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Bengali Club of Manitoba




V.l.P. SUPERMARKET

The oldest and friendliest Indian Grocery Store in Winnipeg

739 Ellice Ave. Phone 774-867 1

PUJA GREETINGS TO OUR CUSTOMERS

- DAL - MASALA - ATTA

- GOAT MEAT — PICKLES

— DEHRADUN No. 1 BASMATI RICE

- FRESH VEGETABLES

< - SPECIAL PUJA DISCOUNT ON BULK PURCHASES-

— LARGEST SELECTION OF ORIGINAL
HINDI VIDEO MOVIES IN TOWN

[

— OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK - AMPLE FREE PARKING

"ASUN AJ KE V.LP. JAI AUR SAB SAUDA KINI"




PUJA COMMITTEE 1984

Chairman ................ SHIBDAS BISWAS

Vice-Chairman ........... KAMAL MALAKER

Treasurer ............... ASIM ROY
Co-ordinators............ KRISHNA BAL (Cultural Programme)

JAYA ROY (Food)
RATNA BOSE (Decoration)
MAITREYI BANERJEE (Puja)
Members ................. REENA GANGULI
SHIKHA MAITI
PRATUL BISWAS
PALLAB GANGULI
SUBRATA CHAKRABARTY
ARUNACHAL ROY
Priest ...t JAYANTA BANERJEE
Editor (Agomoni) ........ SUNU DAS




PROGRAMME 1984

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30th

Mahasashtl ssesavsissnmans Bodhan 5p.m. - 10 p.m.
Amantran
Puja
Pushpanjali
Prasad Bitaran

MONDAY, OCTOBER 1

Mahasaptami .............. Puja 9a.m. - 1p.m.
Pushpanjali
Prasad Bitaran
Sandhya Arati 8 p.m.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 2

Mahashtami ............... Puja 9a.m. -2 p.m.
Pushpanjali
Prasad Bitaran
Sandhi Puja 7:22 p.m.-8:10 p.m.
Kumari Puja 8:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m.

Sandhya Arati

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 3

Mahanabami ............... Puja 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Pushpanjali
Prasad Bitaran
Maha Yoggya 2 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Sandhya Arati 8 p.m.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 4

Bijoya Dashami ........... Puja 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Pushpanjali

Darpan Bisarjan
Prasad Bitaran

Sindur Utsav 2 p.m.



SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6

Bijoya Sanmelani ......... Cultural Function 7 p.m.- 10 p.m.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 9

Kojagari Lakshmi Puga .... Puja 8 p.m.- 11 p.m.
Sandhya Arati
Prasad Bitaran

4 )
Dorion Insurance [AUROPA(|

509 Ellice Avenue Winnipeg, Manitoba R3B 1Y8

Ph: 786-8874 772-3301
We make house calls (by appointment)

- INSURANCE for your HOME,
your BUSINESS, your CAR

and YOU !
AUTOPAC RENEWALS N
LICENCE PLATES Kulwant S. Brar Manager
VEHICLE REGISTRATION Res BA2-~4507

HOMEOWNER - TENANTS PACKAGES - BUSINESS - LIFE - DISABILITY

- RR.SP. - ANNUITY
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For Your Dream Holidays !!! N

Contact the
Professionals at

261 Kennedy Street
Phone: 943-0596

)

ASHOK PURI

General Tours and Travel Service

* We are specidlists in fares to India, Bangladesh,
Colombo and Pakistan

* Enquire about our special one way immigrant
fares.

* We provide immigration assistance.

