita Biswas
(chairperson, Durga Puja Committee)
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A Message from the President of Bichitra

It is an honour and a pleasure for me as President of Bichitra to extend my greetings to
all the members of Bichitra.

I commend the members for their commitment in preserving and promoting our
culture and heritage through AGOMONI. There are tow aspects of this festival, one being
religious and the other being social. According to the religious belief, this is the time to adore
Devi Durga for her inspirations in granting us cou-.rage and strength. Socially, Durga Puja
brings us closer to one another, strengthening the relationships between one another. It
reminds us to share our happiness with others.

Best wishes for a most enjoyable festival and for joy, happiness and health for the

Bengali community of Manitoba.

Yours Sincerely,

Pradip K. Maiti
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With Best Compliments
from

PINKY'S PIZZA

If vou have tried the rest-Now try the best!
DELIVERY & PICK-UP is 8
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Tel : (204) 943-9999
331 Hargrave St.,
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Bengali New Year’s Celebration
1996

Youth Members of Bichitra

performing at
Diwali Mela Celebration - 1995

Bichitra’s Activities
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e BIRTHDAY, WEDDING AND ANNIVERSARY CAKES.
e WEDDING FLOWERS, AND BRIDE’S MAIDS FLOWERS.
e REGULAR OR HELIUM BALLOONS FOR ALL BIRTHDAYS,
WEDDING PARTY AND HALL DECORATIONS.
e CUSTOM MADE ARRANGEMENTS - SILK AND FRESH FLOWERS
FRUIT BASKETS.
e BASKETS FOR FLOWER GIRLS AND CORSAGES AND BOUTONNIERES.
e CUSTOM MADE HAIR CLIPS - CAR TOPPER RENTAL FOR WEDDINGS
AND BEDI DECORATIONS AND FRESH HAARS (GARLANDS)

DOLLY MATHARU
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PROBLEMS By Sourabh Maiti

1.

2.

I have 7 coins in my pocket. They add up to $1.20 what are the coins?

I went to the market to sell 50 animals. I sold horses for $20, cows for $10 and
chickens for $5. I left the market with $500 in my pocket. How many of each animals
did I sell?

A man walks into a butcher shop. He asks for 100kg of meat, but the butcher sells 24kg,
17kg, 23kg, 16kg, 39kg and 40kg of meat packets. He refuses to cut or break them up.
Later, the man walks out of the store with 100kg of meat, how many of each packet did
he buy to make 100kg? ( the man does not have to buy each packet)

An account named Mary Young has 4 clients who are artists, including a painter. Each
one employs Mary to manage his money and keep him on a tight budget- but as
happens nearly every month, each one has also asked Mary for an "emergency"
increase in hismonthly allowance so he can buy more supplies. Can you match each
artist (their last names are Roy, Singh, Thakur, and Verma) with his profession and the
amount of money he demanded for supplies for this month?

1. The sculptor ( who isn't Mr. Roy asked for the most money: $200.

2. Mr. Singh asked for twice as much as the pianist.

3. The one who asked for $125 isn't the writer.

4. Mr. Thakur( who isn't the writer) asked for $25.

The answers are on39.

CISEERT

Greetings from

Pradip, Sikha, Soubhik & Sourabh

Maiti




QUOTABLE QUOTES

Our worth is not determined by what we have, but by what we do with what we have.
If you want to feel rich, just count all the things you have that money can't buy.
Contentment is not found in having everything, but in being satisfied with everything you have.

Life is ten percent how we make it, ninety percent how we take it.

What you hope to be like tomorrow depends on the choices you make today.
One of the best things about future is that it comes one day at a time.

The most rewarding end of life is to know the life that never ends.

The highest kind of giving is done from the bottom of the heart.

Purity in the heart produces power in the life.

A song in the heart puts a smile on the face.

A thankful heart enjoys blessings twice - when they're received and when they're remembered.

Often life's greatest barriers become life's greatest blessings.
Yor every problem there is a solution - even if it's learning to live with the problem.
Doing what is right is never wrong.