* Computerised and fully authorised.
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For all your needs in Fabrics

BEST OF INDIA
690 Sargent at Victor Phone 786-4622

AN 3¢ SAREES and SUITS
- (SHALWAR KAMEEZ)

3% LATEST FASHIONS and
JEWELLERY

3% 220 VOLTS SMALL
APPLIANCES

3% LATEST IN HOME
ENTERTAINMENT

5 3+ AUDIO TAPES AVAILABLE
REDEEM THESE COUPONS:

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENm
10% OFF ON = 10% OFF ON
Dollar Print or §  Satin Stripe

Threaded Saree = Plain or Print Saree

1 COUPON PER SAREE = 1 COUPON PER SAREE
EENEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEENEENEEEEEEE

- 10% OFF ON s 10% OFF ON
+ &« Metallic Stripe "V* or "U" Neck

AR 3 PC Matching 3 PC Jumping
@AM Suit

Design Suit
1 COUPON PER SUIT 1 COUPON PER SUIT




EDITORIAL

At a time when the threatening cloud
of nuclear war 1is hanging over the world
and people all over are voicing for an
everlasting peace, it is proper that we are
celebrating "Durga Puja". One of the many
attributes of Goddess Durga is that She dwells
upon all the existence as Peace. Durga,
Herself, is also Shakti, the Source of eternal
energy. Durga Puja means sustaining the
inner  strength  through peace, that is
worshipping Shakti in the form of Durga.

Durga Puja, in India, 1is traditionally
known as the festival of Bengali people.
Bengalis, wherever they 1live either at home
or abroad, always want to be a part of this
auspicious and happy occasion. It is a time
of Joy, a time of homecoming and sharing
love.

As we enter in the fifth year of our
celebration in Winnipeg, we welcome you to

join us.



Heartiest Durga Fuja and Depawali
Greelings from
INDIA FABRIC CENTRE
remains open 7 days a week, 9am-8pm

599 Iice Ave. Phone: 775-18lI

Banarsi Sitk Sarees
/imported from India

Frinted Sarees
imported from Japan

Saree Falls, Pali Kors,
Blouses, Jewellery,
Bangles, Ear Rings
and lots more imported
for you from India.

We have a large
selection of Sarees so
visit us fo salisty your
needs and save
money on our Special
Sales.




Bichitra

(Bengali Club of Manitoba)

On the auspicious occasion of Durga Puja, my family and I
wish to extend our heartiest greetings to all members of 'BICHITRA',
Bengali Club of Manitoba Inc., and to all well wishers of Bichitra.
Durga Puja festival in Bengal and other provinces of India is an
expression of our reverence to Mother Durga and a festival of joy,
which unites men, women and children in a holy spirit. It symbolizes
the victory of virtue and truth over evil and falsehood. The victory
of the virtuous king Rama over the demon king Ravana carries the
same connotation.

On behalf of our Board of Directors, I would like to take
this opportunity to express my deep appreciation to all of you
who have extended their cooperation to make this annual festivity
a success. I am particularly grateful to the Executive Committee
and the Trustees of the Hindu Society of Manitoba for providing
us all possible facilities and cooperation of the Temple during
all these years. In fact, this annual event has become an integral
part of the Temple festivity.

Qur Cultural Program Committee has been working very hard
to present you with a rich and enjoyable program every puja evening.
Your presence during the puja and the cultural program will be
a source of great inspiration to our organizers and young artists.

The publication of 'AGOMONI' has been possible, not only through
the efforts of many contributing writers, but also through the
cooperation of our many advertisers to whom I extend my sincere
thanks.

WISHING YOU ALL A HAPPY DURGA PUJA AND DASHERA. e

i
=
(A~
(z“ i ""!Y ~ \6
O O

. Shibdas Biswas,
President
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Best Wishes for
DURGA PUJA & DASHERA

from

KOKI MEHTA

Travel Consultant

371 ROUGEAU AVE. WINNIPEG R2C 4Al




BEST WISHES
for Durga Puja

L2
ARROW
REALTY

Commercial - Residential
220 COLONY SQUARE
500 PORTAGE AVE.

PHONE 772-2421

Best Wishes for

DURGA PUJA
from:

RESTAURANT
598 ELLICE AVENUE — WINNIPEG, MAN. R3G 0A4

PHONE 772-5030
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Services

Income Tax & Accounting
Services Specializing in
Small Businesses

371 ROGEAU AVE.
WINNIPEG R2C 4At1

Ramesh Mehta, B. Comm.

\ 222-7109 /

Mehta Accounting \

- Toys
- Gifts
- Lotto 649
- Rug Doctor
- Perth’s dry cleaning

- Greeting cards

- Postage stamps

- Candies

ADAM’S VARIETY
STORE

5-1325 MARKHAM RD.

Winnipeg Ph: 269-2397




PEPPERED MOTHS IN AUTUMN

- MiLr Roy

Glowing yellow bonfires

Printed like so many radiant stars

On a sheet of black night.

Quivering fingers of flame

Stroke the frigid air

And ripple the secret veils of darkness.

A thousand peppered moths

Flitting like so many innocent snowflakes
Driven by the wind.

Pale parchment wings

Dance in celebration

And whisper a silent song.

* % % % % *

One by one

A thousand tiny puffs
0f delicate blue smoke.
A faint odor of ash

In the night air.

They did not fear
They did not resist
How could they know?




PUJA GREETINGS !

To all friends and Patrons from :

MANUEL FRIAS

Serving you for

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 8 SERVICING
BY SPECIALIZED MECHANICS IN ALL
MAKES OF CARS

Engine Overhauls....Tires....Brakes.... Batteries....
Motor Tune-ups.... Transmissions.... Towing........

Battery boosting.... Lubrication.... Oil change......

ELBROOK SERVICE CENTRE
N.W. Ellice and Sherbrook Ph: 775-5628

RUCy S Hair Styling

SPECIALIST IN MODERN STYLING, SHAPING, COLOURING, CUTS AND
PERMS. COMPLETE LINE OF HAIR CARE PRODUCTS AND TREATMENT.

484 Sherbrook at Ellice Avenue
for appointment please call 772-648|
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WHAT A FEELING!

- PaLLap K. GANGULY

Bengal is a remarkable state in India and the Bengalis are an
extraordinary people. The Tlifestyle of Bengalis is fascinating.
It is a blend of ancient traditions and advanced political thoughts.
Their land is small but varied and beautiful. But however beautiful
Bengal may be, it is the achievements of its people that has made
it so outstanding. They have a remarkable history and Bengal's
position in the future world may become even more significant than
its position today.

Perhaps the best way to understand Bengali culture in Winnipeg
is to look first at our own association, Bichitra - a very unique
Bengali club for all Manitobans. Bichitra 1is celebrating Durga
Puja, our festival of Autumn, which reinforces the passion of Tove
for our native land and awakens within us our glorious cultural
heritage. Bichitra is open, exoteric and affirmative. In its very
original way it has captured, at this auspicious occasion, both
our feelings for nature and vreligious self-reliance, and has
encouraged others to participate as well.

I am a Bengali and a member of Bichitra. I go through Tife
with no religious commitment. Because of my ignorance, often I
do hesitate to talk about my culture and land. Sometimes even I
do not want to be involved in any of the activities of this
organization. Yet I take pride in continuing this celebration far
away from home. It offers me a unique opportunity to rediscover
myself.

NRANANAANAN

CEEDATET T

)




Kara Video Rental

616 Ellice Ave. R3G 0OA3
PH: 783-5491

HINDI, ENGL/SH

ano cHINESE o audio |
MOVIES 602 Ellice Ave.