He who overempbhasizes the faults of others underestimates his own.
A person all wrapped up in himself makes a pretty small package.
For every minute you are angry, you loose 60 seconds of happiness.
False humility 1s true pride.

Our job is not to see through one another, but to see one another through.

It's easy to stand with a crowd; it takes courage to stand alone.

A hurting person needs a helping hand, not an accusing finger.

A gentle word of complement falls lightly but it carries a lot of weight.

A word of encouragement can make the difference between giving up or going on.

Sometimes we are so busy adding up our troubles that we forget to count our blessings.
If you can't think of anything to be thankful for, you have a poor memory.
If we pause to think, we'll have cause to thank.

The best way to break a bad habit is to drop it .
If you remove the rocks, the brook will loose its song.
Learn from the mistakes of others; you may not live long enough to make them all yourself.

Loneliness is being unaware of the One who is with us everywhere.
Many people are lonely because they build walls instead of bridges.

Privileges and responsibility are two sides of the same coin.

Silence can be valuable; don't break it unless you can improve on it.

Failure is not defeat unless you stop trying.

Courage isn't having the strength to go on - it's going on when you don't have the strength.
Patience is a virtue that carries a lot of wait.

Shubha Das
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MOSAIC: made my day at last.......
(1)

The lines, I write take me to past

Young I was, fearless, stumbled on my way

Fell and rose, never turned back, made my day at last.......

The land I chose, made me weary

Never repented, made my way at last....

In search of Knowledge, inundated with desire

Cometh the [ad, never looked back, made my day at last.......
(2)

Values I carry is not the matter of the past

It is in my heart, continue to remind me of the past, made my day at last.......

Care and share, be one with others

Thats what I want to pass on to others

Foods, clothes and rituals, not different from others

Together that maKes “mosaic”, made my day at last.......

Dance and music is in my blood

It is to be cherished, pass on to others like a flood

Together that maKes the mosaic, made my day at last.......
(3)

Our women and children need to be cared

Help them feel, the land they live, nothing to scare

Together that makes the mosaic, made my day at [ast.......

Let them choose with the values in mind

Held your hand as they stumble and grind

That makes the mosaic, made my day at last.......
(4)

Youth carrying the banner of tomorrow

Let them learn to live and share

Together that makes the mosaic, made my day at [ast.......

Care and share, be one with others

Thats what [ want to pass it to others

MaKkes the mosaic, made my day at [ast....

No more hatred, discrimination away

Thats the youth to be, we Know of today

Together that makes the mosaic, made my day at last....
(5)

‘Equal opportunity, faith in the system

‘That shall grow without any fear in each custom

Together that makes the mosaic, made my day at last....

Live and let live with hope and share

That is Canada, a [and we are here

Held your hand, let not stumble

That makes the mosaic, made my ‘stay’ at [ast....

Shibdas Biswas
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FUNDAMENTALISM
By Bibhuti Mandal

Very often we come across the word Fundamentalism. What is Fundamentalism? It is
fanaticism, and blind belief in the unjustified, unscientific and obsolete teachings of some religious
teachers or books. It is a belief without reasoning and there is no place for arguments.

We know that most of the major religions of the world are at least one thousand years old.
Founders of all those religions were human beings in the world which was at least one thousand
years less experienced in all respect than the modern world. At that time world was not so
advanced materially and scientifically. As philosophies, thoughts, lifestyles and moralities have
direct relations with the material world, so such old teachings may get irrelevant to the modern
world, which got lots of new experiences during the past one thousand years. People who don’t
want to accept new morals, lifestyles or philosophies of life , try to hinder or stop this normal
course of changes , advocate for old and unjustified values, rely only on old beliefs are
fundamentalists. These people don’t believe in freedom of thinking.

There are two types of fundamentalism. One develops from the pehaviour of some people,
who may have some advantages in some old systems. Caste systems in Hindu society is one of the
examples of this. This old obsolete and unscientific system is still there in Hindu society, as most
of the people off the so called top most caste want it to stay, as it gives them a special status in
society. Caste system has been ailing Hindu society since long ago. Although caste system is
contradictory to the great Hindu philosophy, it is still there. It’s true that it is fading away, the
society should free itself from this fundamental system completely and as early as possible.