Ph: 774-3734

- Dry Cleaning Services

- Service to all makes Audio & TV
- Agent: Toshiba & Zenith

L Rm———— - Warranty: LearJet, Mei car
radio

s 5.t -9 AM - 5 PM 4
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SHOW & TELL OF BICHITRA

CULTURAL FUNCTION ON MAHA-ASTHAMI:
DURGA PUJA FESTIVAL, 1983

OUR SENIOR CITIZENS & RECENT VISITORS IN WINNIPEG



TAGORE & NAJRUL JAYANTI
AT THE PLANETARIUM AUDITORIUM
1984

KRISHNA BAL, REENA GANGULI & SAMIR BHATTACHARYA

BICHITRA'S YOUNG MEMBERS PERFORMING A DRAMA



CANADA DAY CELEBRATION
AT CRESCENT PARK, 1984

tifreal

(/() -~

1160 f'/i)

%’z/f/f'gw/(?
'

oAreteed

This certificate is awarded to La présente attestation est remise d
in recognition of an outstanding en reconnaissance d'une contribution
contribution in support of exceptionnelle aux célébrations de la
Canada Day 1984 Féte du Canada de 1984

Le secrétaire d'Etat du Canada

The Secretary of State of Canada

La présidente du Comité Le président du Comité
national de la Féte du Canada provincial de la Féte du Canada
i Bodon?
At Joletrus
President of the National President of the Provincial

Canada Day Commitiee Canada Day Committee



SUMMER CAMP
AT

CAMP MORTON
1984

YOGA CLASS

COOKS &
ONLOOKERS
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GOLD SCISSORS SALON

741 Sargent Ave. at Beverley St.
KEN GARVEY PH: 774-2092

- Cosmetics and Beauty Supplies

- Exclusive Cosmetics to
Compliment Women of all
skin shades and colours

- Clinics, Demonstrations, Seminars
on Professional Hair Products
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HINDUISM, JAINISM, BUDDHISM AND THE ARTS

- Shibdas Biswas

If there was any Hindu art before the second century B.C., it has
not survived or there is no proper preservation. After the prehistoric
and pre-Aryan civilization of 'Harappa' and Mohenjodaro had been perhaps
destroyed in the 16th Century B.C., it appears that neither the Aryan
invaders or the indigenous population of the subcontinent created any
models of stone, bone, clay or metal that has been found or recorded.
Before 1550 there were works of art in the Indus Valley showing the height
of civilization at that time. After there is a big gap not even bridged
by inscriptions until we come to the era of Ashoka, the great Buddhist
emperor, who promulgated Buddhism far beyond the boundaries of India.

Thus, the title of a beautiful book called 5000 years of the Art
of India is perhaps a bit misleading - according to western views, because
of the absence of noted records. However, there is concrete proof of
such development 1in those periods in Vedas and Upanishads. Sometimes
it is difficult to understand some of the arguments of historians and
western philosophers; their arguments are based on the availability of
literature, writing, temples and some sort of inscriptions. Many of
our records have been handed down from Guru to disciple by words of mouth
and so on; this may account for the absence of such records during the
period in which it showed a big gap.

When art in stone finally began to develop in India, beginning in
the third century B.C. during the reign of Asoka, it took more than one
century before Hindus produced major works that can be compared with
the great Buddhist sites. Applying the high standard warranted by the
finest Hindu Temples, one must say that those finest examples are present
in the 5th Century until the 13th Century. During that period Hindus
built magnificent temples and created superb sculptures in great profusion.
It will be worthwhile to consider several briefly: Caves of Ellora -
about 250 miles northeast of Bombay. The caves at Ajanta are all Buddhist.
There are more than fifty caves at Ellora, of which 34 are considered
worth seen and half of these are of Hindus, the other being either Buddhist
or Jain. The most heart throbing is of the "Kailasnatha', which is
dedicated to lord Shiva. It does not look like a cave at all, being
open to the sky, and some argue that it is not a work of architecture
but a sculpture, for it was hewn and carved out of the living rock without
the benefit of any scaffolding. It is a place worth visiting. Roughly



600 miles southeast of Ellora stands one of the oldest Hindu temples
in India, built around 700 A.D.. The shore temple of 'Mahabalipuram'
between Madras and Pondicherry, is perhaps the most magnificent temple
in India, largely owing to its sea-site. The temple is not large as
compared to other South Indian temples, there is a Shiva lingam outside;
the temple leads to several other monuments of considerable interest,
including some scenes depicting Hindu mythology.

The Shiva temple of Elephanta, on an island near Bombay, is a creation
of the 8th Century. The great stone head with three faces represents
major Hindu deities.

The greatest site in central India is 'Khajuraho', about 130 miles
from Allahabad, hidden away in the bush, where it escaped destruction.
About 20 temples survived, some of them Jain, some Hindu, most of them
built in the 11th Century. The fame of these temples rest on the erotic
carvings. Such carvings are different from those adorning the outsides
of Romanesque or Gothic Cathedrals. Qur Hindu interpreters claim that
these sculptures merely show a more than Homeric joy in all aspects of
life, which is a beautiful thought.

Some of the salient features about 'Bhubaneshwar' have been described
in the poem called "Deja Vu". Perhaps no other city in the world can
boast of so many magnificent temples. From a purely artistic point of
view, Bhubaneshwar is a kind of paradise. The Lingraja temples, built
around year 1000, is one of the few great temples to which visitors are
allowed to go 1in with certain ethics and decorum. There are vantage
points from which one can have fine views giving a satisfaction of paradise
visit.

Puri, another place not far from Bhubaneshwar, has a great Hindu
temple - Konarak - the remains of a 13th Century temple of Surya, the
sun god. The finest of the three statues of Surya, one of the wheels
that signifies that the whole temple is His chariot. Twelve pairs of
wheels are carved into the sides, and in front of the porch are seven
free-standing horses that pull the chariot of the sun god. Every one
of the wheels is a sculptor's masterpiece. The numbers are overwhelming,
the attention to detail is meticulous and the expression and elegance
of the carvings are superb and unmatchable.

The Minakshi temple in Madurai, about 150 miles north-northwest
from the Cape, was built in the 17th Century and might be an example
of Hindu baroque. After independence, the temple was quite dilapidated,
and the renovation generated a vast public interest. The great temple



of Madurai is a center of 1ife where people come not only to worship,
but also to sit and meditate. About 100 miles northwest of Madurai are
two towns with remarkable temples: Srirangam and Tanjore. They are
dominated by huge rocks with a temple at the top of it that affords a
magnificent view of the surroundings, which include the island and town
of Srirangam with two famous temples. The huge temple of Raghunathaswami
is dedicated to lord Vishnu. There are eight gopuras, all decorated
with painted carvings. It is said that the construction was begun in
the 10th Century and completed after several centuries. The most famous
part was finished Tlast: the so-called Hall of a Thousand Pillars.
Actually, there are about 940 monoliths of granite, and the columns in
the front row which face a Targe court are carved in the shape of rearing
horses with their front hoofs high up.

In a Shiva Temple there are usually a large reclining bull - just
one by himself Nandi, Shiva's symbol, 1ike the lingam. The single greatest
symbol of Hindu art is Shiva Nataraja, Shiva as the king of dance. In
purely artistic terms, the Nataraja represents a scarcely achievement.
He is dancing, usually in a circle of flames, his left leg raised high,
one right hand raised as if to beat the rhythm, and is yet serenely
unmoved.

The major monuments of Jain art are concentrated in three places
such as Ellora and Khajuraho, where temples and shrines are built in
the same complex, perhaps always next to Hindus, and Mount Abu, 1in
Rajasthan. Temples at Mount Abu are more distinctive than the Jain art
of the other two sites. The Jain temples at Khajuraho are similar to
those of the Hindu temples. The fact that Jains and Hindu temples are
built next to one another suggests of what they had in common than they
are obsessed with differences at least in the visual sites. It is likely
that both cultures and religions are so much in common that the artists
could hardly communicate that difference in their creative art. The
caves of Ellora as mentioned earlier, where Buddhist, Jain and Hindu
temples were erected side by side, were built in the beginning of the
5th Century, while the Buddhist had begun to build similar caves at Ajanta
a few centuries earlier. The Indra Sabha cave of Jains, built around
the year 800, shows a Jina in meditation, and at the right of the entrance
to Indrani, the queen of Gods on a lion. Indrani is a Hindu deity and
it shows that these two religions at some point are inseparable. The
Dilwara temples on Mount Abu, 4000 feet above sea level, in a fine mountain