Another type of fundamentalism is related to the very philosophy of some religions. It is
related to the foundation of the particular religion. If any religion wants to tell, that it is the only
true way to achieve perfection, Heaven or God, or if any religious master tells that he 1s the last or
only person to show true way or only resort to get spiritual salvation.

Then in this case with the change of the material world large number of the followers of
these particular religions feel uncomfortable, insecure and confused to change from their old
belief, lifestyles and moralities. They think any change will destroy the very foundation of their
particular religions and if they accept new ways of life then they will be cursed by god and their
particular religious master, whom they have been following since long ago. So sometimes
Fundamentalism brings lots of violence as Fundamentalists want to defend their old values

violently. In this way Fundamentalism is contradictory to the normal flow of civilization.



Unlike Hindu society, Hinduism is wonderfully free from Fundamentalism! Hinduism was
founded and based on complete freedom of thinking. It does not confine to any single book or
simple founder. It is a combination of lots of philosophical theories, deep thinking and practical
findings of many sages, philosophers and even of ordinary people. It has no date of birth. It is a
continuous process since time immemorial, which gets changed with the change of times and the
material world. It is an endless endeavour for betterment of life. It is still developing and will
continue to develop with new idea and new way of life. Hinduism of the modern age is not the
same as 1t was six thousand years ago.

In this way Hinduism, the oldest religion of the world stay evergreen. There is no place of
stagnancy in Hinduism. It recognizes all religions of the world as a way to achieve god or
perfection. It recognizes freedom of every individual to choose their own ways of life, according
to their free arguments, thinking and choices. Not a single Hindu religious master told that he 1s

the only or last person to have learned of, or the last resort to get salvation.
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b N=W DELHI
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724 SARGENT AVENUE, WINNIPEG, MANITOBA, R3E 0B2
TEL./FAX. (204) 772-4055

LARGEST SELECTION IN WINNIPEG 22K GOLD JEWELRY
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Rani Haars * New Patta Chains * Earings * Chains * Pendants * Wedding Sets

Certified Jewellers
INCREDIBLE PRICES!
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* EXPERT REPAIRS - WHILE YOU WAIT!

* 24K BANGLES & KARAS - WHILE YOU WAIT!
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WRITTEN 24K GOLD QUALITY GUARANTEE
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MEMORIES OF CHILDHOOD
RANEN SINHA

Reflecting on your past could be a pleasure or pain. Since everyone's life is neatly woven with
both good experiences and bad experiences, fun-filled reminiscing depends on how vou have
colored "your" life events with your perceptions when you make withdrawals from your memory
bank. I recall both types of experiences from my childhood as I grew up as part of a modest
zaminder family in a Bengali village in pre-independence India. To my good fortune, my good
memories through the passage of time have overshadowed most of my bad ones. Nowadays, after
60 plus years, impressions of these experiences come to me like fragrances of distant flowers
blown by gentle breezes. They are good material for happy daydreaming. I shall share with you
some of the perceptions of my early childhood lived in bygone days in a far away place.

I grew up in the 1930's in a scenic, tropical village along the foothills of the eastern Himalayas -
the village of Purbadhala, in the district of Mymensing in Bangladesh. We lived in a joint family
group with several small nuclear family units. Members of a family unit including father, mother,
children and grandparents, lived under one roof. As zamindars the families collectively owned
large landed property with the right to collect crops and taxes from the farmer-tenants. These
family units lived in separate houses with corrugated tin roofs, wooden walls and mud or cement
floors and shared a common kitchen, temples and parlors and administrative offices. In the
kitchen senior women from different family units took turns to plan the meals, cook or supervise
the servants and cooks employed in the kitchen. Of course, mothers in each family house also
prepared small meals, such as breakfasts and snacks. Almost every lunch and dinner menu
included rice, fish curry, dal (lentil soup), a vegetable curry and leafy vegetables (shak). A variety
of freshly caught fish, particularly carp, caught daily from the freshwater streams and lakes by
fishermen and sold in the village market, were served at each meal; fish eating was much
cherished. Goat meat curry was also served a few times a month. We really looked forward to
eating meat curry, cooked with hot curry spices. We ate fresh and cooked vegetables daily - such
as potatoes, eggplant, gourd, radishes, daikon, string beans, cauliflower etc. There was no
electricity in the village so we did not have refrigerators or electrical cooking gadgets. Food was
cooked with coal and wood in clay stoves and ovens. We ate with our right hands, sitting on
wooden seats on the floor. It was bad manners to talk loudly or make sounds while we chewed our
food. We had to wash our hands with soap and water and mouth by gargling with water several
times after each time we ate food. If we missed once we were considered dirty and unfit to work