setting, were built between the 11th and 13th Centuries. Vimala Vasihi
and Luna Vasihi are different from Hindu and Buddhist temples; they are
considered one of the finest art of that time. Everything is made of
white marble, except for a few sculptures which are made of black marble.
A1l the fairytale beauty offers a contrast to the austere asceticism
of Mahavira. It shows more eloquently than a long essay could describe
how magnificent the sculptures were developed in that era.

The great Stupa of Sanchi, nearly 400 miles south of New Delhi,
which was built by King Ashoka in the 3rd Century B.C., enlarged to its
present size in the 2nd Century, and surrounded with gates and carvings
through the 1st Century A.D.. This historical presentation will be
continued in the next issue. The author is thankful to W. Kaufman for
much of this information.
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THE RUN OF HOPE

Mili Roy (13) Canada
PRIZE

TERRY Fox sweated under the blistering

sun as he limped along on his three thou-
sand mile journey across Canada. He hopped
painfully; stumbling and almost falling on his
only leg.

A passing car saw him and stopped. The
driver looked at Terry, a thin, panting youth
with only one leg, travelling alone on the huge,
deserted highway. The man stuck his head out
of the window and shouted, “Want a ride?”

- Terry, looked at the man. He wanted so
badly to accept the kind offer. He was hot and
thirsty. He had not eaten since the night before
and he was tired and hungry. But Terry just
shook his head and continued slowly on his
way. The driver shrugged and whirled away
in a cloud of dust.

Terry’s head began to ache and his foot was
throbbing madly; it wasn’t easy for one foot
to do the work of two.

He lowered himself listlessly onto the ground
and unfastened the leather buckle which held
his wooden leg in place. He winced when he
saw what the long miles had done, the flesh
under the buckle was torn and bleeding. Grim-
ly, he retied the buckle, completely ignoring
the terrible pain it caused.

A car passed by throwing dust into his face.
Terry shut his eyes tightly and turned away.
Sighing, he reluctantly got up and started
walking again.

Terry looked down at the ground watching
his feet step. First he saw a wooden stump,
then his real foot, a wooden stump, a real foot,
a stump, a foot, a stump, foot, stump, foot. . ..

Slowly, as though hypnotized by the rhyth-
mic steps of his feet, his mind began to travel.
Further and further back until it came to rest
on a certain fateful day a long time ago.

For five years Terry had been determined
to play basketball. He had practised long and
hard but the coach had turned him down
every year.

Finally, he had been spotted by a talent
scout and offered an athletic scholarship at
the university. He had accepted eagerly.

Terry could hardly wait for his basketball
training to begin. At last the great day arrived.

His leg had been throbbing all night but he
forgot all about it in his excitement. He had
driven to the university, but just as he had
entered, his leg collapsed and he had fallen
down unconscious.

He had been rushed to the hospital where
doctors immediately diagnosed it to be cancer.
Terry’s left leg was amputated that very day.

But just as the doctor was about to make
the first incision, Terry made a vow: to help
other cancer patients who suffered every day.
He kept that promise forever.

Three weeks later, Terry left the hospital
with a wooden stump in place of his left leg.

Rightaway he started to practise walking as
determinedly as he had played basketball a
few weeks earlier, except that now, he knew
he would never play basketball again.

Soon Terry had mastered the use of the
wooden pole which would serve as his leg for
the rest of his life. ,

Within four months Terry put his plan into
action. He walked round in the snow and cold
collecting pledges of money from people who
thought he was insane even to claim that he
would run across Canada to raise money for
cancer patients. But they melted when they
saw the hopeful expression on his face.

At last, Terry was ready to start. He flew to
the east coast from where he would walk the
three thousand miles to the west coast.

In April, 1980, Terry fox began his Run of
Hope.

Within a few weeks, people had started to
take an interest in this amazing one-legged
youth, only twenty-one years old, who ran
determinedly on and on in rain and hail
and sun, stopping only to eat and sleep. His
name began to appear in newspapers and
magazines. He began to get great receptions in
every town he passed through where the peo-
ple flocked in the streets to cheer him on.



Suddenly the Cancer Society started receiv-
ing millions of dollars as donations. Donations
from people who wanted to help Terry Fox.
His dream was coming true at last and. .. . ..

Terry was jerked out of his memories by a
searing stab of pain in his chest. He slowed
down but kept on walking along the empty
highway. His breath began to come in great
gasps and suddenly he fell on the ground.

A few hours later, a passing car saw Terry
lying on the ground, half conscious. The driver
quickly took him to the nearest hospital. Do-
ctors could not tell what was wrong. Terry
was given a sedative and flown to a larger
hospital.

It was then discovered that Terry’s cancer
had spread from his legs to his lungs. It was
possible that he would die within a week.

Suddenly, all of Canada seemed to snap
awake. People sent millions of dollars to save
Terry Fox. They sent him flowers, candy and
letters.

Editor's Note:

This article was written before
Terry Fox died, and was submitted
to Shankar's International Childrens
Competition.

He was moved to Canada’s best hospital and
treated there.

Perhaps it was his happiness at raising so
much money for other cancer patients, or may-
be the encouragement he received from all
Canadians, that gave Terry the strength to
recuperate.

Although he might die at any moment,
Terry was brave and faced up to it cheerfully.

In September, Terry became the youngest
person in history to receive the Medallion of
Canada award. But Terry’s biggest reward was
the love and. support he received from the
people for his Run of Hope and for himself.
They would never forget him.

Reprinted from:
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New Delhi, India
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INTERNATIONAL GROCERY

| 10 Adamar, Winnipeg, Manitoba
Behind Ramada Inn — off Pembina Highway

Ph. (204) 261-5074

East Indian, West Indian and South
American Grocery

Mon - Sat. 10-30 A.M. to 9 P.M.
12 noon to 9 P M.

"Vijay Shah
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SIMPLE ENCOUNTER

Kamal Malaker

It is almost four months since I left home. After a brief training

in London on African life, we set sail aboard the S.S. Apapa heading
towards westAfrican portsfrom Liverpool. After seventeen days of a
most gruesome voyage through the Bay of Biscay and the Atlantic,

we arrived at our port of destination, Freetown, the capital city of
Sierra Leone. 1In the morning I woke up in my cabin by a heavy, but
gentle knock at my door and I found a seven feet tall, robust and
mahogany dark man with pearly white teeth welcoming me to Sierra

Leone. That was Dr. Boardman, the chief medical officer of the country.

From the port to the city, the large, wide road cuts through deep,
dense forest winding by the side of hills and mountains. Hundreds of
feet tall trees,with trunks as wide as eight to ten feet, is all you
can see. Driving through the forest you get the sense of eternity and
also a sense of security which you get from these endless and ageless
trees.

Suddenly at the end of the forest and edge of the mountain we saw a
huge cluster of modern houses, blended at the neck of the Mount Sierra
Leone 1like a clustered pendant, and this was the city of Freetown.