in a kitchen or temple. This is one of the most well-ingrained eating habits that I had difficulty



changing when I adopted a western life style. Cleanliness in the kitchen was like a religion. The
servants took great care to scrub and shine the brass and metal pots and pans with ashes, soil and
water. Much of the dish washing was done with sparkling clean water from ponds and lakes
nearby. The main meal, lunch, was served between 11 and 12 noon and dinner around 9-11 p.m.
At each meal children ate in the first batch, adults second and cooks and servants in the third
batch. There was much fun eating curries made with a variety of vegetables mostly grown in our
own gardens in a monsoon-~drenched lush tropical land.

Even though we did not have any modern toys, we improvised and played many interesting
games, with brothers, sisters, cousins and servents' children. I remember playing cricket and
soccer (we always called the game football) on smooth lush green fields. To play soccer we often
used grapefruit as balls. Adults in our house were crazy about the winning and losing of the ball
games of the two famous great Bengal football teams - Mohonbagan and East Bengal. Every
morning, when the daily newspaper was delivered, they opened the last page (sports page) first
to see which teams had won. Then they argued at length about the merits and playing strategies
of particular players. We listened to these discussions with rapt attention and thought that the
greatest ambition in our lives would be to be football stars.

We also played hide-and-seek games using haystacks, and various household nooks and corners
as our hiding places.

Swimming was another daily activity that we enjoyed. Because we had two large ponds and a
large lake (Rajdhala Bill, area about 2 square miles) surrounding our house, everyone took their
bath there and swam with much pleasure. There were no showers or bathtubs in our houses, only
small enclosures in which older people or some ladies and small children could use buckets of
water to bathe. Bathing was something of a ritual. Just before lunch we rubbed our bodies
thoroughly with mustard oil and plunged into the lake. There was quite a bit of horseplay. Good
swimmers swam a fair distance, whereas the children stayed near the shore, sprinkled water and
played water-games with one another. Sometimes, to the consternation of our mothers, we spent
longer than an hour in the water.

Our village had no automobile. Bullock carts, horses and elephants and palanquins were the
main modes of transportation. We children used to have great fun swinging behind a bullock cart
and travelling to the other end of the village without the knowledge of the dozing cart driver
plying his good on the village's sole unpaved highway. We were punished, once in a while, when
our parents found out about such unsafe activity.

Attending school, studying at home, doing home work - were taken as serious activities. We
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went to the village primary school with our siblings after a bath and lunch in the late morning,
carrying a small clay slate, chalk, books and pencils in a shoulder bag. Each student went to
school. We paid much attention to the teacher who usually was quite strict and intimidating. If
we misbehaved and talked in class he would punish us by boxing our ears, letting us stand outside
the class room or in serious cases by strapping our hands. Still, most of us respected our teachers
and valued learning to read, write and do arithmetic. We were taught in both Bengali and English
languages. We accepted without question the need for obedience, discipline and respect as the
integral part of our teacher-student relationship.

We did not resent the system even though it was quite authoritarian and in some cases even
abusive to children. At home we studied in the evening with the light of a hurricane lantern before
dinner. We read the passages from the text loudly as we swayed forwards and backwards. Later
I'speculated that we must have done the swaying and shouting, first to keep the mosquitoes away,
and then to keep ourselves from dozing off. Some evenings the mosquitoes were so bad that I
remember wrapping the exposed parts of my hands and legs with cloth and moved more
vigorously than ever as I read. Somehow, I felt that shouting loudly would chase the mosquitoes
away.