Returning from Dakar, the capital of Senegal, after an official visit,
this time from the airport, with me was my chauffeur, Ngomo and my cook,
Momoh. There the road was clear, wide and beautiful. I was quite
pleased with the progress I made with the W.H.0. official in Dakar

that geared up my enthusiasm to drive. I pressed the accelerator of

my newly bought Volkswagon as far as I could when I suddenly found inthe
middle of the road a little kid totally unaware of the environment,
nonchalantly taking his time. I tried to avoid the animal: my car
flew off the road several yards and crashed totally to destruction.
Both Ngomo and Momoh were thrown out of the car into the middle of the
road. A few seconds later, when I got my senses back, I found I had

a few abrasions and cuts and all I could think of at that time was

my mother and the two innocent people lying, perhaps dead, on the

road. T staggered to them and found they had concussion, but were
otherwise unharmed. This is totally unbelievable, however when I re-
turned to my quarters in Freetown, people from the hospital said that

I slept for three days continuously. My cook, Momoh, never left my
side. Slowly both the physical and mental wounds were healed and I

was back at my work again.

I started to notice some change in Momoh. He was drinking and neg-
legent in his work. His housekeeping had deteriorated and the stock
of food started to go down. One evening I came back from hospital



and found Momoh totally drunk, wearing one of my best silk Hawaiin
shirts and velvet corduroy trousers, sleeping on his bed, but on
one of my best bed covers. I did not wake him up, but went to a
city hotel to have my supper. This went on for the next four or

five days when I could not take it any more. I was very angry
and asked him if he wanted to quit his job. He said ''No, masta
me na happiam, neva so moch'". T thought that was not a suprise

as he was having a good time. He started to talk again and said
"You na mean, masta, you na big man, you na lik big forest, you
na gettum everyting. Me na small person. Me na gettum nothing.
Like big forest, me pickum ting me want from me masta.' (This

is the English Creole the general people speak in Sierra Leone.)

Like a flash of light, T thought T could see something. The man
was saying, vou are my master, you are everything - like the
forest. I have nothing, need something - you have, so I took it.
I am very happy today!

My anger melted away. Hurriedly I was looking for the copies of
my Marx, Engls and Trotski; couldn't find them anywhere, but T
never looked back again.

The writer getting ready for surgery in Sierra Leone.
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NORTH WEST FRUIT MART
726 SARGENT AVE. PH: 7728719

- FRESH VEGETABLES - OKRA - BITTERMELON
- SQUASH - PAAN LEAVES - HOT PEPPER
— LONG BEANS - CLEAN DALL - MASALA
— BRAND NAME OILS - ALL KINDS OF PICKLES
— CANNED VEGETABLES

HINDI MOVIES - NEWSPAPERS
MAGAZINES (Stardust, Link etc.)

Long Grain Rice #1 Quality 10 kg... $8.00

Vegetable Ghee 2 Ibs. ... $2.79
Pathak'’s Pickles & Pastes .._._______. $1.99
Karela & Okraincan _________________ $0.99
Basmati Rice #1 __________..____._ $0.99/Ib.
Fresh Ginger & Garlic ___________. $1.79/|b.

J

- Every Friday, Saturday & Sunday available:

VEG. SAMOSA, BARFI, LADOOS,
OTHER SWEETS
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CURRY PALACE

998 St. Mary's Rd. 257-8218

Specializing in East Indian Cuisine

® Banquet facilities available for Birthdays
Weddings, Office Parties, Christmas
Parties, etc.

® Catering services available inside or out
of premises

® Extensive vegetarian menu and unusual
delicacies — i.e.: curried lobster, scallops,
crab, rabbit, Tandoori chicken,
Tandoori fish, etc.

Brunches served - Buffet style

- all you can eat. 11am.- 2pPm.
Saturdays and Sundays ... $6.95

ALSO AVAILABLE ON SPECIAL ORDERS:
[24 hours notice required]

BESAN LADOO CASHEWNUT BARFI RASGULLA
KHOA BARFI GULAB JAMUN CHUM-CHUM
ALMOND BARFI RAS -MALAI BALU-SHAHI

CHAT AVAILABLE EVERY DAY

Fully Licensed Dine In or Take Out