Some of the things that we especially looked forward to doing were: going to the village open
market with our fathers or older servants(whom we respected and addressed like elder brothers);
riding a bicycle, horse or, the best of all, riding elephants. Our maternal uncles, who were also
zamindars in Narayandahar, a neighboring village, used to send one of their elephants to take us
to their house and bring us back home ("Mamar Bari"). We loved those trips.

The stories that we most liked to listen to from the elders were about tigers raiding our village
at night, killing the villagers, ghosts in a haunted house or those who lived under a banyan tree
and also about the catching of big fishes.

Of all the religious festivities, there were many, we looked forward to Durga Puja the most. We
received gifts of new and colorful clothes bands played, priests prayed and people visited. For four
days we distributed foods as offerings from Mother Durga, to our tenants who were invited with
their families. During each Puja day we invited 300~400 of them for a feast, regardless of their
castes or religious distinctions. Children played a major role in distributing rice, curry, pulao,
kalia, and various sweetmeats to the guests. There was so much harmony and good feeling among
the people assembled even though many were poor and belonged to the untouchable castes.

These are some of the delightful memories I cherish from my childhood days.
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ANSWERS FOR SOURABH'S PROBLEMS
1. I have four quaters, one dime and two nickles in my pocket.

2. Isold 20 chickens, 20 cows and 10 horses at the market.
3. The man bought four 17kg packets and two 16kg packets.

4. The sculptor asked for $200, more than anybody else (clue 1). The one who asked for §125
isn't the writer (clue 3) or the pianist (or some would have asked for $250 - clue 2), so he is the
painter. Thakur asked for $25, he is not the writer (Clue 4), so he is the pianist. Roy asked for
$50 (Clue 2), so he isn't the sculptor or painter: he is the writer. Finally, the sculptor isn't Singh
(Clue 1), so he is Verma and by elemination Singh is the painter.

Mr. Verma- Sculptor $200 Mr. Roy- Writer $50

Mr. Singh-~ Painter $125 Mr. Thakur- Pianist $25
RIDDLES By Sourabh Maiti
1. What hgs an cin the beginning, and an ¢ at the end, but has only one letter in it?
2. What kind of weed does not grow in a garden?
3. What goes over the hills, through the hollows, always kills, but never swallows?
4. What does an ear of corn with dandruff have?
5. What is the best way to remove varnish?
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Greetings from
Shib Das, Sumita,

Nandita & Sharmila
Biswas
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NEW DELHI Restaurant
749 Ellice Avenue

774-1371

Specializing in East Indian Food
Open 7 Days a week

Luncheon Buffet - $4.50 Monday - Saturday

OPEN

MONDAY TO THURSDAY 11:30 A.M. TO 10:30 P.M.
FRIDAY TO SUNDAY 11:30 A.M. TO 11:00 P.M.

Take Out and Delivery Service on Request

Bbadresb Bbatt's Henry Armstrong Locations

3129 PORTAGE AVENUE 1859 PORTAGE AVENUE
WINNIPEG, MB R3K 0W4 WINNIPEG, MB R3J 0G8
PHONE: (204) 889-3030 PHONE: (204) 832-9376

FAX: (204) 889-6941 FAX: (204) 889-5602

¢ INSTANT PRINTING v CARBONLESS FORMS

v COMMERCIAL PRINTING v INVOICES & STATEMENTS
v FLYERS v NEWSLETTERS

v SOCIAL TICKETS v BROCHURES

v LETTERHEADS v TYPESETTING

v ENVELOPES v RESUMES

v BUSINESS CARDS v FAX SERVICE

v FULL COLOUR LASER COPIES v BINDERY SERVICE (Cerlox)
v LAMINATING v OFFICE SUPPLIES

* PRINTING « COPYING * TYPESETTING * and more!!
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